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WAYS OF GROWTH IN VOCATION

The future, and my desire, is that the Marist Family continues growing and that whoever sees us will say: “See how they love one another”, and on seeing the fraternity that exists among us, the vocations of Brothers and Lay people may increase so that the Kingdom of God continues to extend, completing the dream of Champagnat. (Mexico)

Vocation, a Journey of Faith 

54. Vocation is the affirmative answer to the loving call of God. It does not only embrace the initial decisions of a project of Christian life, but also the renewed fidelity to the Lord in the changing circumstances of life. 

55. We love our lay vocation as we love the Brothers’ vocation, and we are committed to spreading both. Enthused by the charism, we participate in the responsibility of encouraging a joint and specific Marist vocation ministry that will increase the members of our family. 

56. Mary is our example on the road to vocation. She teaches us to integrate life around Jesus, to follow him to the foot of the cross
 and to savour the happiness of the resurrection
. 

Stages of the Journey

With a great deal of emotion I can say that my experience of Marist laity is a road where there is no turning back. (Chile)

We Discover the Call of God 

As a pupil I was very much impressed by the then Brother Headmaster in his way of dealing with people. I am sure that he had an impact on my choice of career. For me it was very important that he should believe in me and trust me unconditionally. Without him I wouldn´t have become a Lay Marist. (Germany)

57. Many lay people are still unaware of their own Christian vocation. In some societies, the weight of certain traditions has brought them to be passive subjects in the Church. They do not feel called to a vocation, because nobody has helped them to discover it. 

58. It is necessary to invite lay people to set out on a vocational road open to the different charisms and ministries of the Church. For this, it is necessary to create gospel spaces that help them to grow in personal relationship with God. This implies putting in place a plan of human basic Christian and Marist formation, for all the lay men and lay women who are interested. 

59. In these spaces we meet with people who show interest in the Marist life in its different forms. We invite them to start a process of discernment. 

60. An especially important place for raising consciousness of vocation lies in the processes of juvenile pastoral. We Lay people and Brothers should be present in them, giving witness of our own Christian and Marist vocation. Living among the young people, sharing their concerns and needs, we encourage them to encounter God and to respond to him with generosity. 

We Discern the Marist Life Option 

Often I had doubts that my vocation was in fact directed towards Marist spirituality. But God continues writing its history, even in adversity. It took me a long time to realize how simple the Marist vocation is, and, at the same time, so compromising. Little by little I began to become aware of that call in my life, as though that vocation was especially tailored for me. (Brazil) 

61. Like all vocations, the Marist life emerges from a process of discovery: we have been enchanted by Marcellin’s Christian journey and that of the community of those who live his charism, and we understand that God sends us to be part of this family. 

62. To arrive at this point, there is a need for a discernment that presupposes three moments: being aware of one’s own history by the light of God, separating the incidental from the essential in life and choosing decisively. 

63. In this process it is necessary to contrast our life with our companions on the road. Therefore, we live and offer personal accompaniment, helping others to make their own decisions, based on faith. So, just like standing in front of a mirror, they can find their true face, their vocation. 

And we live together in constant growth 

I had to recognize that the desire to change people and to be demanding of others is not the way, that it’s only about guiding and understanding the process of growth that each one has, perhaps like my own. We all have our time. (Peru) 

64. Brothers and Lay people are responsible for the vitality of the charism; therefore, the processes of joint formation are indispensable. We design, carry out and evaluate these processes that mutually enrich us. The experiences lived in this field have been very fruitful and they invite us to continue being creative, generating new and better initiatives. 

65. Joint formation is supplemented with the formation characteristic of each specific vocation. The growth in the lay vocation involves deepening vital moments which are characteristically ours, from the Marist perspective: courtship and marriage, care of the children, the elderly and sick of the family, work, political options and affiliations, different life crises, retirement and old age. 

66. In certain moments of specific formation, the contribution of the other states of life can uncover unexpected perspectives
 to which perhaps we are not sufficiently sensitive. 

Fundamental Characteristics of the Journey 

67. The formation processes should be lived in community. Others help us to grow. Without their shared wealth and their fraternal correction we are locked in ourselves and our vocation weakens. 

68. The objective of formation is to revitalize our personal history. We believe in experience as the way to growth: experience studied, interpreted and shared in community. 

69. These processes are integral, embracing the different dimensions, human Christian and Marist, and they are also integrative, helping to unify our life in Christ. 

70. Formation also includes the realization of the causes of so many people's exclusion in our societies and the commitment to justice and sustainability. 

Preparing for the Journey: Ongoing Formation 

Crucial for my growth and discernment are: my love for the Good Mother, the life of Marcellin which serves me as encouragement and model in my day to day life, community experience in the pastoral of the school and in the fraternity, the experience of Church and of being open to all the other movements, the experience of my wife’s love and of being a father, and the daily contact with the young people that nourishes me so much and speaks to me of God. (Spain)

71. The lay Marist life generates its own wisdom. To share the faith in community and to reflect on it, it strengthens our Christian and Marist vocation. In this sense, lay communities should become formative communities. 

72. Ongoing formation is supplemented with formative Marist plans at provincial and international level that make us look beyond our groups and discover new horizons for our faith
. 

73. These itineraries should be created and animated by people who stimulate and know how to accompany processes. They help us to question ourselves and they invite us to find our own answers. 

74. The creation of people's networks and lay communities are fundamental in the development of the lay vocation and learning about other mentalities and cultures
. 

75. To share with the local and universal Church it is indispensable to grow in faith. It helps us to contrast our life with the great ecclesiastic community and to have the certainty of our fidelity on the way to Jesus. 

76. Also meeting with people of other Christian denominations, other religions and non believers reveal to us new calls of the Spirit and teach us to be more deeply human and Christian
. We want to know them more and better, and we participate with them in inter-confessional and inter-religious encounters. 

77. We Lay Marists commit ourselves, together with the Brothers, to new and daring initiatives in formation. We have before us the challenge of helping to bring about the dawning
 of new Marist life and strengthening the one that exists, making it more creative, faithful and dynamic. The future depends on our answer. 

� Cf. Jn. 19, 25-27





� Cf. Acts 1,14





� Cf. Vita consecrata, 54





� Cf. Bro Benito Arbués, SG: Walk peacefully, yet with a sense of urgency. Circulars of the Superior General of the Marist Brothers, volume XXX, 8 November 1997, p. 36.





Bro. Benito cites a beautiful American legend:





There was a tribe that had camped from time immemorial at the foot of a tall mountain. One day their chief, who was seriously ill, called his three sons and said, “Climb the holy mountain. He who brings me the most beautiful gift will succeed me as chief.”





One of his sons brought back a rare and beautiful flower. Another gave his father a beautiful multi-hued stone. The third said to him, “I bring nothing. From the top of the mountain I could see, on the other side, a wide plain and a crystalline lake. So awe-inspiring was the sight that I couldn’t think of anything to bring back to you; but I am convinced that the place I saw will be a perfect encampment for our tribe“. The chief replied, “You will be one to succeed me as chief because you have brought me the gift of vision, the vision of a better future or our tribe.”





� International Assembly on Marist Mission (Mendes-Brazil, September 2007): Idem, element 2 (Vocation 4 and Mission 4) and element 4 (4).





� Cf. Redemptoris Missio, 28-29





� Bro. Basilio Rueda: Opening Address of the first General Conference (Spoken Meditation of a Bro. Superior General to his Brothers Provincial). Circulars of the Superiors General of the Marist Brothers, volume XXV, 1 July 1971, p. 358. (Citing Yves Congar)







































































STUDY GUIDE 
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THE LAY MARIST VOCATION





Throughout the course of your life, how has the Marist charism been made present?





The laity relate with the Marist charism in different ways. How do you relate to it? Why?





In your experience as layperson/Marist Brother, what have the laity/brothers contributed to you? What have you contributed to them?
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THE MISSION





Describe (share) your experience of participating in the Marist mission.





What are some of the dark times and bright spots you have experienced while sharing the Marist mission?





To what new forms of presence, styles, places… do you feel called in service to the Marist mission?
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THE SHARED LIFE





What motivates you to make your relationships authentic, simple, and welcoming, and to live the family spirit?





The element of community forms part of the lay vocation. How do you live this aspect? What would you like to see in this area? 





How and where do you live the encounter between brothers and lay people? How can we make progress in this field, as individuals, as a province, as an Institute? 
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SPIRITUALITY





Where do you most easily find God? What are the main obstacles you experience along the way? Do you count on someone to accompany and help you?





In what way is Mary the model for your life? What are her main characteristics that most attract you? Which do you feel you should deepen?





In concrete terms, how do you live the presence of God in your surroundings… family, work, life groups, local church…? 





Note: The same question can be posed in reference to other characteristics of spirituality: simplicity, sense of humour, love of work…





Question of unifying chapters 2, 3 y 4:





How do you sense in your life the relationship among mission, shared life and spirituality? Do you unify you life in Christ using these themes?
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FORMS OF RELATIONSHIP WITH THE MARIST CHARISM





For lay people: Share how you feel about the relationship that, either personally or as a group of laity, you have with the Institute and/or with the Marist charism.





For brothers: Share how you feel about the lay people who either personally or as a group, want a closer relationship with the Institute and/or with the Marist charism.





Do you consider it important to recognize the Marist lay vocation? Why? What ways do you think would be most helpful to arrive at this recognition and what might that involve?





Looking at your own Marist experience (as layperson or brother), toward what model is the Holy Spirit guiding us, personally and as a group?
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WAYS OF GROWTH IN VOCATION





Reflect on your own faith journey. What have been the steps or stages of your faith journey, in which you have discovered your Marist vocation as lay person or as brother?





What realities are you questioning at this time of new understanding and vitality of the Marist charism? What style of formation might be able to help us face these challenges?





For each of us, there have been important people who have helped us find, grow in and live our own Marist vocation. Reflect on and share what we, lay people and brothers, might be able to do to foster both vocations.
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