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First of all, I was impressed by how many responses we received. This reflects a keen interest among our own Brothers and lay people as well. Hopefully we can obtain even more responses especially from those that have yet to express their opinions.

Having made some simple classifications, there are still more than 30 issues in the initial survey. Some of these are common concerns that the Brothers and lay people shared globally, regardless of nationality, race, language or location. Issues such as Spirituality, Vocation Promotion, Community Living, Solidarity, Mission and Lay Partnership are not foreign to many of us. In fact some of them were dealt with during the last General Chapter. My impression is that the Brothers and lay people may like to reflect and to discuss these further or seek some clarification. Maybe they want some concrete and more committed measures to be taken in future. 

However I find some of the issues are of a more “inward looking” type while others are “outward looking.”  Issues like Spirituality and Community Living touch the core of our being. Whereas Mission and Solidarity and Lay Partnership are subjects that help us to look outside ourselves. It could be that we are still in the process of redefining our identity before reaching out to others. 

There is a great concern regarding our dwindling numbers and this reflects on the issue of vocations, which is being raised almost everywhere except in those places where vocations are blooming. This has become a major concern and some are at a loss if not despairing. It is alarming and much could be done in a global sense for promoting vocations.

I think that it’s good to see that Mission continues as a major issue. However it was just mentioned but not elaborated on. Many areas linked directly to mission and evangelization, such as inter-religious dialogue, inculturation, and living out our Marist way of life in pluralistic societies should be looked into. I sincerely hope that those Brothers or lay people who have experience in these areas will speak out in the future. That way the General Chapter will be more fully aware of the difficulties faced by Brothers who are sincerely seeking ways to integrate their works into the societies in which they are living. We really have little know-how in many places on how to train our young Brothers who will live in areas where Christians are a minority and the dominant influence is Islam, Hinduism or Buddhism.

Quite a number of Brothers touched on the issue of refounding, but it seems that different regions have different understandings of the term “refounding.” It makes me wonder if our leaders ought to continue to push for this or sit down and clarify before proceeding further.  Another interesting note is whether refounding should be done from the top down or bottom up? Do we let our leaders shape it, or let the grassroots come out with their idea of refounding?

Finally, lay partnership has become an issue that is worth looking at since we invited lay people to take an active role in Marist ministries during the last Chapter. It is time to define this area clearly and give a strong foundation for such a partnership. Not only the lay people want a clearer idea about their role - the Brothers too need to see how to forge this kind of partnership without blurring their identity.
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