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SYDNEY PROVINCE




Notification of Death




Br Vianney (Denis Gordon)
DIGNAM

Time of Death:

Br Vianney Dignam had been in declining health for some months.  Last week it became apparent to the Brothers of his community at Campbelltown that the end was fast approaching.  It was only last week that they had farewelled another member of their community with the Mass and Burial for Br Ed Slattery.

During yesterday afternoon Vianney started to slow in his breathing and he went to sleep.  He remained that way until the time of his death at about 9pm last evening (March 1st).  The community had been sitting with him throughout the time and were there as he breathed his last. 
At the time of his death Vianney was 86 years of age and in the 67th year of his religious life.

Family Details:
Date of Birth:

February 6, 1924.
Place of Birth:

Concord (Sydney), Australia.

Schooling and Initial Formation:

· School prior to the Juniorate:
Marist High School Darlinghurst.

· Juniorate:



January 24, 1941 – December 31, 1941.
· Postulancy:



January 2, 1942 – July 1, 1942.
· Novitiate:



July 2, 1942 – July 1, 1943.
Vows:
· First Vows:

July 2, 1943 at Mittagong to Br Arcadius Sullivan.
· Perpetual Vows:
December 24, 1949 at Mittagong to Br Andrew Power.
· Stability:


October 12, 1980 at Hamilton to Br Kieran Geaney.

Ongoing Education and Formation:
Vianney prepared himself for his teaching ministry with tertiary studies in history and psychology.  Added to this were courses in scripture and Christology.  For his own ongoing formation he completed the Second Novitiate, the Third Age program and a special program for Senior Brothers preparing for a change in ministry.
Community and Ministry Appointments:

Vianney was one of our Brothers who found the classroom apostolate very difficult but he was never one to give up.  For 45 years he toiled away in 14 different schools, that in itself was a challenge.  In his later years he took pleasure in being the groundsman and informally meeting with students in that setting.  He took great delight in the activities of the Brothers and got a real enjoyment from their successes and achievements.  
May he rest in peace.
Br Anthony Robinson
Province Secretary
