Open letter
Today we feel part of a family. We feel happy, blessed and grateful because together we Brothers and Lay people can share the same spirituality and the same mission. A new experience of Church has been born today. (Bolivia)

Dear brothers and sisters: 

We are delighted to send this letter you. We are a group of people who, while being very different from each other, feel deeply the call to be Lay Marists and we want to share the joyful living of that with you: 

God has given us the Marist vocation 

We have experienced that the God of Jesus of Nazareth loves us infinitely and we have been seduced by his love. Therefore, we want, above all, to be followers of Jesus, passionate servants for his Kingdom. 

As a consequence of this, and thanks to the example of many Brothers, we have discovered that God has called us to live the Marist charism as a personal vocation. And, like Mary, we have responded ‘Yes’. 

This vocation unites us with the Brothers and allows us to share with them their mission, spirituality, formation… life. We are absolutely certain that our specific vocations are unequivocally, mutually enlightening; and we are a constant source of wealth for each other. 

We feel called to be followers of Christ in the style of Champagnat. Saint Marcellin is our inspiration. He leads us to Jesus through Mary, our Good Mother and Ordinary Resource. With the Church, we believe that it is a gift of God for the world that encourages us to prolong his charism in history. 

The Marist charism steeps our existence. We do not know how to be any other way. Our life multiplies and is strengthened in the mission; it is nurtured by the spirituality and becomes rich in the shared Marist life. Mission, spirituality and shared life are the three colors that, together in one single harmony, characterize us and make us admit: We are Marists! 

The needs of the children and young people inflame us, and we dream that the Marist mission is increasing and is being renewed vigorously among Brothers and Lay people. 

We feel that the dream of Marcellin is more alive than ever. Millions of children and young people are abandoned, exploited, forgotten… Their screams are the clamours of the Spirit of God that inflame us; they take us out of our comfort zone and send us out to serve them. 

That is why we feel that our Marist presence, both Brothers and Lay, people should immediately begin to grow. We should reach into the last corners of the world where we are needed. 

All of us Marists have co-responsibility for responding to this shared mission, in our different tasks. Together, we want to discern, plan and carry out what God requests of us: 

· To evangelize children and young people wherever they are, in their own particular ways of life, amid a pluralist, complex culture, where often there is no hope for a better future or where consumerism and superficiality absorb their life. 

· To work unceasingly for a fairer world, where no one is excluded, where there is no misery, where we can all develop ourselves for what we are, sons and daughters of God. 

· To develop among ourselves and in society new relationships of reciprocity between men and women, learning how to value others for what they are, educating a new generation for a world of similarity and diversity. 

· To deepen inter-religious and ecumenical dialogue, because by listening to our brothers and sisters from other churches and religions, we listen to the Spirit that resides in them, waiting to guide us together towards God. 

· To spread a new, more evangelical relationship with nature, born of the desire to respect it and to take care of it, and which allows our young people to marvel at creation and live a lifestyle that makes possible the sustainability of the planet. 

It is for all of this that we commit, wholeheartedly, to giving the best of ourselves in this mission. 

We want to live in the Spirit in the Marist way 

As Christians, we want to live in the Spirit. We have learned from Marcellin how to encounter Jesus in the Crib, the Altar and the Cross. Marist spirituality: 

· encourages us towards the constant presence of God in our daily life; 

· invites us to live the simplicity, the transparency that comes from feeling loved by God, unconditionally, which is already a prophetic sign in the midst of the world; 

· fills us with joy and creativity, ensuring that we appreciate every day as being an opportunity; 

· turns us into servants of all, passionate for the work of the Kingdom; 

To be disciples of Jesus, in the style of Marcellin, teaches us to live a family spirit that gathers us into community and unites us with the Brothers in a great Marist family. 

Mary of Nazareth is our model. She teaches us to live in family, to evangelize through presence, to commit to the poor and to be welcoming to all those who live at our side. We want to live in Christ, through his mother’s love. Mary, our companion on the way, leads us to God. 

We want to journey together with the Brothers and revitalize the Marist charism 

Together, sharing life, mission and spirituality, we get to know each other better and better. Responding to God’s call, we discover and enjoy both what unites us and what distinguishes us. We say with joy that our brotherhood is growing and becoming richer, that a 'new tent’ is being built by all of us. 

Now is the time to take the steps asked of us by the Spirit. We cannot disappoint him. We believe that he calls us: 

· To show, together, the face of God. We Brothers and Lay people live ways of life which are supplementary. We Lay people, located in worldly situations, consecrate this world to God. The Brothers, through their religious commitments, are prophets of the Kingdom. Together, we show the face of God to the world. 

· To create more spaces of stronger communication among us, that allow us to share life in all its facets: to enjoy coexistence, to project the mission, to pray together, to share our history and formation… all this makes us grow in brotherhood and become an authentic family. 

· It is essential that we learn how to forgive each other. Relationships are not always positive. There are unhappy people, hurting inside. We should not be afraid of conflicts. The important thing is to know how to heal the wounds, to understand and accept each other’s limitations and reconcile ourselves around the same table. 

· To increase and revitalize the Marist vocation. The proposal and accompaniment of the Marist vocation, of Brothers and of Lay people, is for us a matter of urgency, because we are inflamed by the mission commended to us: the children and young people are waiting for us. 

· Therefore, we commit to involving ourselves in processes of formation in both forms of the Marist vocation. We want our witness to attract many more people; we want to spread our dream. We are in love and we want more people to enjoy this love which fulfils our life. 

Dear brother and sister, we want to tell you that today God has blessed this family by raising a new form of Marist life: the Lay Marist life. We give him thanks for this gift and we ask him to convert our hearts to be equal to the call. 

In all simplicity, we ask God to help us to be faithful throughout our life. Together with the Brothers, we are sent by Him to increase and live more deeply the charism of Champagnat for the good of the children and young people, for the good of the Church and of the world. We are invited to dream, to pray and to live God’s dream together. 

I dream about some Marist works where always the person comes before everything else. Where the shared mission is so real that it is planned, fashioned, and decided together, in co-responsibility. 

I dream that we can be more valiant every day and bold in the option for the most disadvantaged. 

I dream of a family of Brothers and lay people where we support each other and we take responsibility, side by side, in mutual service, a family where Jesus is, truly, the centre of our life. (Spain) 

This is, indeed, Good News. 

Thank you, Jesus,

for calling me to follow you.

Thank you, Mary,

for your tender, close presence.

Thank you, Marcellin,

for your contagious passion

and for allowing me to become

immersed in your project.

Thank you, Brothers,

for sharing your treasure,

for inviting us to dream together

in brotherhood,

living the same mission

with a single heart.

Thanks to everyone,

Brothers and Lay Marists,

for showing me

that one can be happier

knowing how to work and to love:

to work for what we love

and to love what we do.

Amen.

(Uruguay)
