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THE CHAPTER CONTINUES ITS DISCUSSION ON THE CENTRAL COMMISSION
On account of the great variety of cultures and persons at the Chapter, the process of debating has been understandably quite complex. The initial pace in dealing with comments has been unhurried in order to facilitate mutual understanding and reaching of consensus. In this spirit, the entire morning was spent in discussing the proposals for the election of the Central Commission. This was done in two phases.

Firstly, the delegates worked in small groups to answer two questions: a) What do you expect of the Central Commission in the light of the theme “The Vitality of the Institute”?; and b) What do you think of the method of work proposed by the Provisional Committee? To what extent is it practicable? Do you want to propose another approach?

In the second phase, the Chapter met in a plenary session in open forum with Brother Antonio Ramalho as moderator. After reports from the group secretaries, some capitulants made additional comments.

RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE CHAPTER: DISCUSSING AMENDMENTS

Brother Maurice Berquet moderated the two plenary sessions in the afternoon dealing with proposed amendments to the Rules of Procedure for the Chapter. The official text of these Rules is in English. The work was rather unrewarding, though necessary. Procedures are not the essence of the Chapter, they are at its service. NIneteen amendments were presented. There was time to discuss and vote only on some of them, and the process has to be continued. 

IN HARMONY WITH THE SPIRIT
The capitulants regard communal prayer as very important. In the morning, they meet by language groups in four different chapels. People are free to choose any group that they wish. The Eucharist takes place in the evening, a special moment when all the participants are united in celebrating their faith in Jesus. Different aspects and elements of the liturgy are highlighted each day.

IN BRIEF
- Capitulants were asked to pray for the repose of the following recently deceased Brothers: Agustín de la Fuente (Levante, Spain), Lawrence Joseph Poirier (Poughkeepsie, USA) and Eugenio Bernardi (Peru).

- The flag of Brazil decorated the Chapter Hall on the occasion of its Independence Day, and a tot of “caipirinha”, a typical drink of the country, gave a Brazilian flavour to the midday meal.

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS
· You are welcome to put anyone who may be interested on our mailing list. Make sure that the e-mail address is exact, otherwise the subscription will be automatically cancelled.

· Send a postcard to your friends. See the section: “The Chapter in Pictures”.

