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It is my great pleasure to thank the 770 lay men and women who, either individually or in groups, have made the task of our Commission so much easier in preparing for the Brothers’ 20th General Chapter.

The fact that the responses come mainly from Latin America (37 groups and 222 people) and Europe (35 groups and 505 people) is due more to the make-up of our works throughout the world and the disposition of Provincials than to any lack of desire to participate.

In a separate analysis of the responses of lay people and the brothers, we find a great similarity in the list of topics that the Chapter should take up, and the hopes for the period following the Chapter.

Lay people and the brothers agreed on five of the six most often mentioned topics – Spirituality, Solidarity, Vocation Ministry, the Laity, and Community Life – although in a different order of preference. The number one topic listed by lay people was the Laity – very understandable! Lay people chose Presence in New Places, while the brothers listed Mission.

The hopes coincide completely, although the order of preference is different once again. The four hopes most often cited by lay people and the brothers are: an Increase in Sharing with the Laity, Renewal of Community Life, an Increase in Vocations, and an Increase in our Presence among the Poor.
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