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Mary, dear Mother, we come from many different countries, all of us grateful that God called us to be Little Brothers of Mary.

We come to you today to renew our consecration to you and to ask you to be present to us in a special way during the Chapter as we endeavour to be faithful to the calls of the Holy Spirit, to the dreams and vision of Marcellin. WE ask you to pray for us and with us, dear Mother.

We bring with us the good-will, the sacrifices and the longings of our Brothers, who join us in their prayers for the success of the Chapter.  We bring with us also the encouragement and the prayers of our families, our friends, our lay partners, and many of our students.

We are conscious that we live in a complex and difficult moment in the history of the world, of the Church, and of our four Marist Institutes.  There are new challenges to face. We are conscious that, responding to these, will require that we overcome our fears, our lack of generosity, and sometimes our weariness. May we allow ourselves to be caught up by the Spirit opening our minds and our hearts to change, to conversion, to sacrifice.  Like you we can become life-giving through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Mary, you have always been our Ordinary Resource leading us to Jesus, encouraging us to follow him in always seeking the Father's will. We know that this was the great passion of Jesus' life, and we want it to be ours.  Your own 'Fiat' has always been a powerful example for us.  Help us, dear Mother, to discern where the Lord is leading us, what He is asking of us today to ensure the vitality of our beloved Institute, and to have the courage to take decisions necessary to be faithful to the call to refound the Institute.

You know, dear Mother, that our words are often braver than our hearts.  May the powerful example of the courage of our Brothers who were killed in recent years, inspire us with the courage to live truthfully and with passion, these days of the Chapter.  Help us to be real inspirations for one another - in our prayer, our openness, and sharing, in our joy, our love, and our courage.  Inflame our hearts, Good Mother, so that together we will work to play our role in helping to bring about the Reign of God, for which Jesus gave his life. Amen

