3
THE SHARED LIFE

In the months of suffering and uncertainty, with our small son in hospital, accompanied in his bed by his doll 'Champagnat', I have felt our Marist family suffering with us, praying for us and being happy with us. We have known the authentic meaning of communion. If this is not sharing life, what is? (Spain)
God is Communion in Diversity 

54. God has revealed to us that his heart is communion in plurality; he is one and three; he is love, loving and loved
, a loving force always loving. As children of that God, we yearn to move out of ourselves to meet others and to live the dynamic of the same being as God. 

55. The Church, being the sign of the Kingdom of God, lives through that Trinitarian love. Therefore, it reflects in its interior the one and the diverse facets of humanity and, faithful to its mission, it brings about union in diversity. 

56. We lay Marists who wish to follow Christ in the manner of Mary, also take part in this way of life through a specific sensibility: family spirit. 

Our Experience of Communion: Family Spirit 

There is the possibility of beauty, fondness, respect and care for others, bread is baked, a place at the table in our house to rest on the road, there is a fraternal embrace. That is why so many of us Brothers and Lay people continue to opt for this dream. (Argentina)

57. Marcellin Champagnat passed on to the first Brothers a form of relationship based on the example of Mary. They lived in an atmosphere of family, of home life, of proximity. The feeling of brotherhood went with them wherever they went and formed part of the educational style of their schools. We call this form of relationship family spirit and it is for us a fundamental part of our inheritance from Marcellin. It is the characteristic of our charism that, from the beginning, most attracts people in the first place and which singles us out. It is our great prophetic sign. 

58. Family spirit is a form of existence that helps us as people and transforms us. It helps us to trust in others, to accept our own limits, to feel appreciated and to share the best of what God has given to us. When there is no need to pretend, but just to enjoy being with others. 

59. From this spirit, the small details emerge with the others that characterize us. Like Marcellin, we cultivate among ourselves the small virtues
: forgiving the little day to day slights, understanding the other person’s point of view and putting ourselves in his place, being cheerful, anticipating the needs of others and, providing our service with simplicity, being patient and affable, knowing when to give way when it is time for others to act… In this way we nourish our daily life and continue to grow in depth.

60. Through family spirit we open ourselves to God the Trinity and we welcome with tenderness those who feel far from any home. And so our Marist pastoral should be steeped in this form of existence which characterizes us and saturates our mission. 

61. Like Mary, we go out to assist those who need us, we visit Elizabeth, we rejoice in each other’s company and create family together
. We are attentive to the newlyweds in Cana, we offer our help with simplicity and we enjoy good wine together
. We pray for each other in Jerusalem, we experience brotherhood and in this way we build a community in the Spirit
. 

The Family, A Sign of Communion

By God’s grace I often realize how my love-borne relationship with my wife and sons sustains and enriches my relationship and contribution to the greater community. Demanding and sometimes draining as family life can be in a hurried busy world, they are my main wellspring for continued insight, growth, true joy, and a gentler heart. (USA)

62. The family is the first place where we experience communion. In it we grow as persons and followers of Jesus. Along with the normal difficulties and conflicts that arise in the life of families, in them also mature understanding of partners, self-denial in the care of the children and the elderly or the sick, the acceptance of each other’s differences, unity so that everyone can live with dignity and each one has his or her proper place; the cultivation of fidelity, the security of knowing that your place at the table is always waiting for you.

63. For many of us, matrimony is a fundamental part of our lay vocation. In our mutual self-giving spouses reflect the love of God, always faithful, in the midst of the world. We would hope that our families, following the example of Nazareth and La Valla, would be open families, abundant sources which increase life in the children, in the mission, and in the proximity to those who need us. 

64. Celibate lay people take care of their own families with special sensitivity, seeking to be the leaven of unity among their brothers and sisters, the source of understanding and care for parents and a loving reference point for the new generations of the family. 

65. We realize that there are new forms of family among us. Whatever the circumstances, we Lay Marists wish to live them like a Christian home, where love and understanding are at the centre of our relationships. 

66. Marists, whatever our state of life, take care of our families as a unique gift, and we are fruitful generating family from our respective vocations. 

Creating Communion throughout Life 

Nothing gives me more joy than to dedicate my efforts so that we Brothers and Lay people can set hearts on fire and expend our lives to encourage each other, making the dream of Marcellin reality. (Mexico)

The table of La Valla... 

67. The strength of this family spirit gathers us who live the Marist charism into a new family of followers of Christ, through the example of Mary. The table of La Valla is a symbol of the relationship that unites us. 

68. The communion between Lay people and Brothers complements and enriches our specific vocations and different states of life. There is not only a place for both at the table, but we need each other at our side. 

69. This sharing requires times together. Around the table people gather to speak, to laugh, to be together. It is necessary to seek out those moments and spaces for communication in depth, meetings of a quality that unite us in what is essential. Thus it will be easier to understand the different ways of thinking and living, and accepting our own and other people's limitations in a climate of true brotherhood. 

…unites us with the whole world 

70. The table of La Valla is enlarged and it welcomes everyone around us... We want to be a source of peace in our professions, in our daily life, in our own heart. The efforts of daily life can distance us at times from and confront us with other people; but, from God, we wish to experience these difficulties with peace and serenity, seeking to unite and not to divide. 

71. The simple table of the first brothers keeps us in communion with the Church, the People of God and with other Christian churches, brothers in faith, with whom we follow the path towards the one Master, Christ. Also, it unites us to other people, non-believers or from other religions, with whom we share a common commitment to building a fairer world.

72. Brothers and sisters in a shared humanity, we seek to build networks of mutual support as a way of making clear the interdependence of all peoples. Jesus invites us to care for our planet as a ‘common home’ in which all human beings live.

Community Comes from Sharing 

Community life took me out of my comfort zone by having me meet and live with people I would never normally have much or anything to do with and taught me to think about and be considerate of others before myself. Without a doubt community living has gifted me with broadened horizons and a more positive outlook on life. (New Zealand)

73. Family spirit generates spaces and opportunities to share faith and life: it engenders community. Following the example of Jesus, Mary and Marcellin, we meet with others to walk together, sharing and helping each other to grow in faith and the mission. 

74. We live very different lives; therefore the forms each community takes on are also diverse. The model of community where everyone lives under the same roof and that has everything in common is a possibility, but does not constitute the only lay Marist ideal. 

75. Today, in the Marist world, various forms of expressing this community life exist: The Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family, life communities of Lay people and Brothers, and other Marist groups.

The Champagnat Movement of the Marist Family

I am part of a Marist fraternity together with my family. What luck that this movement was born! My husband, my children and I have in it a source of living water and a constant inspiration to show that our life only makes sense through faith. This bond that unites us closely with the Brothers and with the Institute, leads us to reflect on our Christian life and to give testimony in our work and in the community in which we live. (Brazil)

76. The Champagnat Movement is a form of organization recognized by the Institute for lay Marist communities. Approved by the XVIII General Chapter (1985) and encouraged by Brother Charles Howard, Superior General, in response to what he saw as an authentic call of the Spirit
, it has, throughout the world today, thousands of members and, in a few decades, has created a network of fraternities constituted at regional and continental level. 

77. Its Plan of Life
 is a fruitful way of developing community life and it continues to be, today, a source of inspiration, so that the Movement can face the challenges presented in these new times: to grow in the responsibility of its lay vocation; to connect with the new generations; to pass on the passion for the Marist vocation, both of the Brother and of the Lay person; to be involved in new forms of mission; and to become involved more and more with other Marist areas. 

78. The Champagnat Movement, as the extension of the Institute
, has provided many fruits in spirituality and mission, it has increased the Marist vocation and it is a source of hope for the future of our charism. The Movement needs to concentrate on updating its Life Plan and continue growing in vitality
. 
Life Communities of Lay people and Brothers 

We spent some days of retreat together, Brothers and Lay people. It was then, when I saw everyone together, that the call came to me to continue throughout the whole year what we experienced in that holiday retreat: to live in community, Brothers and Lay people, for the service of to young people. (France) 

79. Today a significant number of Marist communities exist where Brothers and Lay people share their life around a mission. Some have come about as a to help young adults in vocational discernment; others through the work of social inclusion, others develop projects deriving from shared life and mission. Some are temporary, others of longer duration. They are all examples of shared wealth generated by people from different states of life. 

80. These communities also arise in other religious institutes and in various movements that wish to promote new forms of ecclesiastical life. They bring new vitality to the charism when they are initiated and accompanied by both religious and laity, through means of an adequate discernment.

Other Lay Marist Groups 

Through my involvement with the Lay Marist Group the family spirit, enables me to be part of the Marist family, to offer support and be an example of how to live the Marist charism in the school community amongst companions and students. (Australia)

81. In quite a number of places, Lay people experience community life in different structures and works of the Institute (educational communities in schools and social works, provincial commissions, animations teams) and in other Marist groups contributing their own color to the rainbow of expressions of the charism. 

82. The Lay shared life, encouraged by the Spirit, is growing and will acquire new forms of expression in the future. If we are open to learning from each other, we will strengthen, together, the Marist mission and spirituality 

New Structures for Communion 

I sometimes have the sensation of belonging to the Marist world because the Brothers have allowed me, and that I should be grateful for how much they have given me. While this is partly true, I would like to be recognized as Marist by my own choice and because I feel Marist and Lay by vocation; to be co-responsible in what it means to be Marist, as an equal; to a participant in the same spirituality and mission from a different state of life. (Spain)

83. New structures are arising in many provinces that demonstrate the communion of Brothers and Lay people. Mission is one of the spaces where this new development is perceived with more clarity. 

84. Co-responsibility in mission has led to the emergence of assemblies, chapters and provincial commissions and teams where lay people and brothers work side by side. Other provinces have created structures where administration and provincial animation are shared. The Lay people do not only carry out, but also participate in the combined planning of the mission. Enlarged provincial councils have also been created, in which Brothers and Lay people work together to respond with creativity to the current needs. 

85. Lay Marist communities are offering a renewed map of Marist life, a reference point for the charism that can endow new energy in the mission, although at this time the number of Brothers is diminishing. 

86. Communion goes beyond the mission. Jesus calls us to drink together of the Living Water
: to pray together and to share our spirituality from the heart. We need to continue developing structures that promote this dimension, such as retreats for Brothers and Lay people, experiences of shared formation and charismatic vitality, or other forms of support. 

87. Encounters among Brothers and Lay people are special opportunities to get to know each other better, to accept each other for what we are and to live more than ever in the communion of God who sends us, today, to manifest the charism of Marcellin in the world. 

88. As long as we continue walking together, new forms of relationship will emerge more and more strongly and they will demand new structures that welcome and encourage vitality. Together also, we can think of how we want the Marist future to be, a large and shining home. 
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� We are conscious that the final document should come from your own hearts, from your own faith, from your own experience, from your living the spirituality of Champagnat. We consider this document to be the first step in a process that you yourselves will complete in the coming years. (Cf. H. Charles Howard, SG: Idem, p. 416)
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