PRAYER SERVICE IN MEMORIAL OF THE FOUR BROTHERS OF BUGOBE
1996 - 2006

Ten years ago, on October 31st, 2006, four of our Brothers were killed in the refugee camp of Bugobe. They were Brothers Servando Mayor, 44 years old, Miguel Angel Isla, 53 , Fernando de la Fuente, 53  and Julio Rodriguez, 40 . Today we want to pray with them, to re-live their history, to listen to their hearts and to thank Jesus and Mary for their wonderful witness.
SONG : Where there is love  (As one in Christ, vol 1, nº 87)
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HISTORICAL FRAME
The Marist presence in the refugee camp of Nyamirangwe goes back to 1994, following the terrible genocide of the precedent months, in which at least half of a million persons were massacred. Many people from the Hutu tribe fled away towards RD Congo (ex Zaire) and settled there in different refugee camps. Four of our Brothers, from the same ethnic group decided to help those refugees; they went to the refugee camp of Nyamirangwe, not far from Bukavu, Congo.
There were about 30,000 people in the camp, most of them simple peasants. The Red Cross were the managers of the camp; the Brothers cared for the education of some 4,000 pupils, for catechesis and youth ministry. These Rwandese Brothers lived in poor conditions; their presence was seen as having political connotations and therefore their life was at risk.
By September 2005 they were replaced by Brothers Servando Mayor and Miguel Angel Isla. Brother Fernando de la Fuente arrived in January 1996 coming from Chili. The last to joined the community was Brother Julio Rodríguez, who was working in Goma ; it was at Easter 1996.  
Poverty and violence were the daily share of the camp. The four new Brothers carried on the initiatives taken by the Rwandese brothers. They were also caring for the sick and the old people; they provided extra food for 300 undernourished children, offered transport to the health centres and installed a mill that enabled families to get flour.

Four of them had given a positive answer to a mission that they know was difficult. When they were there they became fully aware that their lives were in danger, but they decided to remain there until the end, sharing all they were and had; their hearts, their culture, their means, their time, their lives.
Moment of silence… SONG…
GREAT THINGS HAPPEN

Great things happen when God mixes with us

Great things happen when God mixes with us

Great and beautiful, wonderful things

Great things happen when God mixes with us

1. Some find life, some find peace,

Some people even find joy

Some see things as they never could before

And some people find that they can now begin to trust

TESTIMONIES
1-Recalling their death, Brother Benito Arbués, then Superior General, wrote:
“As Superior, I accepted your decision to remain in the camp, even when everybody flied away; I assumed the risks you undertook; however, when I got the news of your death I have been deeply affected by so painful end. I am deeply sorry for your families and for the evil your killers have inflicted themselves in killing you. At the same time, as I was becoming more and more aware of the serious problems you were facing, I felt a strong admiration for each one of you and a very deep inner joy. In fact you have been witnesses to Jesus of Nazareth as you have risked your lives and gave them up through violent death”.

Moment of silence…
Now have come the salvation 
and the power and the kingdom of our God

and the authority of his Messiah,

for the accuser of our brothers 

has been thrown down,

who accuses them day and night 

before our God.

But they have conquered him 

by the blood of the Lamb

and by the word of their testimony,

for they did not cling to life 

even in the face of death.

Rejoice then, you heavens

and those who dwell in them!    Apoc. 12, 11-12.

2- « There were deep reasons for their decision to remain in the camp. The 4 Brothers were living so close to the people – our new family, they said, they were so identified with their destiny, that the simple thought of going away from them was taken as offensive. For the Brothers this was a matter of fidelity to the people they loved, fidelity to their mission, which they considered as a “privilege”- ‘the greatest of all gifts, Fernando said, fidelity to their vocation as Brothers who follow Christ until the foot of the Cross. These ideas came out once and again during their community prayers”. (Bro Jeff Crowe, then General Councillor in charge of this community; he visited them every three months)
Moment of silence…

Blessed be the God and Father 

of our Lord Jesus Christ,

 the Father of mercies

and the God of all consolation, 
who consoles us in all our affliction, 

so that we may be able to console 

those who are in any affliction

 with the consolation with which 

we ourselves are consoled by God.

2 Cor 1, 3-4

3- « Four Marist Brothers were killed, but they were not four isolated persons who were caught together in the same fate. They formed a religious community, a community of consecrated Brothers, with all its implications… Together in the Bugobe refugee camp, they lived out the prophetic meaning of a community… With different personalities, different characters, different backgrounds, the four of them got the call to build a community. No doubt they have dialogued a lot, they have discerned together the meaning of the events getting worse. Finally, attentive to what the Spirit was whispering in their hearts, they decided to remain. With this perspective of community, their example is even richer”. (Bro. J. M. Ferre – Letter of 20-9-2006.) 
Moment of silence …
Blessed are you when people revile you 

and persecute you 

and utter all kinds of evil against you 

falsely on my account. 

Rejoice and be glad, 

for your reward is great in heaven, 

for in the same way they persecuted 

the prophets who were before you.
(Mt 5, 11-12)

4- From a letter written by Bro Spiridion, District Superior of Rwanda : 

“The Marist District of Rwanda is shocked by the tragic event that happened in Bugobe. It is hard to understand that their love that knew no borders has been repaid with an unlimited and unmeasured hatred. Our four Brothers are witnesses to a charity that goes beyond borders and measures; they have devoted themselves to the Rwandese refugees who were no Spaniards, nor Europeans, nor white men. They have gone over all those barriers built by humans; the have listened to the cries of the poor; and they have decided to live and die in solidarity with them”.

SONG: GREAT THINGS HAPPEN

Great things happen when God mixes with us

Great things happen when God mixes with us

Great and beautiful, wonderful things

Great things happen when God mixes with us

Some find peace, some are disturbed

Some people even find joy

Some see their lives as they never could before

And some people find that they must now begin to change

LISTENING TO OUR BROTHERS:

Let us try to get closer to these four Brothers by listening to them as they open their hearts to us. 
· Miguel Angel wrote this:
“There are moments in which I feel ashamed to be a man, to belong to this human race. Unwillingly I have been seized by this deep feeling of shame of being a man, especially when I see what people are able to do against their own brothers… There are hills of suffering, a heavy burden on the shoulders of thousands, even millions maybe, of innocent people”

Moment of silence…
Refrain:   My soul is longing for your peace, near to you, my God
· Julio wrote this :
I know I am not a hero, but I feel that, in this moment, I must be coherent with God’s will upon me.. My heart is in Africa; I do not feel at ease living here in Spain… When we are humble enough, when we are facing difficulties in life… it is like the desert that purifies the prophets…”
Time of silence… Refrain
· Bro Fernando has the heart of a poet and he suffers:
“This wicked strategy is sinking deeper and deeper so many heads already crushed. People are forced to mere survival. Our eyes are no clear enough to gaze to horizon, to watch at the sky and to see the moon surrounded by a crowd of stars…”
Moment of silence … Refrain
· From a letter of Bro Servando
“It is a great joy to be able to give a bit of hope and courage to these people who have lost everything and who are in total despair. Our presence in their midst is a source of courage for them; they see there is still someone taking interest in them”.

Moment of silence … Refrain.
ARE THEY MARTYRS ?
We have two main reasons to say yes :

1- They have given up their lives, as Jesus did, victims of violence. They surrendered their lives in a very  inhuman context, a real kenosis, as Jesus. They bore witness of unlimited love: they are martyrs of charity. 

2- The crucifix they had in their oratory was also massacred; arms and legs were broken. Jesus, the Innocent one, assumed the hatred that was against his martyrs. Our four Brothers were victims of the same hatred that killed our Saviour; they all have shared the same passion: the image of Jesus was broken; the bodies of our Brothers were thrown into a septic pit…  Such is the classical martyrdom!

Moment of silence …

Litanic prayer
· For the lives of our Brothers Servando, Miguel Angel, Fernando et Julio, lives given to the poor, lives taken away through violence,   Lord, we praise you
· For the lives of our Brothers Chris Mannion, Joseph Rushigajiki, Etienne Rwesa. Gaspard, Canisius and Fabien, killed as they were carrying out their mission, Lord, we glorify you
· For the transparent life of Brother Henri Vergès, killed as he was offering his welcome, his friendship and his service to young people in Algeria,  Lord, we praise you
· For our wonderful Brothers in China who have passed through all kind of trials, deprivation, imprisonment, torture and death, Lord, we glorify you
· For the Brothers killed in Spain, humble and yet extraordinary men ; teachers, artists, poets, leaders who went together to the marturdoom and shed their blood for Christ,  Lord, we praise you.
· For the lives of our first missionary brothers, they contributed to the spreading of the Gospel and were our first martyrs in the Institute.  Lord, we glorify you

· Together with all the Brothers with simple and generous heart, passionate for Jesus and for children’s education ; togewther with all those who have gone before us, Lord, we praise you.
· …
Final song
In this 10th anniversary of our Brothers’ martyrdom let us turn our eyes to the Good Mother; she walked with Servando, Miguel Angel, Fernando and Julio them and accompanied them until the end.

Marcher dans la vie avec Marie, 

suivant les pas du Père Champagnat.

Marcher dans la vie avec Marie, 

pour rencontrer Jésus, mon ami.

Within the silence, Lord, you seduced my very soul.

 With all my heart I say: I Love you, my Lord  (2x)

O Father Champagnat, we have confidence in you.

As pilgrims here below, we follow in your steps.
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