LET US CELEBRATE THE MARTYRDOOM OF OUR BROTHERS
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INTRODUCTION

The Episcopal Conference of Spain has just announced that, at the end October 2007, 498 Spanish martyrs will be beatified in Rome. Out of this number, 462 are religious men and women. This is the list:

98 Augustinian, 62 Dominicans, 59 Salesians, 58 de La Salle, 47 Marist Brothers, 31 Carmelites, 29 Franciscans, 23 Sisters of Adoration, 16 Carmelite Sisters, 9 Dominican Sisters, 9 Trinitarian, 4 Carmelites Missionary Sisters,  4 Missionaries of the Sacred Heart, 4 Marianists,  and 7 Sisters from different Institutes.

All of them suffered martyrdom during the years of the Spanish Civil War, a time characterized by a strong religious persecution (1934-1938). This beatification, the Episcopal Conference says, will contribute to enhance the witness of the martyrs as a wonderful sign of hope, because those who die and forgive are wonderful examples for us to grow in the spirit of reconciliation”

HYMN: Unless a grain of wheat (As one voice, part 1, nº 35)

BLESSED ARE THEY  (Peace pilgrim's beatitudes, Mildred Norman)
Blessed are they who give
without expecting even thanks in return,
for they shall be abundantly rewarded.

Blessed are they who translate
every good thing they know into action,
for higher truths shall be revealed unto them.


Blessed are they who do God's will
without asking to see results,
for great shall be their recompense.

Blessed are they who love their fellow beings,
for they shall reach the good in people 

and receive a loving response.

Blessed are they who see the change we call death
as a liberation from the limitation of this earth-life,

for they shall rejoice with their loved ones
who make the glorious transition.


Blessed are they who after dedicating their lives
and receiving a blessing, have the courage and faith
to surmount the difficulties of the path ahead,
for they shall receive a second blessing.

Blessed are they who advance toward the spiritual path
without  selfish motivations,
for they shall find an everlasting peace.

Blessed are they who instead of trying to batter down 

the gates of the kingdom of heaven
approach them humbly and lovingly and purified,
for they shall pass right through.
THE MARTYRDOOM OF OUR BROTHERS
(Message du Fr. Seán Sammon, Supérieur Général)
With great joy we announce the October 28th, 2007 beatification here in Rome of 47 of our brothers. This important moment in the history of our Institute gives all of us an opportunity to unite ourselves with the universal Church in giving thanks for the gift of martyrs, especially among those who share our way of life. The public commitment of our brothers who will be beatified to live fully and radically the gospel of Jesus Christ as the plan of their life brought them to the point of the cross. In embracing this journey as their destiny, each of them also became a seed of new life not only for our Institute and its mission but for our Church universal also.

They have been described by the Church as “martyrs of the Christian education of youth.” Despite persecution, these men did everything possible to remain faithful to the children and young people entrusted to their care. We would do well to take them as models of Marist mission at its best. 
Let us celebrate the lives of these martyrs and let us be thankful for their lives and stunning witness to God’s Good News. Above all, though, let us honour them especially by imitating their virtue and their zeal. With Marcellin and all of the Brothers who have preceded us in Marist life, we give thanks to the Lord for the blessing of these beatifications. Let us, like Mary, acknowledge that God has looked upon us with favor and pray that our work may continue to be truly His own. 
Silence
ACCLAMATION   Though the mountains may fall and the hills turn to dust, yet the love of the Lord will stand





     As a shelter for all who will call on his name. Sing the praise and the glory of God !

PRAYER TO MARY, QUEEN OF MARTYRS 

Mary, you are the Queen of Martyrs 

because you took the holy martyrs 

under your special protection. 

You prayed for them and obtained for them strength and courage 

to declare their faith in Christ fearlessly, 

to endure pain bravely, 

and thus to obtain the crown of martyrdom. 

Queen of Martyrs, help us to suffer patiently 

the unbloody martyrdom of self-denial. 

As long as we live, we are inclined to evil. 

Help us in keeping a watchful eye 

on these inclinations 

and keep us faithful to our vocation, 

that we may also obtain a crown 

like that of the martyrs. 

Give us strength and consolation

in our consecration and mission

so that we may bear our cross willingly 

for the love of Jesus and you.

Amen
FREE SHARING AND INTERCESSIONS
R/ May the blood of our martyrs become seeds of life for us
FINAL PRAYER
Lord, you are the Father 

who makes your sun rise 

on the good people and the wicked ones; 

You allow your rain to fall 

on the just and the unjust alike.

As we celebrate the victory

of our Martyred Brothers,

give us  tolerant hearts, 

attitudes that induce tolerance,

a deep sense of solidarity 

that includes all humans:

Those who think like us, 

those who pray like ourselves,

those who pray differently and even 

those who have no prayer on their lips.

Following the example of our Brothers,

help us to always witness to you, 

to the love that you offer us in your Son,

so that we may announce Him to all 

as the Lord of history.

Father, make us your sons 

and help us to live like brothers, united to you, 

and to all men and women who, 

with us, live the same human adventure.

Please give the courage 

and the happiness of your Spirit 

to those you have chosen to witness to you 

even to the shedding of their blood.

Through Christ our Lord. Amen

FINAL HYMN: A new heart for a new world (As one voice, part 1, nº 158)
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