[image: image1.jpg]XX Capitulo General

Optamos por la vida




Chapter Bulletin
11

October

2001
43

FMS    Institute of the Marist Brothers  —   ROME   —   URL: www.champagnat.org

FAMILY PHOTOS

After breakfast the official group photo was taken. Apart from the general group of capitulants, photos were taken of each geographical group, of the General Council and of the Superior General. The group of auxiliary workers also posed for a photo. At that moment the capitulants burst into applause as an expression of gratitude for the work achieved by this large group of collaborators in so many diverse tasks.
A KEY FOR READING...

The capitulants today voted on numerous questions, each of them definitive. In this bulletin we highlight merely the most important points without entering into discussion of their possible consequences in a given case, nor into any evaluation of their implications. The contributions of the commissions will form part of the final Message, and at the time they are announced, readers will gain a detailed appreciation of their content. 
DEBATE AND VOTING

Brother Michael Hill chaired the session. During the course of this day, the following issues were debated and voted upon:

CONSTITUTIONS AND STATUTES
Animation and Government Commission

Brothers Jeff Crowe and Julian Casey acted on behalf of the Commission. 

a) To reduce from 4 to 3 the number required for a quorum of the General Council necessary for taking decisions, in all cases where no higher norm demands a higher number. This implies modification of Statutes 137.3 and 137.5 No amendments were presented. The proposals were approved.

b) To allow greater flexibility in the frequency of meetings for Provincial Councils. The normal frequency remains once a month but “at least six times a year” was added. No amendments were forthcoming; the proposal was approved.

c) Introduction of a series of modifications and addenda in the Statutes of Chapter 10, relating to the Administration of Material Goods. The Statutes so affected are the following: 155.1 - 155.2 - 156.1 - 156.2 - 157.1 - 158.2 - 158.3 - 159.1 - 159.2 - 160.1 - 160.3 - 160.4 - 160.5 - 161.2a - 161.4 - 161.5 - 161.6 - 161.7 - 161.10 - 162.6 - 162.7. Statutes 159.1 - 159.2 are new, and they aim to apply Brother Benito’s circular on the evangelical use of material goods. After debate and qualifications, all these Statutes were approved.

Spirituality Commission

Brother Mariano Varona acted on behalf of the Commission. Bringing the Constitutions into line with certain real situations. The obligatory character of daily Eucharistic participation in community was to be qualified by the following phrase: “... and, as far as possible, we do so in community”. This modification was to affect Article 69 of the Constitutions, and hence required a 2/3 majority of the votes. In view of a later proposal regarding future review of the chapter on prayer in the Constitutions, as well as in view of an interpretation of the Statutes themselves, the proposed amdendment did not obtain the required majority, and was lost.

COMMISSION WORK

Comission on Identity - Lay Associates 

Brother Pedro Herreros spoke for the Commission. Only one amendment was proposed, and it was approved. In the final version of the “call”, the comma afte life was replaced by a colon, giving the following reading: “To deepen the respective identity of Brothers and lay persons in the sharing of life: spirituality, mission and formation...” Life thus appears as the unifying element. The final vote was favorable to the document in its overall unity. 

Sprituality Commission

Brother Don Bisson acted on behalf of the Commission. Two amendments were presented: a) to introduce the reference as Mary into the call; and b) replace the word recommends in Proposition 4 by the word asks. Both proposals were approved. The four proposals as well as the nine recommendations, and the document as a whole was voted upon and approved.

Community Commission

Brother Barry Burns acted on behalf of the Commission. The final document has unified the language employed, incorporated an amendment, and converted all its lines of action into recommendations. One further amendment crystallized out of the Constitution and Statutes references, in the sense of explaining more clearly the meaning of simple life-style. There was a block vote approving the lines of action, as well as the document as a whole.

Commision on Mission and Solidarity

Brother Miguel Cubeles acted for the Commission. Three amendments had been received, two of them on the formulation of the call. The Assembly approved the Commission’s own recommendation as well as another on education for justice. "Marist Educative Mission" was approved as a reference document for the Marist Institute. The time allowed for this session elapsed before debate and voting was concluded. Outstanding business was postponed till tomorrow morning. 

IN BRIEF
- A video, Marcellino Champagnat; un sentiero per la vita (Marcellin Champagnat: a path through life, directed by Davide Demichelis, written by Antonio Sancamillo and Davide Demichelis; produced by the Marist Province of Italy) was put at the disposal of the Capitulants.

- Provinces and Districts who may wish to leave materials, especially photographic, which they utilized in the display, were reminded that they may leave them with the Publications Service, care of Brother Lluis Serra.

- The Mass brought out the sense of mission, placing as brothers St. Marcellin (a heart without bounds) and St. Peter Chanel. Songs in different languages, and an offertory procession with a map of the world, opened horizons to the most hidden corners of the world.
