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Introductory rite.

Today we celebrate the nativity of Mary, sign of hope in the history of salvation.  The feast is an important day for us, the members of the XXI General Chapter.  Marists around the world have their eyes turned towards us and their hearts united with us.  Hope is stirred into new life: hope for a new heart and a new world.  We celebrate the Eucharist with gratitude, and in union with the entire Marist Family, especially with the Marist Fathers who, like ourselves, are gathered in Chapter these days.   

 Entrance Song

Lord, we come from the four points of the horizon to join our hearts to you.

Lord, we come from the four points of the horizon to enter in your dwelling.

1. We have marched the human pathways; borne the burden of our days.
We have known fatigue and suffering;  now we offer you our love.

2. We have traveled with our brothers; we have borne the weight of days.

We have suffered with the suffering; now we offer you our love.  

3. We are gathered round your table; we unite to speak with you.

You will gift us with your love; we will simply chant our joy.
Lord, we chant your praises; Lord, we praise your name.

Lord, it is our pleasure, to come within your house.  

Gloria (Taizé)
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First reading.

Micah 5:1-4a

The LORD says: You, Bethlehem-Ephrathah, too small to be among the clans of Judah,
From you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler in Israel; whose origin is from of old, from ancient times. (Therefore the Lord will give them up, until the time when she who is to give birth has borne, and the rest of his brethren shall return to the children of Israel.) 

He shall stand firm and shepherd his flock by the strength of the LORD, in the majestic name of the LORD, his God; and they shall remain, for now his greatness shall reach to the ends of the earth; he shall be peace.

Responsory. (Psalm 13:6ab, 6c)


R. With delight I rejoice in the Lord.

I trust in your faithfulness. Grant my heart joy in your help 

R. With delight I rejoice in the Lord.

That I may sing of the LORD, "How good our God has been to me!"
R.  With delight I rejoice in the Lord. 

Alleluia
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Gospel (Mathew 1:1-16, 18-23 or 1:18-23)

The Book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of Abraham. Abraham became the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers.
Judah became the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Perez became the father of Hezron, Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the father of Amminadab. Amminadab became the father of Nahshon, Nahshon the father of Salmon, Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab. Boaz became the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth. Obed became the father of Jesse, Jesse the father of David the king.
David became the father of Solomon, whose mother had been the wife of Uriah. Solomon became the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asaph. Asaph became the father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, Joram the father of Uzziah. Uzziah became the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah. Hezekiah became the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amos, Amos the father of Josiah. Josiah became the father of Jechoniah and his brothers at the time of the Babylonian exile.

After the Babylonian exile, Jechoniah became the father of Shealtiel, Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel, Zerubbabel the father of Abiud. Abiud became the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, Azor the father of Zadok. Zadok became the father of Achim, Achim the father of Eliud, Eliud the father of Eleazar. Eleazar became the father of Matthan, Matthan the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Joseph, the husband of Mary. Of her was born Jesus who is called the Christ.

Now this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about. When his mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found with child through the Holy Spirit.
Joseph her husband, since he was a righteous man, yet unwilling to expose her to shame,
decided to divorce her quietly. Such was his intention when, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary your wife into your home. For it is through the Holy Spirit that this child has been conceived in her. She will bear a son and you are to name him Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins.” 

All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: Behold, the virgin shall be with child and bear a son,and they shall name him Emmanuel, which means “God is with us.” 

Homily – The Profession of Faith

General intercessions.

1- With thankful hearts, we pray for all those who have devoted themselves in many varied ways to the preparation of the XXI General Chapter.  May the Lord grant them the blessings and graces of which they stand in need: we pray to you, O Lord. 
2- On the feast of Mary’s birth, we pray that, through her intercession, we may be open to the Spirit’s guidance throughout this Chapter process, faithful to our charism, to the calls of contemporary realities, and to the dynamism of history: we pray to you, O Lord. 

3- We pray for those to whom, following Mary’s example, we are called to witness and announce Jesus Christ, especially the poor, young people and children: that they be able to lead a life of dignity, and feel themselves to be agents in the transformation of society: we pray to you, O Lord.  

4- We pray for vocations, especially to Marist life.  May the Lord send workers into his vineyard and sustain them in the mission he has entrusted to them: we pray to you, O Lord.

5- We pray for the Church, that in a diversity of languages and cultures, she may announce and witness to unity in Jesus Christ.  May the Church contribute to the works of peace and justice among all peoples and nations: we pray to you, O Lord. 

6- We pray for all the deceased members of our immediate families and our relatives, those who have transmitted life and goodness to us.  May they continue to be present to us in our apostolic works; may they help us to remain faithful to our call: we pray to you, O Lord. 

Liturgy of the Eucharist. 

Mary statue  Circulars Brood and vine 

A heart that can love (pe Zezinho)

You have given me a heart that can love, that can feel and grant forgiveness

That can weep, that can smile: thus you have created me.

You have given me a heart that can dream, restless, ready to pulsate,

Anxious to understand all the blessing that you bestow.

This is what I come to offer you, 
to place before your altar;

 Accept all, for all belongs to you, 
my heart no longer mine. 

O Lord, I desire that my heart be ever filled with your peace,

That it never feel hatred or bitterness.

I desire that my prayer grow and make me mature.

Allow me to taste the fruits of your love.

 This is what I come to offer you, 
to place before your altar;

 Accept all, for all belongs to you, 
my heart no longer mine.
Sanctus. 


Pater noster 

Concluding:Salve Regina.

