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1. To start with Salve Regina
2. Lectio Divina : Personal reading and Meditation
A new heart for a new world

A General Chapter comes but every eight years and it is up to us to make the best of it. 
We can be sure that God’s grace is there for us; our response is what is always in question. Are we willing to be daring, to make difficult, even unexpected, decisions, and to pay the price to make them a reality? If so, a look at some of the following challenges will be necessary:

One, rather than turning away our attention from the generation to whom Marcellin gave his heart, we must reverse this trend present in parts of our Institute and become instead the Church’s experts on the evangelization of poor children and young people, wherever they might be found … 
Two, like Marcellin we must be, first and foremost, men of God. That fact should be evident in all that we do and say. No longer can we tolerate in ourselves or in one another a situation wherein we appear to be effective workers for the Kingdom but at the same time fall short when it comes to our own life of prayer and spirituality … 
Three, aspects of our programs of initial and ongoing formation need study and change. Some in the first category appear to be emphasizing professional training more than religious formation … 
Four, community is at the heart of our life as brothers. Increasingly the lack of it is also being cited by brothers as among their reasons for seeking dispensation from vows. We must learn the skills necessary to live together in community and to do so in a way that is life-giving, simple and supportive, and open to those with whom we share mission and those whom we are called to serve. Our communities should be places where young people feel welcome, accepted, at home … 
Five, the vocation of a Marist brother and a Marist layman or woman are two different callings and both are necessary for the full life of the Church. We must clarify some current confusion about the identity of each by describing those elements held in common by Marist brothers and Marist laymen and women as well as those characteristics that make each of these respective vocations unique … 
Six, the promotion of vocations must be a priority for all of us. Prayers for vocations are a given; there is also a great deal of other work that remains to be done …
Seven, this Chapter would be another good place to show our respect for diverse cultures that exist among us and our many different ways of doing things … 
3. Echo of a sentence or a word

4. Our Father
5. To conclude with a chorus : « Ubi caritas et amor, Ubi caritas Deus ibi est »
