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THE IMAGE OF THE “BROTHER” TODAY.

Let’s Choose Life
Brother Seán Sammon presented our speaker: Brother Álvaro Rodríguez Echeverría, native of Costa Rica. He is currently Superior General of the Brothers of the Christian Schools, and President of the Union of Superiors General -the first Brother in the presidency of that organization. Brother Seán emphasised his characteristic “brotherliness”, a fact which makes it easier to approach him and understand his message. 

The basic outline of the conference given, following the introduction, is seen in these sub-headings: 

- Assembling the basic building blocks of our vocation. 

- Consecrated to God as Brothers.

- In fraternal community.

- For educative and evangelising service of young people, especially the poor.

- The Brother as “spiritual companion”.

- The Brother in the context of shared mission, and in association with lay people. 

- Conclusión.

Brother Álvaro presented the first four points in the first session, leaving those remaining for the afternoon session. 

All Brothers in the General House were invited to attend the conference, of which the complete text is available online at the Chapter website: “The XX General Chapter in Operation/Documents/The Image of the Brother Today.” 

DIALOGUE ON THE CONFERENCE
The session was moderated by Brother Jean Ronzon. Reflection on Brother Álvaro’s conference was conducted in groups. A question guide facilitated the sharing. The second session of the morining was devoted to this sharing, at the end of which was a brief meeting in plenary assembly for interventions; the same was done at the end of the afternoon session.

EVENING WITH ITALIAN ACCENT
The Marist Province of Italy received Brothers and lay Chapter participants at “San Leone Magno” College in Rome. Students from the Brothers’ College at Giuliano (near Naples) staged a musical on St Francis of Assisi, entitled "Forza venite gente" (Come on, Everybody Come!). During an hour and a half they really delighted their audience. Brother Alfano’s mortal remains served to focus attention on our spiritual heritage,and on the call to holiness we have all received, during the prayer meeting which was celebrated in the College chapel. 

Supper at San Leone closed a day marked by brotherhood, both reflected upon, and lived. The Italian Brothers made it a reality through the cordiality of their welcome. 

PARABLE OF LIFE

The Saturday liturgy proclaimed the gospel of the Sower. The Chapter is moving, step by step, from symbol to reality, from dream to life. At the beginning of our first Eucharist, various symbols were offered: earth, seed, water. In the middle of the Chapter Hall, you can see how, in less than twenty days, those tiny seeds are beginning to grow. They constitute a parable of life and an X-ray of the Chapter. 

IN BRIEF
- Brother Alain Délorme, who is helping with written translation tasks, received the assembly’s congratulations on the occasion of his birthday. 

- Two sad events have motivated our prayer. The death from cancer of Oliver, a young Brother from Nigeria; also that of Sister Yolanda Cerón, belonging to the Congregation of the Company of Mary, assassinated in Colombia by the paramilitary forces.

- The Marist Sisters (SM) today elected Sister Monica O’Brien as Superior General. Born in Ireland, she has been during the last five years Provincial of England. She takes the place of Sister Gail Reneker.

- The birthday cake presented at midday summed up all the birthdays of the week. In this way we manage to avoid excess while still creating a festive mood. 

- Brother Antoni Torrelles is in charge of the decoration of the house and of the Chapter Hall itself. His avanguard style uses common elements as suggestive symbols which often provoke questions about their meaning.

- Tomorrow, Sunday 23rd, there is no Chapter activity. Nonetheless, the Bulletin will still be published with contributions from Capitulants and lay participants.

