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CLOSING DAY OF THE XXth GENERAL CHAPTER

Saturday, 13th of October, was the final day of the XXth General Chapter. Brother Joaquim Clotet was moderator for the occasion. The main tasks to be finalized were: 

1. Approval of the Chapter message: Let’s Choose Life. Document of the 20th General Chapter.

2. Approval of the Message to the Marist Family.

3. Closing session addressed by Brother Seán Sammon, Superior General.

4. Final Eucharist.

The Assembly also addressed other issues, such as voting outstanding proposals and the communication of the Chapter itself.

ANIMATION AND GOVERNMENT COMMISSION: Issues Outstanding
Issues pending discussion and determination, as contained in the proposals of the Commission, were finalized.

a) Proposal for change in the Statutes of the General Chapter.

These proposals concern: 

- the General Chapter Preparatory Commission (article 2): functions, provision of personal and material needs, overall planning with closing date; 

- concession to the Brother Superior General and his Council the faculty of inviting various persons to the Chapter, with speaking but not voting rights, in a proportion no greater than 15% of the Capitulants (12b, new article). 

- some concrete aspects of the election of delegates and substitutes (article 17, 3rd and 4th pars.);

- re ex officio members of the General Chapter: that Provincials also be considered elected members. This amendment not being accepted, the following continue to be the ex officio members of the Chapter: the Brother Superior General, the former Brother Superior General, the Brother Vicar General and the Councilors General who are in office at the time the Chapter opens, and the Brothers Provincial.

b) Proposals to be included in the Acts

The General House. After discussing the amendments, the proposal of the Commission was accepted, viz: that the Brother Superior General and his Council are mandated to continue making efforts to reduce the running costs of the General House.

TraNSMISSION OF THE XXth GENERAL CHAPTER
Brother Emili Turú presented a paper on the transmission of the General Chapter, offering some methodological avenues to achieve the desired result.

The questionnaire included three questions:  

a) What is the most essential in the lived experience and the Message of the XXth General Chapter which should be transmitted to the Brothers of your Province or District?  

b) What are the main means available for this transmission?  

c) What external aids could be set up to assist this transmission (Administrative Units in the same country or region, General Administration, etc

After a short personal time, meetings in geographic groups were held, and conclusions were handed in to the Secretary for distribution to the Capitulants.

LET’S CHOOSE LIFE

Document of the 20th General Chapter
Brothers Fergus Garrett, Jean Ronzon, Eduardo Navarro and Afonso Murad, as the Editorial Team, presented the message which had previously been handed out for personal reading before dinner.

The message was voted and approved. Once the numbers appeared on the screen, spontaneous applause declared the result. 

MESSAGE TO THE ENTIRE MARIST FAMILY

Brother Óscar Martín presented the text.

The Chapter Letter addressed to the layfolk intends to embrace all of those persons who, in their own way, share with the Brothers Saint Marcellin’s charism. 

The Assembly approved the text. When the official version is available, it will be sent out as the contents of a Bulletin, and also posted on the Chapter website.

DEFINITIVE AND OFFICIAL VERSION OF THE CHAPTER DOCUMENTS
The Assembly approved the following proposal: The General Chapter confides to Brother Superior General and his Council the responsilbity for establishing the definitive and official version of the documents of the XXth General Chapter in the official languages of the Chapter; this implies review of text to eliminate stylistic errors and contradictions, and to publish the documents once the definitive version is approved.

ACT OF CLOSURE OF THE XXth GENERAL CHAPTER

1. Brother Antonio Ramalho, as Chapter Commissioner, opened the session of Official Closure of the XXth General Chapter, presided over by Brother Seán Sammon, accompanied by Brother Luis García Sobrado, Superior General and Vicar General respectively. We listened, in a climate of prayer, to the Italian song "Salve Regina sorella" (Hail, O Sister Queen). All Brothers in the General House and Brothers of the International College had been invited to the Act of Closure. 

2. Brother Maurie Berquet, Chapter Secretary, read the summary of Minutes for the period 8th to 13th October, which was approved. 

3. Brother Seán Sammon pronounced the SUPERIOR GENERAL’S CLOSING ADDRESS. During 50 minutes, Brother Seán expressed his gratitude, and touched upon the most important challenges now facing the Brothers. His last phrase was the prayer: That we may be granted the fire of a New Pentecost which we have so desired.

When the official text of this address becomes available, it will be posted on the Chapter website (in the “Chapter Closure” section.).

4. Final Vote of the Chapter

Mmbers then proceeded to formally vote that the XXth General Chapter be officially closed. 

5. Brother Seán officially closed the General Chapter.

The Brother Superior General, as Chapter President, pronounced the following formula: The XXth General Chapter, having fulfilled the functions proper to it, has completed its work.The clock showed 18:43 hours.

CLOSING EUCHARIST

Various moments had a special significance. We may single out the promise made by each capitulant to choose life. Broter Seán proclaimed before the whole assembly: I, Brother Seán Sammon, before God, our Good Mother, Saint Marcellin Champagnat, and you, Brothers, promise to choose life. Thereafter, he asked the members of his Council: Brothers, you who have been elected to share with me the animation and government of our Institute, do you wish to choose life? All of them replied: Yes. Finally, he addressed the question to the remaining Capitulants, grouped in their five Commissions: Brothers of ... ... ... Commission, do you also wish to choose life? The reply was: Yes! 

Another warm moment was the Sign of Peace.  Forty days of discernment and labor had strengthened fraternity and friendship. On the point, as they were, of dispersing for the five continents, the exchange of peace was very effusive and cordial.

Brother Seán, at the end of Mass, with the help of Brother Luis, gave a relic of the Founder to all Chapter participants. The Eucharist terminated with the singing of the Magnificat.

IN BRIEF
- Brother Antonio Ramalho thanked the social commission for yesterday’s fiesta..

- The anniversary of Mary’s last apparition at Fatima was recalled. 

- Brother Eduardo López, Capitulant form the Madrid Province, was congratulated on his birthday. 

- We prayed for the eternal repose of Brother Gonzalo Buitrago, Maris Province of Colombia, and of Brother Paul Marc, Egyptian by origin, of the Hermitage Province, recently deceased. 

- In the spiritual moment which initiated the first session, we listened to a song Un corazón sin fronteras (A Heart Without Bounds) and we read some words from Oscar Romer’s Un futuro que no nos pertenece (A Future Which doesn’t Belong to Us.)

- Brother Joseph Udeaja expressed gratitude for the solidarity expressed by some Provinces towards the younger Provinces of Africa and Madagascar, as also the attention directed towards their needs by both previous General Councils.

- In the days to come, the Official Photo of the Superior General will be finalized. The one already supplied to Capitulants has a provisional character.

- A message was sent from the Chapter to Brother Quentin Duffy, former Vicar General during 18 years, of affection, gratitude and prayer.

- The Council, in the name of the Chapter, will express during the next week their gratitude to all personnel of the enterprises  assisting in the General House.

NOTE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

Although today the Chapter has officially closed, some Bulletins completing our information will be published in the near future. The webpage will have new material added to it in days to come, both documentary and photographic. 
