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Opening of the Chapter, “a time of dreaming and encouragement” 

All the activities of the opening day of the Chapter, September 4, formed a unified whole: In the morning, a plenary session followed by meetings in mixed language and cultural groups; in the afternoon, after a period of personal time, the official opening, celebrated in the context of the Eucharist. An informal supper on the terrace completed the day. All the Brothers helping at the Chapter as well as the Brothers of the International College—who are temporarily lodged at the Seraphinum—participated in the day’s activities. Serenity, a spirit of Brotherhood and spiritual depth marked the beginning of the Chapter journey. 

A total of 117 capitulants represent Marist communities in 76 countries

Brother Seán Sammon, president of the Preparatory Commission, gave the initial orientation in the Chapter hall. The opening prayer focused on the theme of community as it was in the early church and in the early days of the Marist congregation. Brother Benito, Superior General, welcomed the 117 delegates, who represent Marist communities in 76 countries (Cuba being the most recent) and who come from 41 different countries. He also expressed his appreciation to those who participated in the processes leading up to the Chapter. He pointed out the historic coincidence that all four Marist congregations are meeting in Chapter at the same time. Afterwards, the members of the Preparatory Commission spoke on different aspects of the running of the Chapter and answered questions about procedural matters and about the chapter hall and its technical equipment.

Crossroads of history and personal reflections

The hour and a half before lunch was dedicated to meetings in 15 small, culturally-mixed groups for the Brothers to get to know one another better, following this procedure: a) Introduce yourself to the group: your name, country and province. How did you first learn about the Brothers? When did you enter the formation program? Your experiences of ministry and of community; how do you feel about being a capitulant? b) What are your expectations and misgivings regarding the Chapter?

“Realism, courage and hope” (Brother Benito)

Four groups, representing the four official languages of the Institute (English, Spanish, French and Portuguese), began the penitential rite of the Eucharist at 5:30 p.m. They processed to the Chapter Hall carrying the symbols of water, earth, seeds and fertilizer. Following the Liturgy of the Word, Brother Benito gave his opening remarks and reflections. Within the next few days you can access the complete text of the document at (www.champagnat.org). The Brothers listened attentively to his message and welcomed its conclusion after 50 minutes with sustained applause. The Chapter was now officially open. All the participants then processed from the Chapter Hall to the main Chapel, each one carrying a lit vigil light which they set down before the altar on a map of the world, symbolizing the unity of all the continents. After communion, Brother Charles Howard, former Superior General, in the name of all the capitulants, consecrated the 20th General Chapter to Mary, our Good Mother.

