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ELECTIONS: COMMISSIONER, VICE-COMMISSIONER & CHAPTER SECRETARY

From the nine members of the Central Commission, the assembly proceeded to the election of three office-bearers making use of ballot papers. Brothers Charles Howard and Óscar Martin acted as scrutators, being the oldest and youngest members of the Chapter respectively. 

- Commissioner of the Chapter: Br. Seán Sammon.

- Vice-commissioner: Br. Antonio Ramalho

- Secretary of the Chapter: Br. Maurice Berquet

Br. Benito Arbués congratulated the newly elected and wished them well.

THE CENTRAL COMMISSION MARKS A NEW STAGE IN THE CHAPTER
Three teams are responsible for organizing and running a General Chapter. The Preparatory Commission, appointed by the General Council, takes care of all the organization BEFORE the Chapter gets under way. The Provisional Committee, appointed by the General Council from among members of the Chapter, is responsible for running the Chapter in its EARLY STAGES. Its work was completed on 11 September with the election of the Central Commission. Unlike the other two bodies, this one is elected by the members of the Chapter. They hold the reins until the Chapter is concluded.
OBSERVERS AT THE CHAPTER
Three propositions concerning the participation of observers at the Chapter were discussed and voted on. A) A group of lay consultors will be admitted to the Chapter between 15 and 25 September. They may address the Chapter but will not have the right to vote. B) The Econome General will be a non-voting observer throughout the Chapter. C) Three incoming Provincial Superiors, appointed after the publication of the Circular of Convocation of the Chapter, will also be non-voting observers: Brothers André Deculty (Beaucamps-St.-Génis), Paul Gilchrist (Melbourne) and Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa (Madagascar).

IN BRIEF

· For most of the day, Capitulants were given time to read documents and for personal reflection.

· The Central Commission held its first meetings today.

· Prayers were offered for the repose of the soul of Br. Louis Sarraille, from the community of Rue Dareau, Paris.

· The Brothers of Catalonia celebrated their national day. Congratulations.

· Greetings were received from the Missionary Augustinian Sisters and the President of the Conference of Religious in Brazil.

· Br. Seán Sammon expressed words of thanks to the members of the Provisional Committee, making special mention of Br. Juan Miguel Anaya who had acted as Secretary for this Committee as well as the Preparatory Commission.

· The Eucharist centered on prayer for the sufferings of the people affected by the tragic events in the United States. The celebration was marked by the symbol of the cross and periods of silent contemplation.

SUBSCRIBERS
· More than 1000 people have already subscribed to the Bulletin. Messages expressing interest in the work of the Chapter have been received from many Brothers and lay people involved in preserving the charism of Marcellin Champagnat.
· There have been several queries about how to enter our site successfully. One of our subscribers answered as follows:

· Click the icon with the book

· Click the icon below the book. If that doesn’t open, click the text immediately after the icon on the same line.

· If you get a page which almost completely white, type the letters "doc" and click on them. Wait a few seconds and … there it is!

Note: Some icons marked with a “book” do not have any information.

If you wish to consult previous Bulletins, click: "THE 20TH GENERAL CHAPTER IN OP”; go to “News notes from the Chapter” and there you will find the Bulletins.

