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A GREEN LIGHT FOR THE RULES OF PROCEDURE AND ELECTION OF THE CENTRAL COMMISSION
The capitulants began the second week with renewed energy after the rest on Sunday. With Brother Antonio Ramalho as moderator, the assembly dealt with several issues left over from the previous session, and some amendments were withdrawn. Three votes were taken, of which those concerning the Rules of Procedure for the Chapter and the Election of the Central Commission were most signficant.

1. Rules for the Chapter 

The Assembly approved the final text of the Rules of Procedure for the Chapter, the official version being in English. The capitulants have now agreed on the rules of the game for the next few weeks, an essential preliminary given the number of participants and the complexity of their tasks.

2. Résumé of the Acts of the Chapter (4-8 September)
According to the Chapter Rules, §2.6, the tape recording represents the official record of the proceedings. Additionally, a written summary including a synthesis of the debates, resolutions and the corresponding voting must be approved by the Assembly. Today, the Acts were approved for the previous week, 4 – 8 September.

3. Procedures for the election of the Central Commission
As soon as the Assembly had approved the Procedures for the election of the Central Commission, the process was initiated.

ELECTION OF THE CENTRAL COMMISSION
Brothers Seán Sammon, Peter Rodney and Sunanda Alwys presented the details of the process as follows:

1. Working in groups of Provinces and Districts
Nine groups were formed: 1) Africa (Southern Africa, Madagascar, Nigeria, Congo, Rwanda and West Africa); 2) North America (Iberville and Quebec from Canada, Esopus and Poughkeepsie from the USA); 3) Brazil (Brasil Norte, Porto Alegre, Rio de Janeiro, Santa Catarina, Santa Maria and Sao Paolo); 4) Northern Arc (Central America, Colombia, Ecuador, Central Mexico, Western Mexico and Venezuela); 5) Southern Cone (Cordoba and Rio de la Plata from Argentina; Chile, Peru, Bolivia and Paraguay); 6) Asia (China, Philippines, Sri Lanka and Korea); 7) Spain (Betica, Castille, Catalonia, Leon, Levante, Madrid and Norte); 8) Rest of Europe (Beauamps-St-Génis, Central-West Europe, Italy, M.C.O.-N.D. de l'Hermitage and Portugal); 9) Oceania-Pacific (Melbourne and Sydney of Australia; New Zealand, New Caledonia, Fiji, Papua-New Guinea and Samoa).

Each group was to nominate two or three candidates for the election.

2.  Reports from the groups 

Each group reported to the Assembly on the candidates it had chosen. In all 24 names were submitted.

3. Time of prayer and discernment

The early part of the afternoon was devoted to communal prayer and personal discernment.

4. Election of the Central Commission

One member was elected from each of the nine groupings. In alphabetical order they are: Maurice Berquet (Beaucamps-St. Génis), Michael de Waas (Sri Lanka), Javier Espinosa (Central America Central), Eugène Kabanguka (Rwanda), Antonio Ramalho (Brazil Norte), Peter Rodney (Sydney), Seán Sammon (Poughkeepsie), Emili Turú (Catalonia) and Mariano Varona (Chile).

5. Laying-on of hands
During Holy Mass, the blessing of God was invoked on the Central Commission in a ceremony of laying on of hands.

IN BRIEF
- The birthday of Br. Óscar Martin, capitulant from Castille, was marked by the singing of “Happy Birthday”.

- Prayers were also offered for an uncle of Br. Jacques Larouche, a capitulant from Quebec, who died yesterday; and for Br. Enrique Ramalle (Norte, Spain) who will undergo an operation tomorrow.

- Br. Claudino Falchetto gave details of the events on Marist Family day, 12 September, Feast of the Holy Name of Mary. Capitulants from the four branches of the Marist family will come together: the Society of Mary (fathers and brothers); the Marist Sisters; the Marist Missionary Sisters and the Marist Brothers. About 300 participants are expected. 

- On Sunday 16 September, three intercongregational outings have been arranged: Assisi - Subiaco - Pompeii. 

- On Monday 17 September, the four congregations will have a joint audience with the Holy Father at Castelgandolfo.

