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NEW CHAPTER FUNCTIONS

The Assembly approved the Central Commission’s proposal that Brother Antonio Ramalho become Chapter Commissioner in place of Brother Seán—who, having been elected Superior General now becomes President—and that Brother Emili Turú become Vice-Commissioner. Brother Antonio Martínez was in the chair.

ELECTION OF GENERAL COUNCILLORS

The Commission on Animation and Government, through its secretary Brother Jeff Crowe, presented a new proposal for the election of Councillors General. The said proposition is responsive to the contributions emanating from yesterday’s session, and represents a synthesis of the two models analyzed:  
1. Proposal of Candidates: one list of 16 candidates, drawn up from the names proposed by the groups of Provinces & Districts

2. Election: 6 Councilors are freely elected from the list of 16 names on the list

3. Election Process: the Councilors are elected by secret vote and by absolute majority of the members present.

Capitulants will be able to propose amendments for subsequent discussion and decision.

COMMISSION WORK ADVANCES

The second session of the afternoon was dedicated to previewing the results of the study brought to conclusion by each Commission. A written document helped to synthesize the most important points.

Spirituality Commission 

Brother Don Bisson, president of the Spirituality Commission, presented the basic work outline followed, together with a series of propositions touching upon our marial and apostolic spirituality, on the organization of the network of marist apostolic spirituality, on a program of preparation for positions of responsibility, and for a review of the Chapter on Prayer in our Constitutions with a view to bringing it in line with our experience.. 

Mission and Solidarity Commission

Commission President Brother Antonio José da Silva presented the general outline and secretary Brother Miquel Cubeles commented on the major points of the document. These incorporate two types of content: decisions and recommendations. The most salient points relate to: the document on Marist Educational Mission, support structures for shared mission between Brothers and lay associates, formation, relinquishing of existing presences and the establishment of new ones, evaluation of our works, education for justice, evangelical use of material goods, the mission ad gentes and our presence among youth.

Commission on Community

Brother Barry Burns presented a preview of the conclusions from the Community Commission of which Brother Luis García Sobrado is President. The document singles out four signs of vitality, which in their turn become objectives driving the ten lines of action formulated as recommendations. These embrace: unification between community faith and life. Opening to the service of the world and the local Church, and the witness of a simple life. It will be necessary to see if any recommendations should become proposals. 

Commission on Identity and Lay Associates

Brother Pedro Herreros, Commission President, presented the lines of reflection and proposals, grouped in four areas: identity and belonging, formation, shared  responsibility and new models of community life. In the documentation presented, a synthesis of the means to be employed was outlined. A total of twelve recommendations and suggestions were formulated, directed to the General Council, the Administrative Units, communities, Brothers and lay people.

IN BRIEF

- The Eucharist focussed on the image of the Church gathered around Mary. This sense of gathering, and of a new Cenacle, was symbolized by twelve chairs, on the seat of each being placed a burning lamp. 

- The various sections of our website have been enriched with documents and photographs dedicated to the new Superior General and Vicar General. On the 3rd and 4th of the month, hits on our website were very numerous easily surpassing the thousand or more visits which been the daily average earlier.

- In Bulletin #34, we omitted to mention the Brothers animating the conclusion of our fiests: Brothers Samuel Holguín y Don Neary. 

