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THE LAY MARIST VOCATION
A brother came up to me and asked, “Are you a Marist, too?” (I think he meant to ask if I was a Marist brother.) And I answered, “Yes, I’m a Marist.” This expression sprang from the depths of my being and I felt validated on expressing myself this way. (Spain)

Children of Our Time

1. Our epoch, like all others throughout history, is a mixture of light and shade. While there has been an increase in our sensitivity regarding matters of peace, justice, ecology and spirituality, we must also recognize that the Earth is being depleted; millions of people are enduring poverty or living superficially and seeking power.

2. We lay Christians share the joys and hopes, the sorrow and anguish
 of the people of our time and, seduced by the God of Jesus, we wish to live and share today the Good News of the Gospel. Being children who breathed the refreshing air of Vatican Council II
, we have rediscovered our baptismal vocation and we are being led by the Spirit to transform this world into a fairer and more human place, by following Jesus.

3. With this emergence of our lay vocation, some of us have discovered that our identity achieves it fullness through the charisms of orders or religious institutes
. Their spirituality and mission have captivated us and we feel that God calls us to share their inheritance and to carry it forward into the future. Many religious families have welcomed this gift with joy.

4. And that is how it has also been with us, the Marists. The charism of Saint Marcellin Champagnat, present in the Institute of the Brothers, has put out shoots among the laity. To some of us, God has touched us and has given us a Marist heart. Certainly, more than our decision, it has been God taking the initiative. We cannot live any other way: We are Marists.

I can say that I feel fulfilled and proud of being a lay woman with a Marist heart; a revelation in which God, little by little, has been manifesting with new calls, initiatives, dreams; a history filled with life that never ceases... (Brazil)

Lay People in the Church, the People of God

When I approached the Marist institution, I was only looking for work, but God reached out to me and I responded to Marcellin’s feelings within my own heart. Somehow I realised that this call for me to work with children was something that gave me fulfillment, that gave me hope, that touched my life… something that I could do for the rest of my life and I must do it well. (El Salvador)

5. The lay life originates, as does all Christian vocation, from the response to our encounter with God, who loves us infinitely. It is the fruit of our baptism which directs all of us to that unique Christian mission: to give witness of the Kingdom of God in this world. 

6. Christ unites all of us as the People of God; equal in dignity and diverse in our service and state of life. Each and every one of us works in the same common vineyard of the Lord with diverse and complementary charisms and ministries
. We are a People united as brothers and sisters because we are children of the same Father. 

7. Within this ecclesiastical communion, the Spirit has caused to spring among the lay people charisms that originally existed only in religious institutes. The gift of shared charism introduces a new chapter, rich in hope
 in the progress of the Church. So too it has been among us Marists. The charism of Saint Marcellin Champagnat is expressed in new forms of Marist life. One of them is that of the Marist laity.

The Lay Marists 

I can clearly hear this call in my life, as if that vocation had been intended especially for me. I am talking about a call that pervades my life completely, a vocation that helps me to be more of a person, happier and more complete. It is a vocation that constantly challenges me and which, every time I respond with a 'yes', makes me better, in the different situations that my lay condition calls me to live. (Brazil)

Different states in which lay people find themselves with regard to the charism 

8. The world of the laity relates with what is Marist through a variety of expressions. Many people come into contact, in different ways, with the life and mission of the Marist Brothers. Students, educators, catechists, administrative and service personnel, former students, parents and friends… all know the Brothers and have heard of their charism. 

Different attitudes arise from this relationship with the Brothers: 

9. Some live identities distinct from the Marists: some, because they have made vital choices different from Christians; others, because they have already found their own place in the Church. We welcome and respect the different choices and paths, share with all human and Christian values and we work together in the building of a better world and we give thanks to God for everything we receive from the others. 

10. Other lay people have felt attracted by the witness of the Brothers. They admire their life and wish to be joined in some way with their spirituality or in mission, without this signifying consciousness of a shared vocation. It is possible that some have not reflected sufficiently on the significance of these ties and need space and accompaniment which would allow them to discover what God wishes of them.

11. A third group of persons exist who, after a personal journey of discernment, have decided to live their Christian spirituality and mission in the manner of Mary, following the insight of Marcellin Champagnat. These are we, the Lay Marists. 

Lay Marists: a Christian Vocation 

It was during those years that I began to feel the presence of Jesus accompanying me, giving me strength and hope, and waiting for me. I realized that I needed to stop in order to be with Him, so that I could find him. And yes indeed I found Him! He had spoken to me through the children for some time; through the young people and through the neediest, but I did not understand him completely. So “he took me to the desert and spoke to my heart” and he made me see that he wanted me for Himself, to continue b the Kingdom with all my being. (Spain)

12. We Lay Marists are Christian men and women, who in the course of our life have listened to the call of God to live the charism of Champagnat, and, from our lay state, we respond to it.

13. The initiative for our vocation comes from God. He loves us and wants our fulfillment, which is why he invites each one to follow a unique path. In this way, the lay Marist vocation does not originate as a necessity in moments of vocational crisis for the Brothers, or as a form of expressing friendship towards them. It is a personal call to a specific way of being disciples of Jesus.

14. The lay Marist vocation, like all vocations, originates and is developed by viewing one’s life in the light of the Spirit. This discernment has different stages; and so each person should be accompanied while respecting his or her personal rhythm.

15. We Christian men and women with very different histories and very different cultures share the call to live the Marist charism through the lay state. We thank God for the gift of being part of a family that speaks a thousand languages and has one single heart. 

The Vocation of the Marist Laity and the Vocation of the Brother

16. We Brothers and Lay people have much more in common than particular in our vocation: we both share the beauty and the limits of the human condition at this historical time, we live the same Christian vocation through baptism, and we have felt the call of God that drew us to the Marist charism. 

17. We hold the certainty that our respective vocations are mutually enhanced. So while we continue discovering who we are by relating with others, the specific identity of Brothers and Lay Marists is clarified and enriched by sharing life: spirituality, mission, formation…
 

There was something more in that Brother: his dedication, his welcoming attitude to everyone, his way of dealing with the patients, the renewed spirit that I saw in each sick person after he lavished his care on them, his spontaneity in the defence of the voiceless … All these details transcended the fulfillment of his professional duties... He was different. (Brazil) 

18. The Brothers are people who opt for a way of life recognized in the Church as religious life or consecrated life. They give us their witness of following Jesus through their public commitments. 

19. Their option for celibacy lived in brotherhood without being chosen, expresses the love of God as a community of Brothers open to all. The life of poverty, renouncing the possession of their own material goods demonstrates the evangelical freedom that supersedes the desire for possessions and opens them up to the service of others. The commitment of obedience to God, through the community, through human mediations
, signifies a special readiness for the Kingdom. 

20. The brothers offer us their particular way of cultivating spirituality, which encourages us to grow together in faith. The state of life of the brother is a special prophetic sign for the world and other Christians, which reminds us of our own call to radicalism and passion for Christ.
At times, at meetings or in speeches I hear the expression ‘collaborators’, when referring to the lay people, and I also see it written in some documents. This sounds to me as if the lay people were those giving what is surplus to them, people who help when they have time, people who are in places where the Brothers are not, people who do the works that the brothers are no longer able to do … What a pain pierces my heart when I hear the word ‘collaborator’, because I feel that they are excluding me! I consider myself to have a lay Marist vocation; I consider myself to be part of the family. (Venezuela)

21. We Lay Marists bring our specific form of living the Marist charism. Our identity is not reduced to being collaborators with the Brothers.

22. The love of a partner reveals the fidelity and passion of God, and brings to mind the passion and fruitfulness that should encourage every Christian vocation
. In a similar way, the love of parents for their children is a vivid image of the unconditional love that God has for us
. 

23. Commitment to the realities of the world makes us signs of God in the different social, economic and political environments in which we exist, while it qualifies us to discover, for ourselves, the calls of God in those situations. 

24. Our profession is a form of personal fulfillment and service to the Kingdom. The need to earn our daily livelihood, as well as the inherent uncertainty in the lay condition, allows us a more concrete contact with reality. 

25. Living the Marist charism from the perspective of women invites us all to adopt in our lives the Marian elements such as tenacity, stamina, maternal affection, tenderness, attention to detail and intuition in our daily experience. 

26. Lay people and brothers strengthen our specific vocations to the extent we meet with each other, on a road that opens up to the future and from which we have already discovered significant features. 

The Transmission of a Gift: the Marist Charism

Getting to know Marcellin Champagnat as more than the good looking guy on the wall was hard until I realized that today, we here in New Zealand have our very own Marcellin Champagnat who goes by the name of Br N. He works hard, is generous of heart, has a good sense of humour, is friendly and patient, can make you feel like you are the only person in a room full of people when he talks to you, relates to people of all ages, enjoys simplicity, makes himself available wherever he possibly can and does his best to bring out the best in everyone he meets. (New Zealand)

27. The religious vocation of the Brothers has inspired our own lay vocation. The experience of their welcome, simplicity and presence among the young people has captivated us and encourages us to bear witness to Christ today. 

28. Also the example of many lay people who have lived and still live the Marist charism with simplicity, has encouraged us to become aware of our vocation. They have written with their lives what today we put into words.

29. The vitality of a charism is shown when it is received, is recreated in the light of the signs of the times, and is passed on to others. Together with the brothers, we are responsible for promoting and extending this gift of God into the future.

Saint Marcellin Champagnat, Our Inspiration in Following Jesus

I guess that is what has always struck me about Marcellin – despite many obstacles, he persevered because he believed. God must have touched his life in a profound way and like Mary, he said ‘yes’. I sense his gentleness and his determination, his faithfulness, his trust, his firmness, his nurturing and his vision of a better world for young people. (Australia)

30. Marcellin is our inspiration to follow Jesus. We find in him a model of Christian life that moves us, enchants us, and urges us every day to excel in following the one true Master. 

31. The table of La Valla and the house at L’Hermitage are symbols that embody the gift of God passed on to us by Marcellin and they continue to be for us a source of inspiration for recreating the Marist charism in our day. Sharing bread and building a home, we feel that Marcellin is inviting, us today, to be a community for the mission.

32. Champagnat, who encountered difficulties in his studies, who spent most of his life living in rural villages, who wore himself out until he died so that the children and young people could experience the love of God, is today an example which inspires not just the Marist family. The Church, by proclaiming him 'saint', has declared him to be a model for all Christians. 

33. The Church recognizes that the insight of Saint Marcellin continues to be alive in us today and that he is a gift of God for the world. The Marist mission is called upon to multiply itself until, in all the dioceses of the world, the children and young people experience God’s tenderness
. We Lay Marists believe that God calls us to carry on this insight in history as followers of Christ in the style of Champagnat.

Three Dimensions of a Single Life: Mission, Shared Life, Spirituality

The first thing that captivated me about the charism was its educational purpose, sensing that being 'Marist’ is a form of being Christian in the world and for the world; an uncommon situation in religious movements. But what made me choose to be Marist, was seeing myself confirmed in my womanhood, in my being as an educator, in my being a member of the Church, in a community in which one breathes an atmosphere of family. This is seen in the depth and simplicity of the links, in accompaniment, in constant and liberating presence, in difficulties and in disagreements, just as in any family. (Uruguay)

34. To be followers of Christ in the style of Champagnat today, means committing oneself to the three fundamental Christian and Marist dimensions: mission, shared life and spirituality. We consider these three dimensions to be inseparable: spirituality lives in and for the mission; the mission generates and encourages the shared life; the shared life is, in its turn, the source of spirituality and mission.

35. The apostolic tasks can be different in the mission; the accents of spirituality, varied; the shared life expressed in multiple forms. Mission, spirituality and communion are three colors that form one unique ray of light: the Marist charism. Depending on contexts and situations, one or other of the dimensions may be dominant, but it is impossible to follow one of them without finding the other two.
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