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PROPOSALS SENT IN PREVIOUS TO THE CHAPTER
Br. Javier Espinosa moderated the session. Brother Juan Miguel Anaya presented the proposals and comments that had been sent to the Preparatory Commission. They were grouped as follows:

1. Proposals concerning the Constitutions and Statutes: about 100 pages of proposed changes.

2. Comments directed to the General Chapter: about 150 pages of reflections from the Brothers on various points that affect Marist life.

3. Comments directed to the Preparatory Commission: about 150 pages of comments that have been made available to the capitulants for their perusal. Having listened to the suggestions of the capitulants, the Central Commission will decide on the best way to make all the material accessible. In the meantime, the documents are available in the library to anyone who is interested.

STATISTICS, ONE WAY OF LOOKING AT REALITY
Br. Marcelino Ganzaraín presented the overall statistics of the Institute as of 31 December 2000. The analysis was made by age group, by geographic area, by administrative unit and by percentage. Data were presented on the total number of Brothers in the Institute and on first professions over the past ten years. At the end of the presentation, the capitulants were invited to pray over this question: “What is the Lord trying to say to us through means of this information?”

DISCUSSING THE FINANCIAL REPORT
In the first session of the afternoon and following the financial report presented yesterday, Br. Yvon Bédard entertained questions from the capitulants.

A DAY OF ORIENTATION FOR LAY OBSERVERS
Months ago, each capitulant was polled by the Preparatory Commission regarding the participation of lay persons in the Chapter. It was decided to invite 18 people from different parts of the world and based on their familiarity with and living of the values of the Marist charism. All of them have arrived at the General House, except for Steven E. Murphy from the United States, for reasons explained in the previous bulletin. At the Chapter website there is a section entitled "The Voice of the Laity", where more information on this aspect of the Chapter will be available soon. Two complementary timetables were worked out for Saturday: the Chapter followed one to do its work, and the other provided for a day of orientation for the laity—getting to know one another (facilitated by Brothers Jeff Crowe, Charles Howard and Afonso Murad), a tour of the General House (conducted by Brothers Allen Sherry, Lluís Serra and Giovanni Bigotto), a tour of the Chapter Hall (Brother Don Bisson), an overview of General Chapters and the present one in particular (Brothers Charles Howard and Juan Miguel Anaya). Everyone joined together at the end of the day for the celebration of the Eucharist and a social gathering after supper.

THE 17 INVITED LAY PERSONS

Jean-Marie Amusini (Democratic Republic of Congo), Noémie Silva (Philippines), João Valdecir Bianchi (Brazil), Jacques Buodrias (Canada), Paul Cummings (Scotland), Silvana Pereira (Brazil), Catherine Demougin (France), Fernando Domínguez del Toro (Spain), Catherine Hannon (Australia), Ricardo Miño (Bolivia), J. Francisco Murillo Ortiz (Colombia), Gary Norton (South Africa), Carlos Robla Pérez (Spain), José Eduardo Robles Uribe (Mexico), Rita Fautino Rokocakau (Fiji), Ana Sarrate Adot (Spain) and Erika Shishido Matsuo (Peru).

SHORT TAKES
- A reading from the poetry of Pedro Casaldáliga, dedicated to Our Lady of Sorrows on her feast and accompanied by projected images, opened the first session of the day.

- Mexico and the countries of Central America were congratulated on their independence day. Each Brother was presented with a small cross, a gift of the Brothers of the Central American province. Mexican beverages were served at the beginning of the midday meal.

- Br. Raúl Figuera, from the Province of Leon, left for Spain on learning his father is in a coma.

- A social committee has been set up, comprising Brothers Miguel Cubeles, Enrique Escobar, Samuel Holguín, Manny de Leon, Don Neary and Timothy Ngele. Its purpose is to organize periodic festive celebrations.

- The names of 13 Brothers have been proposed to the assembly to fill 6 positions as moderators. The elections will take place on Monday.

- A celebration after supper provided an occasion for everyone to welcome the lay observers and to congratulate the Brothers who celebrated their birthday during the second week of the Chapter.

- Tomorrow, Sunday, the capitulants of the four branches of the Marist Family along with the lay observers, can choose to go on one of three excursions being offered: Assisi, Pompeii or Subiaco.

- There will be no Chapter Bulletin tomorrow.

