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“Choose Life” is the motto adopted by the Preparatory Commission for the 20th General Chapter to guide our reflection on the future from the perspective of vitality. It comes from this passage in Deuteronomy: “Today, I (the Lord) call heaven and earth to witness against you: I am offering you life or death, blessing or curse. Choose life, then, so that you and your descendants may live, in the love of Yahweh your God, obeying his voice, holding fast to him; for in this your life consists, and on this depends the length of time that you stay in the country which Yahweh swore to your ancestors” (Dt. 30:19-20). On first glance this ties in very well with Christian hope. But “length of time” only makes sense as a consequence of a life of dignity and fidelity to the Word of God. Looking over the age-spread of the Brothers, the statistics sent in by the provinces and their impact on personnel in the years ahead, one might take the stance of the ostrich, not caring to face reality, and react either by grabbing onto the last remaining traces of an empire that is disintegrating, or race ahead with personal projects that lack any inner consistency, without realizing one’s own deficiencies and insignificance nor confiding in the Lord.... When a Brother realizes that it’s not the horses and the chariots that bring victory (growing numbers, large institutions...), then he is open to God’s action. He doesn’t let himself be driven by fear nor does he take defensive measures. He wants to live, but he knows living includes dying. When the Brother sees how his plans compare to God’s, God’s plan has a chance of coming into being. An existential Biblical reading of this motto might serve as a means of discernment for the capitulants and for the Institute, laity included. To choose life means to make Jesus first in our lives. “I am the way, the truth and the life” (John 14:6). It is “the serious commitment to let nothing come between us and Jesus” and “to be open to lose everything if necessary to gain Christ”. If this isn’t fundamental, Marist identity makes no sense. From this our mission proceeds: “I have come so that they may have life and have it to the full” (Jn. 10:10). Our mission is to give life. The recipients of preference are children and youth, especially the most needy. Marcellin lived this: “I cannot see a child without telling him how much God loves him…”  These two premises

– our being God’s children and our brotherhood with all men and women – together are the key for the future of the Institute. The Chapter is not a shareholders meeting or gathering of a board of directors, but rather the coming together of brothers who seek to discern a response to God’s calls today. Our Good Mother serves as a model by what she told the servents at Cana: “Do whatever He tells you.” She knows well what it’s all about. She conceived “Life” in her womb and gave it to the world. 

The problems facing religious life are of such magnitude that a new way of looking at them is needed, as well as a renewed approach to formation. Our priority is that we brothers choose Jesus, live a true brotherhood in Him, and dedicate ourselves to our mission, definitively committing ourselves to youth, especially the poor. If what we profess to be and to do is worthwhile, everything else will fall in place, and many lay people will join us in carrying out the wonderful possibilities of our charism. It is not a matter of maintaining what we have, but of “re-founding”—something which will not be easy—because, like the grain of wheat, we must die so as to live (Cf. Jn. 12:24-25). The picture on the cover, by Br. Marcel Popalier, is an invitation, not only to the Chapter, but to the whole Institute, to reconsider our mission in the context of the today’s world. To rethink it in communion with St. Marcellin. To ask him, desiring to comply with his response, “What would YOU do today?” And then put his answer into action, with courage and determination.
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