Prayer for the XXI General Chapter
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We praise you,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.

You inspired Marcellin Champagnat
to labor for your Kingdom
and to make Jesus known and loved
in the circumstances of the people of his time,
especially the poor.

You gave him Mary as his ordinary resource
and model of unbounded “yes”
in responding to your call with courage and strong resolve.

You bestowed upon the many generations
of brothers and lay men and women
the same zeal to work in bringing Christ-life to birth
in this constantly changing world.

We give you thanks
for your abundant blessings on our Institute
in the many aspects of its life and mission.

We are grateful that the Marist charism
has grown to be ever more relevant with the passage of time.

We rejoice in the numerous men and women
who continue to share and keep alive Marcellin’s dream
of bringing young people closer to Jesus and Mary. 
As modern-day Champagnats, we recognize the challenges you set before us
in the realities of the world and of the young.

Endow us with the wisdom
to see clearly the way in which you are leading us
so that we may continue to be signs of your loving
presence today.

Give to the delegates of our 21st General Chapter
the openness of mind and the generosity of heart
to listen to the signs of the times.

Inspire them to truly discern your will for our Institute.
As we move in faith, hope and love
to two hundred years of Marist presence,
create in us new hearts for a new world.

Amen
