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ANIMATION AND GOVERNMENT IN THE SERVICE OF VITALITY

Following a prayer led by Brother Antonio Ramalho, the session began, moderated by Brother Joaquim Clotet. Brother Jeff Crowe, representing the Animation and Government Commission, presented the results of two studies.

The first referred to General Government. 

This document emphasizes the elements of animation that should be put into effect during the next 8 years, on all levels of government. Regarding General government, the following are established: objectives, overall expectations, animation, qualities and qualifications, make-up, recommendations…

The second study presented two models for the election of the general councilors:
Model A

Basic Criterion: This method aims to make the General Council a multicultural and international group.

16 candidates are nominated. They do not have to be capitulants. The list is made up of the names put forward by the groups of provinces and districts in the following way:

· Africa y Madagascar: 3 names

· America: 6 names

· Asia - Pacific: 3 names

· Europe: 4 names

Six councilors are elected, one from each group, and the other two from among the 12 remaining from the original list.

The election is by secret ballot and absolute majority. In the case of a tie, the younger(est) is considered elected.

Model B

This approach leaves each capitulant free to apply the criteria for election.

In an initial polling, each capitulant lists a maximum of 6 names.

Using this list, Brothers Benito, Charles, Seán y Luis compile another list: the 16 names mentioned most frequently, and arrange them in alphabetical order.

Six are elected from among these 16.

Ties are broken as in the previous model.

Both models reduce the present number of councilors from 8 to 6. The Council may, during their mandate, choose one or two additional councilors.

Length of Term.- A reduction in the length of the term of office, which is presently eight years, would entail a change in the Constitutions via a two-thirds vote. The commission is leaning towards retaining the present term length.

There was time for the capitulants to express their opinions regarding the number of councilors and the two proposed methods. The opinions expressed show virtual unanimity regarding the number of councilors (6) and disagreement regarding the method, with one proposal that took elements of both A and B.

This was a first-draft presentation. The commission will continue working on it.

THE COMMISSIONS CONTINUE THEIR WORK

The capitulants dedicated the rest of the day to work in commissions.


BRIEF NOTES

- Today’s Eucharist began in the Chapter Hall, and celebrated St. Francis of Assisi, Patron of Italy. Using the slogan Towards Brotherhood in Peace! Images were projected on the screen, there was personal sharing on St. Francis and nature, singing of a psalm with a Sri Lankan melody, a procession in silence presenting the fruits of the earth, greeting of peace in the style of the Lúo tribe (arms extended to indicate: I have no weapon; I am your friend), prayers asking pardon for abuses of the environment… these were some of the significant parts of the celebration.

- Brother Manfred Gschrey gave information on the video Marcellin Champagnat. Anwalt der Jugend (Marcelino Champagnat. Advocate of Youth), directed by Karl Bauer. Original in German, with versions in English and French. Running time 30 minutes.

- Brother Onorino Rota mentioned that San Leone Magno School in Rome has a blood drive twice a year. This coming October 14 is one of the dates.

- Prayers are asked for Brother Maurice Vincent, of the Beaucamps-St. Genis Province, who died recently.

- There will be a 50-minute video tonight at 9:00 in the Chapter Hall on Madagascar. 

