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TABLING OF ECONOMIC AND JURIDICAL MATTERS

Capitular activity today, Wednesday, centred on economic and juridical topics. The Economic Report and the changes in legislative texts occupied the debate and proposals were set forth on these topics. This Bulletin gathers in brief form the most important points, without entering into detail of the arguments in support of each change. Through these technical formulations, the objective in view remained that of a more evangelical use of material goods, a more lively prayer, and forms of government better suited to animation. 
REPORT OF THE CHAPTER ECONOMIC COMMISSION

The Chapter named a commission to study the economic administration of the Institute, and to make recommendations to the Chapter. The members of this Commission are: Brothers Guilles Ouimet, James Jolley, Primitivo Mendoza and Roque Ari Salet. 

Brothers James Jolley and Primitivo Mendoza presented the report on the Administration of Institute Finances (1993-2000). This report contains observations and comments, as wll as five recommendations. The Commission concluded that the accounts of the General Administration are correct and well managed; it recommended that the Generral Assembly approve the Econome General’s Report. 

The recommendations of the Report touched upon the contracting of external auditors, the nomination of another assistant to the Ecoome General, a fuller usage of the formation houses dependent on the General Administration (El Escorial and Manziana), and solidarity.

Time was allowed for the formulation of amendments and recommendations.
DEBATE AND VOTE ON CONSTITUTIONS AND STATUTES

The new redaction of Article 70 in the Constitutions and Statute 70.1, presented on Monday by Brother Mariano Varona and reprinted in the Chapter Buletin, was the object of four amendments, which were debated in the Hall. The Assembly approved by a two-thirds majority the suppression of the phrase: “Lauds is our morning prayer, and Vespers our evening prayer” of the constitutional text, to be placed in a wider formulation in Statute 70.1, which has been amended in a way that enriches the Commission’s original proposal. A new redaction of Statute 70.2 was also approved. 

CHANGES PROPOSED BY THE ANIMATION AND GOVERNMENT COMMISSION
Commission Secretary, Brother Jeff Crowe, presented proposals which touch upon: 

1. General Chapter Statutes.

Proposals referring to the Preparatory Commission, to the invitees, to the voting system and to members by right. 

2. General Chapter Rules of Procedure.

Proposals referring to the approval of the Rules of Procedure, and the nomination of two moderators before the election of the Central Commission.

3. Vicars provincial and District Superiors

A proposal that would allow vice-provincials and district superiors, with the authorisation of Brother Superior General and his Council, to be considered major superiors.
4. Other proposals to be included in the Acts.

Time was given for the formulation of amendments to those proposals.

IN BRIEF
- Brother Chanel Joseph (Marius Sanial), born in France, belonging to the Province of Brasil Norte, was congratulated on attaining his 100th birthday. Brother Artur Cardoso lwrote him a letter inthe name of the Chapter.

- Today we celebrated the national day of Fiji.

- Brother Leo Shea has been obliged to return early to the U.S.A. for medical a checkup.

- Yesterday’s Eucharist centred on the joy of serving the Brothers, and began with a procession of Brothers Seán, Luis and the six newly elected Councillors. Today ancient Hawaiian music was used for the celebration, and the Our Father was proclaimed in Afrikaans. The international variety of the Chapter makes it easy to experience Marcellin’s charism: “A Heart Without Bounds.”

- A Story: Brother Iulio Suaesi retains his normal way of dressing and going about bare-footed, according to the Samoan cultural norm. As the Commissioner was giving directions for the Official Photo, to take place tomorrow at 8:30am, a Brother cheekily asked if shoes were required! The exhaustion of the work does not seem to threaten the atmosphere of good humour.

