Greeting of the Superior General 

of the Society of Mary

on behalf of all presents



Audience with the Holy Father

General Chapters of the Marist Family

Castelgandolfo, 17 September 2001

Your Holiness,

Peace and blessing is the greeting and best wishes that the delegates of the four general chapters of the religious institutes of the Marist Family extend to Your Holiness: the Marist Fathers, the Marist Sisters, the Marist Brothers and the Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary.  We, the four superiors general, are here: Sister Gail Reneker, Brother Benito Arbués, Sister Patricia Stowers and myself, Father Joaquín Fernández, along with the members of our general councils and the participants in the general chapters.

By a providential coincidence, and for the first time, the four general chapters are taking place in the same year, the first year of the new millennium, and in the same month.

We also bring you greetings from all our religious sisters and brothers and all the people who through our ministry are in communion with the Church of Rome and who bear Your Holiness’ intentions in mind.

We, first of all, express our devotion and our obedience to the Apostolic See in the person of Your Holiness.  We renew before you our fidelity, in the fullest measure that our limitations permit, to our common spirit:  to be in the Church, like Mary, a simple, maternal and merciful presence to all, following the example of our founders and foundresses and the Marist saints who have been recognized by the Church as models of holiness and as intercessors: Saint Peter Chanel and Saint Marcellin Champagnat.

We come from many countries and with the experiences of many and diverse ministries:  the education of children, young people and adults; missions ‘ad gentes’; ministry in parishes and communities on the periphery of cities or in country areas, or isolated in the mountains; a merciful presence in prisons, hospitals and places where the marginalized are found; service to refugees, to infants and to women of the streets; promoting the cause of women; a Christian witness in the midst of other religions; and so on.

You, Holy Father, with your teachings and your apostolic travels, have always given us, and you continue to give us, an example of missionary activity and of proclaiming the Gospel.

We sincerely thank you for receiving us in these days during which you are preparing for yet another apostolic journey.  We will continue to pray for your personal welfare, for your health and for all your intentions, while we humbly request your Apostolic Blessing.
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