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ELECTION DAY

The legacy that a General Chapter leaves behind is made up of the leaders it chooses and the decisions and directions for the future that it approves. After almost a month in Chapter, the delegates have elected the new Superior General and Vicar General. They will be overseeing the series of decisions that will be made in the coming days. Who will be elected councilors? How many votes will they need? Will the climate of dialog continue?

AN ELECTION SIMILAR TO A PAPAL CONCLAVE

At 10:00 a.m. the capitulants gathered in the Chapter Hall for the election of the Superior General. They had had three hours to pray over the list of names given them at 7:00 a.m. In the center of the Hall stood a reliquary of St. Marcellin, illuminated by a single candle. There were two paper shredders for the used ballots. Brother Benito Arbués presided. Brothers Juan Miguel Anaya and Henri Catteau were the secretaries, Brothers Charles Howard and Oscar Martín the vote counters. Brother Antonio Ramalho was the moderator recording the details of the election. Any Brother older than 35 and with 10 years of perpetual profession was eligible to be elected. Brother Leo Shea, who was in hospital, was unable to be an elector. Articles 130 and 131 of the Constitutions were read aloud. At 10:45, following prayer, the auxiliary personnel and the videographer left the hall so the secret balloting could begin. 

THE PEALING OF THE BELL: BROTHER SEÁN SAMMON, SUPERIOR GENERAL

Brother Oscar Martín, the youngest capitulant, came out of the hall and began ringing the bell announcing the election of the 12th Superior General of the Institute. All the Brothers and laity present in the house rushed down to the Chapter Hall to congratulate the new superior general. There were hugs and handshakes and words of encouragement and promises of prayer all around…a very emotional moment. It took scarcely 20 minutes for Br. Seán to gain an absolute majority of votes on the first ballot. Immediately after his election, the Chapter website announced the news to the world and, later on in the day, a Chapter bulletin published the information along with a short biography.

PROCESSION AND SINGING OF THE TE DEUM

Brother Seán headed the procession from the Chapter Hall to the main chapel carrying the reliquary of St. Marcellin while all sang “Avec toi, Marcellin”.

Once inside the chapel, the singing of the Te Deum expressed the gratitude of the Institute for the power of the Spirit, from whom the gift of new vitality is hoped for so as to introduce the insights of the charism of Champagnat into the evangelization efforts in the third millennium: the attraction of a religious life lived in brotherhood, an expression of following Christ after the example of Mary, in the service of education and the evangelization of children and youth, especially the most needy.

BROTHER LUIS GARCÍA SOBRADO, VICAR GENERAL

In the afternoon session, which began at 5:00, the articles of the Constitutions relevant to the Vicar General were read, followed by a short prayer. Then, once again, only the capitulants were allowed to remain in the Hall. About 5:40 p.m. the doors again opened, this time to announce that Brother Luis García Sobrado had been elected Vicar General. The ringing of the bell is traditionally reserved only for the Superior General. The short time it took to conclude the voting indicated that the election took only one ballot. Congratulations, warm greetings… The Chapter website and the bulletin summed up the news and published a biography of Br. Luis.

The atmosphere of discernment in which this Chapter has been lived has produced fruits of the Spirit. Men from various backgrounds and cultures have come together in agreement and elected the Superior General and the Vicar General. The Spirit of course can be present in other ways, but here he has breathed out the joy of unity and the sign of wisdom in the persons elected.

A SPECIAL EUCHARIST

The Eucharist began with a procession headed by the two Brothers elected today. Each Brother Provincial carried a piece of a large puzzle of the face of St. Marcellin that was set up to the side of the sanctuary. Each individual piece when put in its place reconstructed the face of Champagnat. In front of the portrait, a transparent plastic image of Br. Seán was suspended. This is the challenge every superior general has, as well as each Brother or layperson attracted by the Marist charism: to reflect the face of Marcellin….a beautiful image of who proclaims the Gospel: that in every person we can discover the face of God.

Brother Seán, with Brother Luis at his side, expressed words of thanks. 

As this day of election comes to a close, we have every reason to be grateful. First of all, to Benito—who has led us so well and so selflessly through eight remarkable years, and who has been a thoughtful mentor and guide to me. Bentio, I shall always cherish the time that we have shared together. 

Thanks also to my fellow members of the General Council—Claudino, Henri, Gaston, Jeff, Luis, Marcelino, Pedro, Richard, Yvon, José Luis, and Chris. Together, with Benito, we have shared an important moment in Marist history. What a rich mix we have been of outlook, point of view, passion. And always, we have looked to our life of prayer to be our source of unity. A rich blessing, indeed. 

And today we begin another Chapter, built without doubt upon the contribution of every one of our brothers since 1817 but in recent memory on the extraordinary contributions of Basilio, Charles, and Benito and those who worked closely with each. And let us not forget all who share Marcellin’s dream and charism: the many lay women and men whose hearts have been captured by the mission and spirituality of this simple Marist priest whose years of life coincided with an important time of change in our Church and world. Let us all gladly learn and gladly teach one another. We have so much to share.

Thank you for your confidence in Luis and in me. We have been touched throughout these days by your support, your love of us and our brotherhood, and your dedication and hard work. 

So, thanks to our fellow Chapter members, all who are working in so many areas (…)

We promise to work hard but also never to forget that it is God’s work that we are all about, and that Mary, our Good Mother and Ordinary Resource, will see us through. How blessed we are to live at this time in history and in the history of our Institute. Marcellin was given the grace of founding our Institute, and we are graced today to bring new life to it once again. Many thanks and please pray for us as we do for you, daily and without fail.

It was a very emotional moment when Br. Seán mentioned his deep gratitude to and affection for Brother Benito. The whole assembly rose to its feet for prolonged and heartfelt applause. The outgoing members of the General Council were also recognized by warm applause.

EVENING CELEBRATION

An aperitivo and an informal supper in the central courtyard brought this extraordinary day to a close. Brothers Enrique Escobar, Manny de Leon and Miguel Cubeles organized what has come to be a tradition, the Chapter fiesta. Humor, music, songs from different countries, and—this evening—short interviews with Brothers Seán, Benito and Luis, and gifts for them…

The singing of the Salve brought the day to a close, as we all gave ourselves to the care of our Good Mother.

