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Reading the responses to the first survey of opinion was both a privilege and an encouragement.  The number of individuals and communities that took the time to reflect together and respond was very encouraging. There seemed to be a widespread desire to take up responsibility for the direction of our Brotherhood and to be involved in the process of a General Chapter.

I would guess that in the past for many there probably has been the sense that General Chapters are somewhat remote events, that a select few attend, with little impact on a Brother quietly going about his ministry. From reading a good number of the responses it seems Brothers sense the significance of this particular Chapter.  In many parts of the Marist world there seems to be a situation where the future of the mission is at a crossroads; wise decisions need to be made that will ensure its vitality.

In learning of the six major themes that have emerged from the first sounding of opinion, I hope that Brothers don’t experience déjà vu, and wonder; has nothing changed in eight years?  Yes the same issues are still there. But from reading the responses, within the broad areas of mission, solidarity, prayer, etc. different questions are being asked this time round.  These key areas will always be of concern to us.  Were they not, one would wonder,  had complacency or fatal resignation sadly set in? Eight years on, deeper, more profound and significant questions are being asked.  Questions that indicate a more fundamental sense of what is at issue in these six areas at this stage in the refounding of our Marist Charism.

If there was one concern I had in reading the responses it is that some are too hopeful of what will emerge from the Chapter; vocations for example.  To my mind, a General Chapter makes some decisions that directly effect our future. But more so, a Chapter places before each of us a broad vision of the future which each Province and district, community and ministry takes up according to local circumstance.  In this way the Chapter reminds us again of the best that is in us; calls us again to fidelity and courage.  Reminds us of what we know we need to do, but occasionally tend to side step.  This communication from the Chapter might now be done with techniques more in keeping with the 21st Century. I read underneath the words of the responses a clear desire that the Chapter affirm clearly and strongly just what we stand for, and what our identity is in the mission of the Church. I don’t experience this as some reactionary desire to return to a ‘golden age’. Rather, it is a desire to draw from the richness of this gathering of the most representative of our Brothers a clear statement of what is Marist Brotherhood.

I think those concerned for our Marist mission are already saying to the Chapter, make clear for us where vitality is to be found; make decisions that are choices for life.  The Chapter will eventually being saying to Marists everywhere, if you wish for this life, then these are the choices that you must make, and only you can make them. The response to the Chapter preparation to this point would indicate a willingness to take up that responsibility. 
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