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o become a Brother is to take 
as your goal to become a saint!

Marcellin Champagnat.

The love which the Holy Spirit pours into our hearts 
gives us a share in the charism of Marcellin Champagnat

and directs all our energies to this one aim:
TO FOLLOW CHRIST AS MARY DID,
in His life of love for the Father and for people.
We live out this ideal in community.

Constitutions, Art. 3

od chooses individual men and women 
and calls each of them by name.
He leads them into the desert 
and there speaks to their hearts.
Those who heed Him, He sets apart.
By His Spirit, He transforms them constantly,
leading them more deeply into His love 
in order to send them out on mission.
Thus is born a covenant of love 
in which God gives Himself to the person,
and the person to God…
From the heart of this covenant 
flows the whole dynamic of consecration.

Constitutions, Art. 11

We feel called:
To centre our lives and communities

In Jesus Christ, like Mary,
With passion and enthusiasm.

Document of the XXth General Chapter, n° 18
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ages 14 and 15 reproduce a book mark where:

The images and litanies recall a Marist sanctity that is profound
and rich… constantly present, especially in ordinary life, since it
is love that leads to sanctity. Then, from the Founder to us,
passing through the different generations of Brothers,
there is a foundation of Marist sanctity, a treasure that enriches
and gives life to the Church.
Each one of us can draw from this family capital 
to continue to love and serve the Lord 
and young people.

Passionate about God,
passionate about people,
the saint lives enthusiastically
the first and second commandments.

A person open to all,
the saint defends others everywhere
where human dignity is threatened.

This springs from a passion for God, since
no one is more in love with people than God.

The saint is not first of all a champion of love,
But someone who can be loved,
Who allows himself to be loved.

God is the source of his sanctity,
God is the source of sanctity.

RESOURCE. The book Our Models of Marist Sanctity allows 
a general view of our causes, and helps us 
to understand the great variety of sanctity in our religious family.
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125TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE DEATH

OF BR. FRANÇOIS

BR. FRANÇOIS, (GABRIEL RIVAT)
1808-1881

rayer to ask for a grace

Father most kind
you gave Brother François
a particular aptitude 
to take care and heal the sick
or to prepare them peacefully
to accept the evolution 
of their state of health.

Allow us to have recourse to him
that he may
as he did during his earthly life
ask your Son Jesus
and Mary his holy Mother
for the grace that will take care
of the health problem that we entrust him with.
Brother François, you who hear us,
intercede for us.
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Let us go to Mary 
with all trust,

for there is nothing she can’t obtain
from the Spirit of her divine Son
who is so much hers 
that she can command Him,
that she can obtain 
anything from Him,
that she uses his power 
like a thing that is hers
and applies it to 
whatever she wants,
because Jesus loves Mary so much
with a love 
that is the principle 
of this great power.
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TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE DEATH
OF BROTHER BASILIO

21st January  1996

SHORT BIOGRAPHY

1924 - 14th October: Basilio 
was born in Acatlán de Juárez, México.
1944 - 8th December: First vows 
as Marist Brother.
1961 - 1965: In the Movement 
for a Better World; responsible for the
Movement in Ecuador, 1963-1965.

1965 - 1967: Director of the Second Novitiate in El Escorial, Spain.
1967 - 1985: Superior General of the Institute of the Marist Brothers.
1986: Master of Novices in Mexico.
1996 - 21st January: Basilio died in Guadalajara, Mexico.

DURING 2006 IT IS PLANNED:

1. To complete the diocesan tribunal of the process and to
open the rogatory tribunals in Spain, France… 

2. To publish each month one page about Basilio in the missal
that the Brothers publish for the parishes.There are 120,000
copies of this missal published each month.

3. To place a commemorative plaque in the principal places
where Basilio worked in Mexico.

4. To print and distribute a holycard with relic for the whole
congregation and new notebooks… 

RESOURCES. Books: Quemar la Vida - Un estilo de vida - Basilio,
another Champagnat - I want to awake the dawn - 14 booklets
(the first 7 in English), and many holy cards.
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BASILIO’S THOUGHTS

The signs of spiritual maturity are:
1. Simplicity accompanied by prudence.
2. Spiritual stability and peace.
3. Evangelical liberty.
4. Total detachment…

Conferences by Brother Basilio 
to the Brothers of the International College, p. 34

“Heaven is not about watching a film,
each one in his own armchair, independent of his neighbours.
It will be rather an eternal Christmas Eve,
with all of God’s children around the Father.
An eve of love, peace, fraternal joy,
that will never finish.”

Notes about RELIGIOUS LIFE, conferences by Brother Basilio,
“Champagnat Course”, 27th October 1969, p. 8

PRAYER

O God, our merciful and good Father,
You gave Brother Basilio 
a heart that was attentive to the needs of others,
a filial devotion to the Good Mother
and a great passion for your Church.
We give you thanks for the precious gift of his life
to the Church, to humanity and to us his Brothers.
May we call him to our aid when we find ourselves in difficulty.
And now we ask the help of his prayer
particularly for ….
so that, thanks to his intercession,
he (she) may praise you today and always.
We ask this prayer through Jesus your Son, our Lord. Amen!
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TENTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE MARTYRDOM
OF OUR FOUR BROTHERS OF BUGOBE

31st October 1996

These four Brothers worked for more than a year in the
refugee camps of Bugobe, Congo, near Bukavu and on the

border with Rwanda.The refugees had become “their real
family”, their heart’s concern!

On the 31st October 1996 all the refugees fled.The Brothers
stayed to be ready to welcome them again on their return.
In the evening of that day they were murdered.

They have given us an example of a love for the least 
and most neglected which went as far as giving their lives.
They were Jesus among the needy people.

Their love will always shine in our family, inviting us to give
unconditionally to the least of our society.

Models for us, why wouldn’t they be so for all of the Church?
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BROTHER
SERVANDO MAYOR

(1952-1996)

BROTHER
MIGUEL ÁNGEL ISLA

(1943-1996)

BROTHER
FERNANDO

DE LA FUENTE
(1943-1996)

BROTHER
JULIO RODRÍGUEZ

(1956-1996)



ord, here I am.
These last two months, day and night,
during work or while I rested,
I have been trying to keep away your presence that “assailed’’ me.
You have no right!  
What do you want from me, Lord?  
Do not deceive yourself, Lord,
the material you are using is very weak, very fragile…  
I am not worth much, I am poor;
but I know you are the one who gives 
and I am the distributor only.
I am not empty, but you are so great 
that you do not succeed in entering into myself,
you are overflowing, you surround  me…
I sense that you want to lead me where I do not want to go.
And, surprisingly, I proceed with joy, with peace,
in your joy and in your serenity.

Miguel Ángel Isla

ord, I offer you my life, it is Yours!
You know how weak and fragile I am.
Take my clay to shape it as you like,
according the genius of your Spirit.
Let me become, like Mary
a vase full of love,
a love that overflows and gives life
and reveals a sense to life.
Make my clay firm;
You know that I break too easily
and that I remain empty
even when I am full of a thousand things!
Flood the desert of my heart
with the living water that springs from yours.
Then my desert will flourish.

(paraphrased from a text written by Servando Mayor)
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BEATIFICATIONS ARE APPROACHING...

Beatifications are approaching: the one of Brother Bernardo and
the one of the group of Laurentino.They will be celebrated
together.This event, as for any grace to be received, needs spiritual
preparation which may consist of prayers, celebrations, reflections,
readings, sharing with students, co-workers and friends.

BR. BERNARDO (1889-1934)

On the 6th October, he was killed about 
4.30 a.m., his body was insulted, mutilated, and
dragged by the legs into the Brothers’ property,
where it lay for some twenty-four hours.
On the 8th October, he was buried 
in the parish cemetery at Barruelo.

All the steps towards beatification are achieved.
We are just waiting for the date of beatification.

BR. LAURENTINO, VIRGILIO AND

FORTY-FOUR OTHER BROTHERS

These Brothers were shot 
in Barcelona on the night 
of the 8th October 1936.

All that remains on the road
towards beatification is the
ordinary congregation of
the Cardinals and Bishops
which is the last step.

RESOURCES. Two booklets can helps us to know and love 
our Brothers better: Brother Bernardo: Brother and martyr,
and for the group of Laurentino: The night of the martyrs.
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PRAYER

Good Father,
you called Brother Bernardo

to participate in the mission of the Church
in  a life completely consecrated
to the education of the children of the working class,
and you gave him the strength to bear witness
of faith and love even to shedding his blood.
Make us worthy to imitate his example
and grant us the grace of … 
And you, Mary, our Good Mother,
obtain for us the glorification of your faithful servant
who worked so hard to make you known and loved.
We make this prayer in the name of Jesus,
the Christ, our Lord.
Amen!

PRAYER TO BROTHER LAURENTINO, VIRGILIO
AND FORTY-FOUR OTHER BROTHERS

Our good Father,
we give you thanks 

for having called to the grace 
of martyrdom
Brothers Laurentino,Virgilio and
the other forty-four companions.
Proclaimers of Christ and
educators of young people,
they gave the example of responsibility and fidelity
in difficult times.
They accepted giving their lives, even their blood,
to give witness to your Son, the Church,
and the value of each young person in your eyes.
We ask you, Father,
that these Brothers may intercede for us,
and that they may intercede in particular for….
Through Christ, your Son and Our Lord.
Amen
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IN THE GROUP
OF MARTYRS

WE RECOGNIZE
BROTHERS

LAURENTINO, 
VIRGILIO

AND EUSEBIO
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OTHER CAUSES

1. Brother Lycarion (1870-1909) 
This Brother was born in
Switzerland and killed in Barcelona 
on the 27th July 1909,
the first day of 
“the tragic week 
of Barcelona”.
The positio is ended 
and will be joined 
to the group of Brother Eusebio.

2. The group of Brother Crisanto
and sixty-five other Brothers 
and two 2 lay people.
The majority of them 
were killed in 1936.
Their Positio is already 
with the Congregation of Saints.

RESOURCES. Our models of Marist sanctity give abundant information
about the two groups of martyrs.
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3. The group of Brother Eusebio
and fifty-eight other Brothers.
The great majority of these Brothers
were killed in 1936.
The Positio is almost ended.

4. Brother Henri Vergès 
(1930-1994)
He was killed in Algiers 
on the 8th May 1994.
We are waiting for the diocese 
of Algiers to open  

the cause of the nineteen martyrs of Algeria.
In the list of these martyrs Brother Henri is the first.

RESOURCES. For Brother Henri Vergès: Du Capcir à la Casbah
(Brother Alain Delorme), Un chrétien dans la maison de l’Islam
(Robert Masson), Convergences (Brother Alain Delorme), Henri
Vergès (booklet – Brother Alain Delorme).
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MARIST LITANIES

Mary, our good Mother, our Ordinary Ressource,

you, who did everything for our family,

be with us, good Mother, and bless our Institute.

Marcellin Champagnat, our Founder,

the man in whom the Spirit inspired 

the charism and mission of the Marist Brothers,

Keep alive in us 

your charism and your passion to make 

Jesus known and loved among today’s youth. 

Brothers François,Alfano, Basilio and Brothers 

who preceded us 

on the road of love, fidelity and service,

intercede for us in our daily lives. 

You, our martyred Brothers 

in Oceania, China, Spain and Africa,

treasured members of our family,

help us to be faithful and to acquire 

a limitless generosity.
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All our former students who welcomed Christ 

and witnessed to Him,

grant your special protection 

to our current and former pupils.

All you parents who entrusted us with children 

already blessed by your faith and your love,

pray that our educational and apostolic work

may always be paternal and maternal.

All you who worked with the Marist Brothers

because you were also attracted 

to the charism of Father Champagnat,

Allow many others to discover this charism 

and to serve the Lord and youth with joy.

All you Marist Fathers, Sisters, Brothers,

lay and friends, already in heaven,

Help us today to announce and glorify Jesus,  

the Lord of history.
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A YEAR WITH OUR MODELS

OF MARIST SANCTITY
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