Convoking the XX General Chapter

Br. Benito Arbués 

Superior General

At the beginning of September, we Marist Brothers received Br. Benito’s Circular convoking the XX General Chapter of our Institute. The Chapter will open in Rome on September 4, 2001. This assembly has supreme authority in the Institute. Besides electing the Superior General and the Councilors General who will animate and govern the Institute in the years ahead, it has other important responsibilities. Among them: knowing and analyzing the state of the Congregation and the quality of our lives as consecrated and apostolic religious; evaluating the means that we rely on; seeing how well they are suited to Christian education – evangelization! – of children and young people, especially those most in need. This implies being aware of our approach to the world and our nearness or distance from the young. In a special way, the General Chapter concerns and affects us as brothers. We are all called to take an active role, in an attitude of faith, searching for the will of God. Its celebration, however, is not to be seen as a “private” event held by our religious community. It has an ecclesial dimension, and it is of interest to many lay people who share the spirituality and mission that we have inherited from Saint Marcellin. We have just begun a special time of listening to the Holy Spirit, reflecting, and praying which we hope will help us to “dream” together – brothers and lay people – about the future we envision for our Marist life. 
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