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Humility and Simplicity. Two words that come to mind each time I think about the charism of Saint Marcellin Champagnat and the Marist Family. And in my imagination, these two words, which encompass such a variety of values and concepts, are turned into a drop of dew on a little flower, on a cold winter’s morning at the Hermitage.

Thus can the work of the Marist family be summed up. A humble work. Drop by drop, a work aimed at spreading the values of Saint Marcellin, beginning with the most basic, so that this tiny flower, these millions of children and young people all over the world who are educated by the Marist Brothers, might flourish and new seeds of life might blossom as the years go by. That is what our choice ought to be. There is no better slogan, then, for the General Chapter than Choose Life! Choosing life is something that we should never forget, although in easy-going times or out of habit, many never give this slogan a second thought. But our great Marist family is forever keeping it in mind. We work away humbly, tilling the ground with care, preparing the soil well so that the seed can germinate. The Marist Family supplies that drop of water that moistens and strengthens the little buds of life, so that they will grow in wisdom and goodness – so that one day they themselves will turn into dewdrops to help others know the way of Saint Marcellin Champagnat, a way that continues to thrive, thanks to our worldwide Marist Family.
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