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CHANGES TO THE ORDER OF THE DAY

A plenary Assembly was held in the second half of the morning, under the chairmanship of Br Michael Hill. The Open Forum on Restucturing was postponed to Monday 1 October. In its place these two topics were discussed:  a) procedure for the election of the Superior General and the Vicar General, and  b) presentation of the process for editing the Chapter Message. 
PROCEDURE FOR THE ELECTION OF THE SUPERIOR GENERAL AND THE VICAR GENERAL

Brother Jude Pieterse, as spokesman for the Commission on Animation and Government, presented the procedure for Election of the Superior General and Vicar General. The proposal provides for three days: the afternoon of the first, morning and afternoon of the second, and morning of the third day. After a series of interventions, mainly to clarify or suggest minor adjustments, the Central Commission fixed a period for the presentation of amendments with midday Sunday 30th September, as the deadline. When the election procedure and date is definitively decided, it will be promptly communicated through the Chapter Bulletin. 

PRESENTATION OF REDACTION PROCESS FOR THE CHAPTER MESSAGE
Brother Seán Sammon presented a proposal for the elaboration of the final message, which must include a plan for specific action in response to the calls of God, and the changes proposed to ensure increased vitality. The addressees are the Brothers and all persons who wish to live Champagnat’s dream. Br Seán also outlined the role of the Commissions and the Assembly, as well as the requirement that each language group elect a Brother for the editorial team, for whom a profile of five characteristics or competencies was indicated.

THE COMMISSION JIGSAW PUZZLE 
The Commissions continued with their work. During the Eucharist, a jigsaw puzzle with five pieces was composed, each piece representing a Commission. All were separate pieces, incomplete of themselves, but each necessary to achieve complete oneness. In the past, religious life had emphasized perfection; today we tend rather to speak of integration. Here we have an image close to the wishes of the capitulants. We wanted to avoid the risk of fragmentation which could occur if each Commission went about its work forgetful of the overall vision. The creation of an editorial team has this objective in mind. More than the production of new documents, we are emphasizing action and concrete means of achieving vitality.The Institute’s existing documents are agreed to be of high quality. But the task in which the Capitulants are presently absorbed is a demanding one: the zeal and the dream is for a clear response to the challenges contained in those five calls. The road so far travelled is felt to be positive, even though results are as yet uncertain. At the foot of the altar, the completed jigsaw unifying the five Commissions, constituted a symbol of what the Chapter wants to be.

IN BRIEF
- M. Jacques Boudrias, a layman who participated in the Chapter, was remembered on the occasion of his birthday.

- The Marist Missionary Sisters of the Society of Mary (SMSM) have elected Sr Judith Moore (of New Zealand) as Superior General. Sr Judith is currently a missionary in the Philippines. She replaces Sr Patricia Stowers.

- The Province of Levante (Spain) placed at the disposal of Capitulants a biography of Brother Teófilo Martínez López, 1915-2000, who was both Provincial and Councillor General. The author is Brother Francisco Báscones Peña.

- Three simultaneous meetings were held after Marial prayer in the early afternoon:  a) of the English-speaking Provincials, open to whoever was interested, on the formation programmes offered at Manziana;  b) the Conference of Latin American Provincials (CLAP); and  c) the Conference of Marist European Provincials. 

- The monument dedicated to St Marcellin outside the main chapel on the terrace was the gathering point for the entrance procession leading into the Eucharist. The sentiment of gratitude for the work achieved in the Commissions permeated the liturgy, especially after communion, in the form of free contributions in various languages.

- Tomorrow, Sunday, there will be no official Chapter activity, nor Information Bulletin. 

