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TOWARDS A MULTI-CENTERED AND INTERCULTURAL COMMUNION
The Council of the Union of Superiors General confided to its Theological Commission the mission of preparing a study on the horizons which open for consecrated life, from the perspective of new social, cultural and economic phenomena. This reflection, which lasted three years (1997-2000), is entitled: “Within Globalization: towards a multi-centered and intercultural communion.  Ecclesiological Implications for the government of our Institutes.” In a session moderated by Br. Antonio Martínez, Brother Emili Turú presented this document of 32 pages, which was distributed to participants. The whole morning was devoted to personal study of the same, in order to listen to “other voices” which might illuminate our discernment. 

SIGNS OF LIFE
The third session of the day was devoted to sharing in small groups the story of a personal experience which each individual considers a sign of life in the perceived reality of the world, the Church, the Institute. A high level of satisfaction was noted in the communications emanating from that sharing. 

OPEN FORUM

The fourth session was served to allow Chapter participants to share the echoes and the challenges of the reality seen from the perspective of the document “Towards a multi-centered and intercultural communion.” It took the form of an open forum. Twenty interventions were forthcoming from Brothers and lay observers. Time limitations prevented further sharing. The depth and quality of the interventions created a climate of attentive listening and interior resonance. In one of these, a letter from the Brothers of Angola was read, reflecting from the reality in which they live. The Eucharist which followed the session continued the same rubric of reading the signs of God which, at the Offertory, were summed up in the pages of current newspapers..

CHAPTER COMMISSION ON FINANCES
The Chapter must nominate a Commission to study the economic administration of the Institute, and to make recommendations to the Institute. Its function is  a) to make a detailed study of the Econome General’s Report;  b) to review and evaluate the finances of the Institute;  c) to study the functioning of the Econome General’s office; d) to read all the written communications forwarded to the Chapter; e) to concult whatever persons with relevant expertise as may be necessary,  and f) to prepare a report for the Chapter.  Brother Seán Sammon presented the role description of tis Commission, whose members will be elected in the days ahead. 

LETTER TO THE BISHOPS OF THE UNITED STATES

The assembly approved the text of a message read by Brother Henry Spinks, and which is addressed to the Episcopal Conference of the United States, on the occasions of the tragedy suffered lon the 11th of September. In the final draft, contributions and nuances suggested by the assembly will be incorporated. In an earlier moment, the Chapter sent another message addressed to the Brothers of the United States. 

IN BRIEF
- Br Teodoro Barriuso (Provincia of Castille, Spain), who assists as translator, was congratulated on his birthday.

- A letter from an assembly of marist laity in Colombia to the General Chapter was read.

- Br Jacobo Song prayed an Hail Mary in Korean on the occasion of the feast of Sts Andrew Kim, Paul Chong and their companions, martyrs” lay people committed to the Gospel to the point of shedding their blood. Pedro Casaldáliga’s poem “Mary of our liberation: was also read.

- The two Canadian Provinces (Iberville and Quebec) as well as that of Madrid, offered souvenirs to those present.

- The General Chapter of the Society of Mary today elected a new Superior General in the person of Father Jan Hulshof, 60 years, Dutch, whol will take over from Fr Joaquín Fernández. He was general councillor up till a few years ago, and currently is Provincial of the Netherlands. 

