“Choose Life”, but whose?

Br. Benito Arbués

Superior General

We are on the road to the XXth General Chapter. Once in awhile I’m asked what areas the Chapter will concentrate on, and what resolutions the Institute will propose. These are questions that reveal an air of curiosity and anticipation.  My answer is plain and simple: “I really don’t know what the XXth General Chapter will do, because our rules entrust the preparations for a Chapter to a Commission which is apart from the General Council. I receive the same news and information that the Commission sends out to the rest of the Institute.” The General Chapter belongs to every Brother, and also to lay people who are Marist at heart. The type of life that the Chapter will promote and how determined it will be to share our mission and spirituality are things that really matter to these people; likewise, the excitement with which we Brothers will take to heart the Chapter’s message and our readiness to live our vocation with joy and enthusiasm, open to the world of children and young people. The Preparatory Commission has proposed this slogan for us: “Choose Life”. It’s up to us to give this saying form and content. We are to choose life, but what life, and for whom? A life closed in on ourselves as brothers? We cannot lose sight of the fact that we are choosing life for the youth of today, especially those in great need. I want us to choose – firmly and unambiguously – to work on developing communities of LIFE that will journey with the young and our lay associates toward the heart and soul of our faith: Jesus Christ.
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