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The Preparatory Commission for our 20th General Chapter has chosen the vitality of the Institute as the Chapter’s central theme, adopting the slogan, “Choose life.” 

The Chapter will convene in September 2001.

The Lord challenges His chosen people in Deuteronomy: “I call heaven and earth today to witness against you: I have set before you life and death, the blessing and the curse. Choose life, then, that you and your descendants may live, by loving the Lord, your God, heeding his voice, and holding fast to him. For that will mean life for you, a long life for you to live on the land which the Lord swore he would give to your fathers Abraham, Isaac and  Jacob.” (Dt 30,19-20)  

Article 171 in our Constitutions is clear and to the point: “The vitality of the Institute can be measured by the quality of our response to God.” 

The choice is ours. As in the case of the Israelites of yesteryear, God has placed before us – brothers and lay people – life and blessings, death and ruin. As an Institute, we are posing these questions to ourselves: What does it mean to choose life here and now? Are we daring and bold enough to do it?

We look to our 20th General Chapter for a promising, hope-filled response.
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