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MARIST FAMILY FEAST

On 12 September the Church marks the feast of the Holy Name of Mary, a special day for Marists, who bear this very name. There are, in fact, four Marist congregations which trace their very beginnings to the same source: the Marist Fathers (SM), the Marist Sisters (SM), the Marist Missionary Sisters (SMSM) and the Marist Brothers (FMS). All of them have a spirituality leading to Jesus in the way of Mary. By chance, all four congregations were having their general chapters at the same time, which enabled us to celebrate this Feast together. In some parts of the world, it has been possible for these congregations to collaborate in joint pastoral projects, and several friendships were renewed on the day. For some of our capitulants, however, it was the first time that they had met any members of the other congregations in the Marist family. The Name of Mary has helped us be of one mind and one heart on this day.

OPENING THE JOINT CELEBRATION

The first part of the day was conducted in a Conference Hall at the Hotel Ergife near Via Aurelia. Three of the Superior Generals spoke at the beginning: Father Joaquín Fernández (SM) shared a few words of welcome; Sister Gail Reneker (SM) led us in prayer; and Sister Patricia Stowers (SMSM) introduced the speaker. There were some 300 persons present.

MARY IN THE CHURCH – MARIST INSIGHT

Such was the title of the keynote address by Father Craig Larkin (SM) of the Province of New Zealand. Father Larkin made full use of modern If for the projection of photos, icons, texts, and music in a 40-minute presentation. He spent much time linking an ancient icon of the Ascension with his theme of Marist spirituality for our time. The full text will shortly be posted on our web site. Groups were formed to discuss how the icon of the Ascension related to their own vocations as SM, SMSM or FMS.  Brother Benito Arbués (FMS), Superior general, expressed the appreciation of the assembly for the presentation by Father Larkin, and also thanked all those who had collaborated in organising the day.

THE EUCHARIST AS A HIGHLIGHT OF THE DAY
The rest of the day was spent at the nearby General House of the Brothers of the Christian Schools. Incidentally, both the Marist Fathers and Marist Sisters were making use of the facilities there for their General Chapters. The Eucharist was concelebrated by Fathers Joaquín Fernandez and Denis Green (SM), the latter being chaplain for our own Chapter.

The homily was done in the form of an audiovisual presentation prepared by Br Lluis Serra. It situated the Marist vision in the overall plan of God. Other special features were the offertory procession with symbolic gifts and the resounding quality of the singing. Holy Mass was followed by a celebratory dinner.

GROUPS FOR DIALOGUE

During the afternoon, a variety of mixed groups shared ideas on various themes: initial formation, internationality and restructuring, lay Marists, justice & peace & the integrity of creation, joint Marist family projects, Marist spirituality, and deepening the themes suggested by Father Larkin. A final supper brought to a close this unforgettable experience of shared spirituality.

