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BRO. SEÁN SAMMON, NEW SUPERIOR GENERALOF THE MARIST BROTHERS

At 11:12 a.m., the ringing of the bell announced the election of Brother Seán Sammon as Superior General by the full assembly of the 20th General Chapter. He succeeds Brother Benito Arbués in the office and becomes the 12th Superior General of the Institute of the Marist Brothers.

BIOGRAPHY OF BROTHER SEÁN SAMMON
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Brother Seán was born on November 26, 1947 in Manhattan (New York, USA). His Irish father and English mother both had migrated to the United States. He studied in St. Agnes High School and afterwards the juniorate in Esopus. He made his noviciate in Tyngsboro, Massachusetts and pronounced his first vows in 1967. He graduated from Marist College in Poughkeepsie N.Y. in 1970. He taught at St. Agnes H.S. in N.Y., while pursuing studies at the New School for Social Research where he earned a Master’s degree in 1973. He received a doctorate in clinical psychology from Fordham University in 1982. In 1978 he had been invited to be a member of the staff at the House of Affirmation in Massachusetts and in 1982 was named its International Clinical Director, a position he held until 1987. He has published ten books and a great number of articles and audio tapes on topics of psychology and religious life. In 1987 he was named provincial of the Poughkeepsie Province. During his term he was elected president of the Conference of Major Superiors of Men Religious of the United States. Since 1993 he has been Vicar General of the Marist Brothers. On October 3, 2001 he was elected Superior General.

BROTHER SUPERIOR GENERAL ACCORDING TO THE MARIST CONSTITUTIONS

130 Brother Superior General

As successor to our Founder, Brother Superior General unites all the brothers of the Institute around Christ. He guides and accompanies them in their fidelity to their commitments. With them, he discerns the best way to adapt their apostolate to the needs of the time, according to the charism of the Institute. He has direct authority over every brother, house, district and province. He can temporarily dispense a brother, community or province from some specific disciplinary points of the Constitutions.

131 He is elected by the General Chapter, according to the prescriptions of canon law, by secret ballot and by an absolute majority of those present. At the time of his election he must have been perpetually professed for at least ten years. His term of office is eight years. He can be reelected only once consecutively. His resignation or deposition must be referred to the Holy See. The following procedure is to be used for his election: after three ballots which are inconclusive, the only candidates on the fourth ballot will be the two candidates who received the highest number of votes; if there are more than two with the same number of votes only the two eldest will be eligible. If there is a tied vote on the fourth ballot, the older will be considered to have been elected.

BROTHER SEÁN SAMMON, TWELFTH SUPERIOR GENERAL

1. 1839 – 1860 Brother François (Gabriel Rivat)

2. 1860 – 1879 Brother Louis-Marie (Pierre Alexis Labrouse)

3. 1880 – 1883 Brother Néstor (Jean Baptiste-Granier)

4. 1883 – 1907 Brother Théofane (Louis-Adrien Durand)

5. 1907 – 1920 Brother Stratonique (Antoine Usclard)

6. 1920 – 1942 Brother Diogénes (Henri Becuwe)

7. 1946 – 1958 Brother Leonida (François-Joseph Garrigue)

8. 1958 – 1967 Brother Charles-Raphael (Jean-Nicolas Ergen)

9. 1967 – 1985 Brother Basilio Rueda Guzmán

10. 1985 – 1993 Brother Charles Howard

11. 1993 – 2001 Brother Benito Arbués Rubiol

12. 2001 –         Brother Seán Sammon

Note: Length of Term: life for the first four; twelve years for the 5th, 6th and 7th; nine years for the 8th and 9th; eight years for the 10th and 11th.

BRIEF NOTES:

- Our subscribers may access, within the next few hours, the section of our website entitled “New Superior General” to view information and photographs of the newly-elected superior general.

- The election of the new Vicar General begins at 5:00 o’clock this afternoon.

