Brothers and Lay People, in a new spirit of Communion
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Program Venues
Commencement Venue

St Patrick’s Church Hill, The Rocks, Sydney
Wednesday May 19
Commencement time: 8.00am
Breakfast included

The Crypt, St Patrick’s Church Hill, Sydney
20 Grosvenor Street, Sydney

stpatschurchhill.org

After morning sessions participants will make a pilgrimage to The Hermitage, Mittagong, for lunch at 1.00pm
Program Venue
The Hermitage, Mittagong
Wednesday May 19 – Sunday May 23
Lavalla, The Hermitage

Bong Bong Road

Mittagong

Program Conclusion

Sunday May 23
Departure Time:  2.00pm
Chaplain

The chaplain of the Joint Formation Experience is Father Kevin Tuitu’u CP.  Kevin is currently chaplain at Trinity Catholic College, Auburn/Regent’s Park, and has worked in Marist schools for the last 9 years.
Director of the Bureau of the Laity

Br Pau Fornells, the Director of the Bureau of the Laity, will be our special guest joining us for the program.  Pau instigated the first international joint formation experiences in Quito, Ecuador, and St Paul Trois Châteaux, France, and was instrumental as coauthor of the new Marist Laity document Gathered Around The Same Table. 
Program Costs

The total cost of the 5 day program (accommodation, meals, materials, etc) for Sydney Province participants will be covered by the Marist Brothers Sydney Province.
Flights for Interstate Participants

The cost of flights for Sydney Province Interstate participants will be covered by the Marist Brothers Sydney Province.  

Transport 

A bus will take participants (and luggage) to Mittagong on Wednesday 19 and return to the airport by 3.30pm (or Sydney Central Station by 4.00pm) on Sunday 23 May.  Please do not book your return flights before 4.30pm on Sunday 23rd May.

Weather

Span of temperatures in May at Mittagong: 
6°C up to 16°C
Wednesday Schedule

Wednesday May 19
8.00am

Welcome & breakfast, St Patrick’s Crypt, Church Hill, The Rocks, Sydney
8.45am

Overview of program and dynamics

9.00am

Session 

10.00am
Session 

10.50am
Break

11.00am
Depart for The Hermitage, Mittagong

1.00pm

Lunch at The Hermitage

2.30pm

Session 

3.45pm

Break

4.00pm

Session 

5.30pm

Pre-dinner gathering

6.00pm

Dinner

7.30pm

Session 

9.00pm

Night Prayer

Daily Schedule

 Thursday 20, Friday 21 & Saturday 22

7.40am

Breakfast

8.45am

Prayer

9.00am

Session 

10.30am
Break

11.00am
Session 

12.30pm
Lunch

2.00pm

Session 

3.15pm

Break

3.45pm

Session 

5.00pm

Silent time

5.30pm

Eucharist

6.00pm

Pre-dinner gathering

6.30pm

Dinner (Saturday evening: Marist International Dinner)
Sunday Schedule - Sunday 23

7.40am

Breakfast

8.45am

Prayer

9.00am

Session

10.30am
Break

11.00am
Final Eucharist and Commissioning
12.30pm
Lunch
2.00pm

Depart

Program Overview and Objectives
A new relationship between Brothers and Lay Marists, based on communion, searching for a greater vitality of the Marist charism for our world.

We believe that the Spirit is inviting us to live a new communion of Brothers and Lay Marists.  Together we will promote greater vitality of the Marist charism and its mission in our world.

XXI General Chapter

Exploring, deepening and confirming Marist life and spirituality (shared life and faith through vocational discernment).

To become a family who wishes to share life and to discern the call of the Spirit through Marist charism.

We are called to recreate Marist life together, by drinking the water from the rock.  God is the rock on which we can have confidence; God is the living water which satisfies our thirst.

An experience of God
· It is God who has led us here.  We have come with God.

· We will live with God.  We will drink from the water from the rock.

· We leave with God.  God will send us.  Let spring forth from the sources of living water, to make our way in faith as brothers and sisters to bring Good News to the poor and dream new dreams.’ WFR

Objective 

The program will be an intensive experience of community living, with Brothers and Lay Marists together, offering them shared personal and communal formation.  The anticipated outcome is that participants would be skilled to develop and animate Marist life in their local area and throughout the Province for Brothers and Laity who feel the call to a Marist vocation today.

The specific objectives of the experience are:

· To promote a common reflection on the process of personal growth, maturation in faith, the discovery and living of one’s vocation, relations with others and the discernment of new calls.

· To foster charismic vitality through Brothers and Lay Marists living together in a community that reflects on Marist spirituality, common and specific identity, joint formation and co-responsibility in the building of a common future.

· To generate lived expressions of community where Brothers and Lay Marists are signs of the recreation of the Marist charism and make possible the creation of other similarly formed communities across the Province and the Region.
The program will focus on 6 key areas:

· Integration (Introduction, welcome and orientation)
· Faith & Vocation

· Relationships

· Mission

· Recreating Marist Life

· Synthesis of experience and future directions

See Process Overview on page 9
Process of Formation
· Process of faith: We strive to deepen our relationship with God, with a particular reference to Marist spirituality.  This, such as it is presented now in Water from the Rock, is an excellent means of living a deeper faith.  This book is not the only means, but for Marists, it is essential.

· Process linked to vocation: It is essential for us Marists to discover the common ground of our identity.  But this common ground and the development of the theology of the laity also asks us to be able to find, more and more, what is specific to each of our vocations.  No one doubts any longer that what is ‘Marist’ can be and should be lived in the different states of life. 

· Process of mutual relationships: We know the importance that Marist writings give to the community aspect of our mission and our spirituality.  We can never deepen enough the sense of community and of communion among us. It is not by chance that in contemporary theology the notion of ‘Church-communion’ is part of the definition of the Church.  On our level, we can think that the community dimension of Marist apostolate and spirituality is not only an important dimension, it is a constituent of ‘being Marist.’

· Process of mission: We are an active congregation with an apostolic spirituality.  We live our spiritual life in mission; the mission is the backdrop of living and putting our spirituality into practice.  In this ‘process of mission’ we are all invited, brothers and laity, to discover and to participate as much as one can in the mission of the Institute be it in a traditional apostolate or on the ‘new horizons’ of the mission.  It would be good to mention here the project Mission Ad Gentes which is bringing the Institute to those places which, a short time ago, were far from our worldviews and perhaps far from our hearts.  

· Process of recreating Marist Life: On this level we are thinking about individual formation and our formation in a group such as this to create places and spaces to recreate Marist life.  Formed in this Marist school, we are called from here to share this same formation with other schools.  Let’s not allow the flame that lives in us extinguish.  It will certainly be rekindled and deepened during the course of our days together.

Process Overview
	Wednesday 19
	Thursday 20
	Friday 21
	Saturday 22
	Sunday 23

	Integration 1
Welcome & Introduction at
St Patrick’s, 

Church Hill
	Morning Prayer

	
	Session 6

Faith & Vocation 4
	Session 10

Mission 1
	Session 14

Recreating Marist Life 2
	Session 18

Synthesis 3

	Break

	Integration 2 Presentation of Joint Formation &
Pilgrimage to The Hermitage

	Session 7 

Relationships 1
	Session 11

Mission 2
	Session 15

Recreating Marist Life 3
	Eucharist & Commissioning

	Lunch

	Session 3

Faith & Vocation 
	Session 8

Relationships 2
	Session 12

Mission 3
	Session 16

Synthesis 1
	Departure

	Break

	Session 4

Faith & Vocation 2
	Session 9

Relationships 3
	Session 13

Recreating Marist Life 1
	Session 17

Synthesis 2
	

	
	Eucharist
	

	Dinner

	Session 5
Faith & Vocation 3


	
	
	
	

	Night Prayer
	
	
	
	


Participants of the Experience of Joint Formation
	Participant


	Community

	Liza Adams

mliza.adams@gmail.com
	Lewisham

	Nathan Ahearne

nathanahearne@mcc.act.edu.au
	Canberra

	Br Ray Arthur

rayarthur2@yahoo.com.au
	Auburn

	Br Michael Callinan

mcallinan@fms-sydney.org
	Rosehill

	Tony Clarke

tclarke@fms-sydney.org.au
	Drummoyne

	Br Peter Corr

PCO@maristcollege.com
	North Sydney

	Br Jeffrey Crowe

provincial@fms-sydney.org
	Drummoyne

	Elizabeth Falconer

falconere@marash.qld.edu.au
	Ashgrove

	Emma Farry

efarry@bne.catholic.edu.au
	Murgon

	Darren Fitzpatrick

darren_fitz@hotmail.com
	Lidcombe 

	Sharyn Gill-Andrews

sgillandrews@trinitylismore.com
	Lismore

	Br Justin Golding

jgolding@trinitylismore.com
	Lismore

	Jude Hennessy

jude.hennessy@woll.catholic.org.au 
	Wollongong

	Br Cornelius Kelets

kenfms@datec.net.pg (Br Ken)
	Yangoru, Papua New Guinea 

	Czek Kersevani

kersevanicz@sac.qld.edu.au
	Cairns

	Julia Lederwasch

julia.lederwasch@mn.catholic.edu.au
	Hamilton

	Br John Luttrell

jjluttrell@gmail.com
	North Sydney

	Br Lawrie McCane

lawrie.mccane@mn.catholic.edu.au
	Hamilton

	Joe McCarthy

jmccarthy@maristmelb.org.au
	Melbourne

	Lee McKenzie

MCKELEE1@lavalla.sale.catholic.edu.au
	Traralgon

	Paula McLoughlin

pmcloughlin@maristsolidarity.net.au
	Rosalie 


Continued over page
	Participant


	Community

	Peter McLoughlin

pfm@marash.qld.edu.au
	Ashgrove

	Peter McNamara

pmcnamara@fms-sydney.org.au
	Drummoyne

	Shaun Naidoo

shaunn@maristyc.com.au
	Blacktown 

	Br Graham Neist

gneist@fms-sydney.org.au
	Parramatta

	Bronwyn Van Den Nouwelant

Bronwyn.VanDenNouwelant@dow.catholic.edu.au
	Varroville

	Mark O’Farrell

ofarrellm@marash.qld.edu.au
	Ashgrove

	Br Kevin O’Malley

kom.marist@xtra.co.nz
	New Zealand

	Alan Parker

champagnatpartnershipnz@gmail.com
	New Zealand

	Br Bill Selden

bselden@fms-sydney.org.au
	Hunters Hill

	Julie Sligar

jsligar@fms-sydney.org.au
	Drummoyne

	Wendy Tame

wtame@datec.net.pg
	Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea

	Brian Vane-Tempest

vanetempestb@marcellin.nsw.edu.au
	Randwick

	Br Peter Walsh

peterawalsh@maristmelb.org.au
	Melbourne

	Carole Wark

cwark@fms-sydney.org.au
	Drummoyne

	Br Chris Wills

cwills@maristsolidarity.net.au
	Rosalie 

	Jacqui Winmill

jwinmill@bne.catholic.edu.au
	Sunshine Beach

	Mark Woolford

mark.woolford@mce.nsw.edu.au
	Eastwood

	Chaplain

	Fr Kevin Tuitu’u

tuitke@trinity.catholic.edu.au
	Auburn/Regent’s Park

	Director of the Bureau of the Laity

	Br Pau Fornells

paufornells@gmail.com
	General House, Rome


Participants List (continued)

	Coordinating  Team



	Tony Clarke (c)
Julie Sligar

Br Michael Callinan

Carole Wark

Br Graham Neist


	Coordinating  Groups*

	Integration
	Faith & Vocation
	Relationships

	Coordinating Team

Br Pau Fornells

Br Brian Etherington


	Br Michael Callinan (c)
Emma Farry

Jacqui Winmill

Br Kevin O’Malley

Brian Vane-Tempest

Nathan Ahearne

Br John Luttrell

Br Peter Walsh


	Tony Clarke (c)
Bronwyn Van Den Nouwelant

Liza Adams

Mark O’Farrell

Peter McNamara

Br Chris Wills
Br Lawrie McCane

Wendy Tame


	Mission
	Recreating Marist Life
	Synthesis

	Julie Sligar (c)
Paula McLoughlin

Shaun Naidoo

Mark Woolford

Br Jeff Crowe

Br Justin Golding

Joe McCarthy


	Carole Wark (c)
Sharon Gill-Andrews

Czek Kersevani

Br Ray Arthur

Br Bill Selden

Br Cornelius Kelets
Darren Fitzpatrick


	Br Graham Neist (c)
Julia Lederwasch

Peter McLoughlin

Br Peter Corr
Alan Parker

Lee McKenzie

Elizabeth Falconer




(c)
Coordinator 

 * 
Coordinating Groups are responsible for the animation, presentation, 
facilitation and planning for the days of their nominated process area
	Sharing Groups

	Sharing Group 1
	Sharing Group 2
	Sharing Group 3

	Br Ray Arthur

Julie Sligar

Br Chris Wills

Brian Vane-Tempest
	 Lee McKenzie

Br Justin Golding

Mark O’Farrell

Emma Farry


	Peter McNamara

Br John Luttrell

Paula McLoughlin

Alan Parker

	Sharing Group 4
	Sharing Group 5
	Sharing Group 6

	Julia Lederwasch

Czek Kersevani

Wendy Tame

Br Graham Neist
	Nathan Ahearne 

Br Jeff Crowe

Liza Adams

Elizabeth Falconer
	Br Kevin O’Malley

Shaun Naidoo

Tony Clarke

Br Bill Selden

Jacqui Winmill



	Sharing Group 7
	Sharing Group 8
	Sharing Group 9

	Br Lawrie McCane

Peter McLoughlin

Sharon Gill-Andrews

Br Michael Callinan
	Darren Fitzpatrick

Mark Woolford

Bronwyn Van Den Nouwelant

Br Peter Walsh
	Br Peter Corr

Carole Wark

Joe McCarthy

Br Cornelius Kelets


	Other Responsibilities

	Scribes
	Marist International Dinner 

Preparation Group
	Chapel

	Synthesis Group

Br Graham Neist (c)

Julia Lederwasch

Peter McLoughlin

Br Peter Corr

Alan Parker

Lee McKenzie

Elizabeth Falconer


	Bronwyn Van Den Nouwelant (c)

Czek Kersevani

Elizabeth Falconer

Darren Fitzpatrick

Liza Adams

Joe McCarthy

Br Michael Callinan (wines)


	Fr Kevin Tuitu’u

Br Ray Arthur




Process of Integration
Wednesday May 19

Objective

To provide participants with an understanding of the dynamics and specific objectives of the process through building a community who wish to share life and discern the call of the spirit through the Marist charism.

Session 1

Welcome and Introduction

8.00


Welcome & Breakfast

8.45


Overview of program and dynamics
· Presentation of the origin of this experience of formation

· Presentation of the general objectives and the specific objectives

· Presentation of the contents and dynamics




Emili Turu Welcome DVD/letter
Activity to know each other (to create community)

9.00


History of Place (Story of Oceania) & Presentation of Participants




History: Brian Etherington (5 significant pieces of history)




People brought something so invaluable to a new place, life & mission.  



Something has happened to you, like the early Brothers, that you find 




invaluable/significant for you.  What is the edge or your sense of Marist 



longing?  What are 4 words that describe your sense of longing? (the Marist 


longing in you).

9.45


Presentation of the standard schedule of each day

Explanation on the organisation of family life

· Importance to have good communication

· Flexible, adaptable




Presentation of the program

· The various topics which will be approached (processes)




Handing out documents for the program

· Portfolio

· Schedule and program

· Rooming

Session 2

Presentation of Joint Formation Process
10.00


Presentation of Joint Formation Experience – Br Pau Fornells, Bureau of the 


Laity, Rome
10.50


Break

11.00


Depart for The Hermitage

1.00pm


Lunch at The Hermitage

Process of Faith & Vocation

Wednesday May 19 & Thursday May 20

With Mary

Objective

Personal

To identify and deepen my own itinerary of faith in my life, allowing it to be enriched by the process of faith as it has developed in others. To discover the personal elements of my own call today and how these elements affect my day to day life.

Community 

To identify and deepen my own itinerary of faith in my life, allowing it to be enriched by the process of faith as it has developed in others. To discover the personal elements of my own call today and how these elements affect my day to day life.

Note: A common thread leading through the days of process needs to be integrated and returned to throughout the program.  This may be done through the use of the pre-cut jigsaw pieces as artistic spaces for expression of various concepts/feelings/thoughts/reflections.

Session 3

Gift of Faith

2.30-3.45 (1.15)
Large group – 20 mins
Introduction

Question: “What does it mean to believe in yourself?” …  a story is told of the coaching young people to be gold medallion surf-lifesavers (or similar).  We mention especially that we don’t want people to introduce religious concepts yet … stay with human qualities.

Participants write large words / short phrases on pieces of cardboard using marker pens, then place up on floor – stay standing after placement and walk around to see what others have written.

Perhaps use the music video “What Faith Can Do” (by Kutless) … pre-prepare an amended video using the actual band’s music video recording interspersed with words/graphics specific to this first gathering on the theme of Faith and Vocation.  Key song line: “when the world says you can’t, faith will tell you that you can”

Contrast / compare the video with the words we identified and placed on the wall.

Large group – 5 mins

Move into a religious understanding of faith ... could use the scripture quote: “Only faith can guarantee the blessings that we hope for, or prove the existence of the realities that at present remain unseen” (Hebrews 11:1) … 

Large group – 10 mins

Short time for written reflection on our own faith itinerary, where you have felt God’s presence.  Participants would be trying to recognise where God’s help and their participation in life has allowed them a clearer realisation of moments of faith response, and to look at WHO has grown faith in them.

Personal space in hall – 40 mins

A creative process follows: writing/drawing materials, magazines, glue and scissors are ready at the back of the hall.

Each person receives a piece of ‘paper puzzle’ (this is joined together in public at the end of Session 5 … Night Prayer … it forms a heart shape).  The purpose of the task is for participants to express something of their faith journey, using the written reflection as a starting point.  Participants may choose to use a combination of drawing, magazine pictures and writing on the puzzle piece.  This puzzle piece containing visual images and/or writing will be shared in Session 4 in sharing groups of four people.

Session 4

Faith and Vocation … a journey into Marist
Nine Sharing groups of four people each.

Small groups – 30 mins

Everyone in the meeting room to begin … some encouragement given to share freely in the sharing groups something of our own faith journey, using the writing and creative activities from Session 3 as a beginning point.
Large group – 15 mins

Participants come back together in the hall and one of the session leaders segues using the notion of charism being a gift for all … and that if we believe this, the Marist charism is to be a gift which can influence the vocational response of any person.

Use some extracts from Water from the Rock (WFR) and Gathered Around the Same Table (GAST) on the theme of vocation. 

Personal space in hall – 20 mins

Using these and also responding to the following three stimulus questions, participants make a written response which will be shared in the same sharing groups (4 people) in Session 5 after dinner.

Questions:

How has your faith guided and supported your vocation?

What is it about Marcellin Champagnat that has called you to be Marist?

What is the Marist dimension of your vocation?

Personal space in hall – 25 mins

Explanation of the use of the jigsaw puzzle pieces at various times throughout the Joint Formation Experience … participants will work on a different piece each time, so they are not just personal.  Participants then spend time responding creatively on the jigsaw puzzle pieces at a feeling level using the three questions raised as well as the WFR and GAST extracts as stimulus.

Session 5

The Common and Specific Dimensions of Vocation 


for Lay Marists and Brothers
Small groups – 25 mins

Sharing groups meet for participants to listen to each other’s responses to the three questions / WFR / GAST extracts.

Large group – 5 mins

Participants reconvene in the hall.

Some brief input to introduce the vocation of Brothers and Lay people.

Small groups – 15 mins

Participants are then split up into six groups of 6 people each … two of the groups will be brothers only, and the other four groups will be an even mixture as far as possible of male and female Lay Marists.  Each group uses a laptop to record in table form what they think is specific and common to the vocation of Lay Marists and Brothers.

Large group – 30 mins

Reports back (with a little discussion if time permits) from each group.
Night Prayer (Chapel) – 30 mins – incorporates the placing of the paper puzzle pieces from Session 1 (to form a heart shape).

Session 6

Marist Spirituality … a relationship with Faith and 


Vocation

Morning Prayer (Chapel) – 30 mins – incorporates some of the beginning themes for the day. Use Water From the Rock ‘spirituality’ extract (from the introduction of WFR) … read reflectively while participants use a pre-cut piece of jigsaw puzzle (same a Session 4) to symbolise some personal response to what they’re hearing (need art materials in Chapel) and their response to the following two questions:

Which of the elements of Marist spirituality touch or speak most strongly to you?

Which would you like to develop? 

Small groups – 25 mins

In the hall, groups are formed (five groups of 7) to consider Marist spirituality and its personal impact on people – no reports are needed back, but rather it is a preparation for the Inner-Outer Circles process.  Participants could use their jigsaw pieces as a stimulus for discussing the two questions raised in the Chapel, but broadening them.

Questions:

Which of the elements of Marist spirituality touch or speak most strongly to you and others?

Which would you like to develop, and how? 

Jigsaw pieces are collected in a certain space (random, not arranged or interlocked)

Large group – 35 mins

Inner-Outer Circle Process – set-up / rules of engagement important
Everyone gathers together in the hall again.  An Inner-Outer Circle process (4 inside, 7 outside) is set up.

Questions which could begin the process:

What have we done in our provinces/district in spiritual formation which has worked well?

What are the new ways the Marist good news could be announced in the years ahead? 

Debrief important

Large group – 15 mins

Time permitting, an open discussion to conclude the theme of Faith and Vocation.

Process of Relationships
Thursday May 20
In a new spirit of communion

Objective

Personal

Identify and look further into my experience of relationships with other people in order to be more attentive to the call of God to live in communion.  

Community

To experiment with and deepen the community dimension of the Marist vocation, brothers and lay people together, who become prophetic signs for the world.

Resources

Bible: Story of Jacob (God was there, but I didn’t know)

Paper to record people/moments of relationship

Psalm 23

WFR #102, 112

Basin & Towel (song & visual as model of relationship)

Session 7



11.00am-12.30pm (1.30)
An activity that encourages participants to explore their history of interpersonal relationship. Reflecting on the different relationships in our lives, particularly those that have ‘formed’ us.  
Draw connections with the itinerary of faith and vocational life – perhaps look back to your relationship with God in the faith and vocational dimension and map where your significant personal relationships were: those that were troubling and life-giving.
Large group – 15 minutes

Introduction and reflection on the theme of relationships
Personal – 30 minutes
Activity: To read my history of relations with others in the various stages of my life (relationship lines)
Reflect upon the different relationships in your life, particularly those that have ‘formed’ you.  Use shopper dockets to draw or write the names of those relationships.

Large group – 10 minutes 

Introduction to questions on conflict and communion
Personal – 35 minutes
Questions:
1. What are the most significant relationships that I have lived in my life?

2. Identify the conflicts I have lived on the relational level (family, work, community, etc).  How have I faced these conflicts?

3. Who are the people who helped me the most to be in communion with others?

12.30


Lunch
Session 8


2.00pm-3.15pm (1.15)


In Pairs – 40 minutes

Share reflections of the relationships I have lived from the previous Session 5

Sharing Groups – 10 minutes personal + 25 minutes sharing group (35 minutes)
Questions:
1. What qualities are essential for lay people to maintain fruitful relationships with Brothers?

2. What qualities are essential for brothers to maintain fruitful relationships with Lay People?

(Have I faced these conflicts?)
3. What examples of Marist life can you think of which are evidence of life and possibility for the future?  What I do that gives witness to my belief in Marist ‘community’?
3.15


Break



Session 9

3.45pm-5.00pm (1.15)


Small Group – 10 minutes personal time + 35 minutes (45 minutes)
Questions:
1. What are my dreams to improve and develop the relations between Brothers and Lay People in our Province?  

2. How can we continue to create opportunities for sharing Marist life?  Creating places and spaces for communities of life?  Models of community?

· A kind of final bit of dreaming, but with practical implications
· Consider ideas on a primarily social as opposed to task orientated level

· Perhaps consider implications (concrete actions) at all levels of Marist life (local communities, Provincial level)

· Convictions, propositions and dreams for the future

Large Group – 30 minutes

Report on A1 sheets of paper.

Other possible activities

· Mandala activity to express any special/significant moments in your history of relations with yourself and others

· Participants use a piece of paper to write a word, phrase or use a picture (photo language) to describe the feelings which they had in the process of revisiting the significant relationships in their life

· Photo language: choose a picture that illustrates your understanding and experience of relationships

· Placing of relationship lines intersecting each other – creating a visual image that our lives at Mittagong have all intersected with each other because of our common call to Marist life and mission

· Images of street children as icon of relationships

5.00


Silent time

5.30


Eucharist

6.00


Pre-dinner drinks

6.30


Dinner




[Group planning]
Process of Mission
Friday May 21 
Through the eyes of poor children and young people

Objective

Personal

Moving ahead together, Brothers and laypeople, sharing the responsibility in the understanding and realisation of the Marist mission.

Community

Moving closer to children and young people most in need and excluded; working out new ways of education, evangelisation and solidarity.

Stimulus material

· Water from the Rock, n.124

· Water from the Rock, n.135

· The mission is much wider than the Marist apostolic works and the Institution of the Marist Brothers.

· The Marist mission has its own character: to give birth to Jesus among the young, particularly those most in need.

· Marist mission shares the mission of the Church (the Marist charism that we share is a gift for the Church).

Session 10

9:00am - 10:30am (1.30)
Large Group
Quote: Water from the Rock n. 124 and 135

Introduction: 

DVD of selected Marists in different expressions of mission - would need to produce something that show Marists from a variety of cultures. 

Personal 
Personal journalling: What is your understanding of mission? 

Large Group 
Large group: What is your understanding of mission?

Alternative questions: 

1. Recall moments of your life when you had a specific awareness/consciousness/realisation of mission. 

2. What are the moments when you experienced a clear awareness/consciousness of Marist mission? In what way do they describe Marist mission? 

Collect key words.
Presentation 
Scripture Reflections: Abraham Gen 12:1 (Leave your country, leave your Father...go to the land I will show you), Jeremiah, John 21:18 (Truly, I tell you with certainty, when you were young, you would fasten your belt and go wherever you liked. But when you get old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten your belt and take you where you don't want to go.) 
Personal  
Personal Reflection Questions: Please use ‘Journals’ for writing 

How has the mission impacted or shaped your personal development and character: 

1) Which elements of the Marist mission enriched you most 
2) Which elements were and are still demanding/difficult or have a personal cost? 
Sharing Groups 
Share reflections, comments, etc 

Session 11


11:00 - 12:30pm (1.30)
Large Group
Photo story (images of various immersion experiences) 

Personal 
Questions for reflection: 

Describe what is common to Marist mission? 

What is specific to the role/identity of the Brother/Lay person in the Marist mission? 

In which ways are both identities complementary? 

In pairs (Brother and Layperson) 

Key Points: 

The joint mission implies building new ways to make co responsibility and decision making a reality in all aspects of Marist mission. 

The community in itself is mission. 

Group questions: 

1) In a few lines, describe what the common Marist mission is for you. 

2) What is specific to the role/identity of the brother in the Marist mission? 

3) What is specific to the role/identity of the lay person in the Marist mission? 

4) In which ways are both identities complementary in Marist mission? 

Session 12


2:00pm - 3:15pm (1.15)
Pairs

Questions for discussion

1. How do we live/work being true to the call of Champagnat to look after the most neglected?

2. How does this fit with the relative affluence in which we live?
An activity of some type to bring back to the large group. 

Large Group

Report back in some way.

Process of Recreating Marist Life

Friday May 21 & Saturday 22

To a new land...

Objective

Personal

This process aims to explore ways to bring renewal and vitality to Marist life and to see how it contributes to the common mission of the Church to build up the Kingdom of God.

Community

Outline joint formation processes to regenerate and continue to revitalise  Marist life applicable to our local areas, provinces and region.

Resources

Clips from the film Chocolat or As It Was In Heaven

Water From the Rock 105,106, 96, 97, 137, 123

Puzzle pieces

Cooking pot, trays, large jars or boxes for use as canisters

Pieces of card

Textas

Long strips of metre wide paper

post-it notes

Quotes on apostolic zeal from Vie, Letters, Achievements from the Depths, WFR

GAST

If the Lord does not build...

Open My Eyes Lord

Session 13

Ingredients for the Feast

3.45pm - 5.00pm (1 hour 15 mins)

An activity which encourages participants to explore their experience of 'Marist family' as a 'good fit' to determine the formative experiences which nurture and sustain us in our Marist life.  Use theme of finding the right ingredients to create a 'feast' of Marist life.

Large group - 5 minutes

Introduction

Personal - 25 minutes

Using Water from the Rock 105 and 106 as stimulus, reflect on the circumstances which have contributed to experiences of Marist family life which were life-giving for me.  Identify the elements which supported and those which hindered my formation.  

In Pairs - 20 minutes

In pairs of one lay person and one Brother share reflections.  Determine what formative experiences are common, what are different.  Fill out labels together. (Green paper - shared experience, yellow - lay experience only, pink - Brother experience only)

Large Group - 25 minutes

Pairs place labels on jars/boxes/canisters.  Sort responses by placing similar responses together.  (10 minutes)

Observations of what is there and what is missing to determine what ingredients should be included in formation experiences designed to regenerate Marist life.

Questions:

1. In the formative experiences of my spiritual life, what has helped me most? 

2. What has been missing or underdeveloped?

Eucharist - Ingredients brought to the feast

Saturday May 22

Morning Prayer - Fire Meditation

Session 14

Lighting the Flame and Keeping It Burning

9.00am - 10.30am (1 hour 30 minutes)

Large Group - 5 minutes

Introduction using dvd of quotations on apostolic zeal from Champagnat.  Music?

Small Process Groups - 10 minutes

Activity to explore what maintains personal charismic vitality and supports its transmission onto others in the future.

Divide into 6 groups of 6 participants.  Each group has the same 6 questions to answer (see below).  Questions are written on long sheets of paper placed on a table preferably  in a circle.  Participants have 30 seconds to answer the first question.  Bell rings and participants move to their right.  They have 1 minute to respond to the next question but they must write something different to what already appears on the sheet.  Bell rings, repeat process until all participants have responded to each of the questions.

Small Process Groups - 25 minutes

Process groups will be given all of the responses from one of the questions from the circle response activity.  The group analyses the information and determine the implications for formation.  The group identifies the issues or problems, brainstorm possible solutions/ideas and make suggestions for structures/formation opportunities/solutions.  These are recorded on large sheets leaving enough space for post-it notes to be attached to the sheet.

Large Group - 20 minutes

Sheets are displayed where the large group can see them.  Reflective music.  Each participant to read the ideas/solutions.  Any questions/comments/clarifications should be written on the post-it notes and placed on the report sheet.  If time allows groups can opt to respond to one question per response sheet.

Large Group - 15 minutes

Input on what's been simmering across the Institute - 101 different ways with Marist herbs and spices - Br Pau Fornells speaking on his paper about belonging or Br Teofilo's material on expressions of Marist life across the Institute, where we might fit in it all.

Possible Questions:

1. What keeps the Marist flame alive in you?

2. What equips you for passing it on to others?

3. What would inspire you more?

4. What anxieties/concerns do you have about passing it on personally?

5. What anxieties/concerns do you have for it being passed on at the Province level?

6. What would increase the authentic participation of people, Brothers and lay, in Marist life across the Province?

Session 15

Ensuring there is a nourishing serving for everyone

2.00pm - 3.15pm (1 hour and 15 minutes)

An activity to allow participants to find out about possible ways of belonging on offer and discerning which might suit them personally and in their local circumstances.  Discerning the commitment required to ensure the vitality of Marist life into the future in themselves, their local places and their Province.

Large Group -  5 minutes

Introduction to the session

Large Group - 55 minutes

5 minutes of input from 8 different groups (???old and new dishes or just the new???  Just the new would invite a different process):

1. Vocational Lay Marist group (Mark Woolford & Graham Neist)

2. Local Marist Communities of Mission (Sharyn Gill-Andrews & Justin Golding)

3. Lay Association (Michael Green & Brian Sweeney via recorded input plus Skype for questions)

4. Fraternities (Pau Fornells)

5. Youth Ministry (Peter Walsh & Joe McCarthy)

6. Marists in the Champagnat Way & Young Marists (Darren Fitzpatrick & Julie Sligar)

7.  Solidarity/immersion (Paula McLoughlin & Chris Wills)

8. Champagnat Groups (Wendy Tame & Cornelius Kelets)

10 minutes for questions from the floor. Or consider what other 'new' expressions might work for us.

Personal - 15 minutes

Reflection and response using Cinquain poem in response to the question 'What's God calling me/us to at this moment? Display the poems for possible use in the evening liturgy.

Tie into the 'new land' image to finish.

Synthesis

Saturday 22 & Sunday 23

Go in urgency!

Sessions 16 – 18

The process/content of the sessions on Synthesis will be coordinated by Br Graham Neist with the Synthesis coordinating group following detailed session development work in the other four process areas: Faith & Vocation, Relationships, Mission and Recreating Marist Life.

Eucharist and Commissioning

Departure
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