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GENERAL COUNCIL REPORT AS A PATH OF DISCERNMENT

Tuesday was devoted to listening to the contents of the “General Council’s Report to the General Chapter.” This discernment process was achieved in three successive but distinct stages: 

1. Time for personal reflection.

2. Group work, involving both of Brothers and of lay observers:


a) Mission and Solidarity: five groups.


b) Marist Apostolic Spirituality: five groups.


c) Formation” three groups.


d) Animation, Government, Restructuring: three gruops.

3. Plenary Assembly in the Chapter Hall, moderated by Br Jude Pieterse:


a) Sharing of group conclusions relating to the first two points.


b) Sharing of comments with thse close by in the Hall.


c) Spontaneous interventions from participants; either clarification or comments.

FOURTH SESSION IN SEPARATE ASSEMBLIES

In this fourth session, capitulants opened up the topics of Formation, as well as Animation-Govenment-Restructuring, following the method previously explained. 

The lay participants, for their part, devoted this session to sharing their impresisons on what they have expeiences so far. From there they reflected on shared mission, and on the matters they intend to share with the General hapter. 

IN BRIEF
- Mr Carlos Robla (Oviedo, España) was congratulated on the occasion of his birthday. 

- There was a special remembrance for Chile on the occasion of its national day. The Chilean Brothers presented to us all a fine dinner wine. 

- It was announced that Br Paul Gilchrist, future Provincial of Melvourne, has been unable to accept the invitation to assist as observer at the Chapter on account of long-standing prior engagements. 

- Mrs Catherine Demougin projected, during an open session in the evening (9-10pm) an audiovisual presentation on "La Valla, Mulhouse. A community of Brothers and Marist Lay folk.” The community is formed of a basic nucleus: the married couple Pierre and Catherine, plus two Marist Brothers (André and Dédé) from the Province of Beaucamps-St Genis. It is one example of a pattern inspired by the orientations emerging from the General Chapter. Dialogue about the experiment followed the projection. 

TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS
· All those subscribers—Brothers or lay people—who would like to register a commentary on any of the more significant aspects of the Chapter, may send it to publica@fms.it, making sure to write “Comments” in the subject line.

· We have managed to solve the majority of the problems which have arisen from the outset of our transmissions. However, if any specific difficulty persists, you are invited to communicate this to: publica@fms.it , so that we may seek to appropriate remedy. 
