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FORMATION OF COMMISSIONS

With Brother Eduardo Navarro in the chair, Brother Maurice Berquet explained the functioning of the information base of Chapter materials for the use of the Brothers. 

Today, apart from the first session, the entire day was dedicated to Commission work. The following five Commissions were set up, each one of which relates to one of the “calls” approved yesterday: Spirituality, Mission and Solidarity, Community, Lay people, Animation and Government. 

OPEN FORUM ON GOVERNMENT

Brother Seán Sammon expounded the reasons behind the staging of an open forum on Government even before the Commission on Animation and Government begins its work. Certain proposals which had reached the Chapter concern this area, and this could bear upon any change of Constitutions and Statutes.

Capitulants shared their hopes, expectations, and opinions, as well as their proposals for new models on this matter, during approximately one hour. 

A SPECIAL EUCHARIST

On the feast of the Martyrs SS. Cosmas and Damian, we celebrated a liturgy in honour of our recent martyrs, and all Brothers who have died between 1993 and 2001. The music and gestures were redolent of Asia: a psalm chanted in Singhalese, Korean music for the reflection moments, Asian rhythms at the communion, incense sticks dedicated to our Marist martyrs, the Our Father in Filipino, and the Sign of Peace with joined hands and a slight bow, together with a garland of flowers for the celebrant. Beyond these rites was felt a deepness of prayer inspired by the memory of all those who have known how to live Marist charism in a radical manner to the point of giving their lives for the Gospel.

IN BRIEF
- The Province of Colombia offered a souvenir gift to the Capitulants on the anniversary of the departure of the first Brothers for the country.

- After supper a video of the musical “A Heart Without Bounds” (composed and acted by Grupo Katarsis (Argentina); of 50 minutes’ duration. The theme takes its inspiration from the XIXth General Chapter.

