Consultation on “A Marist Spiritual Path”
(A text on Marist Apostolic Spirituality)
1. Marcellin’s way to identity and search for meaning:
I believe that his family was essential in his discovery of his own personal identity. His father and his mother, in spite of opposite political ideas (she was a monarchist, he was a revolutionary) the Champagnat-Chirat marriage did not break up. From his family experience, he realised that it was possible to achieve unity in diversity, something Marcellin kept close to his heart as a child. His parents’ tolerance towards his “decision” to abandon his books, allowed him to have his first existential option: to be a farmer, like his father. And he began to find success. The 600 francs gained by his sale of lambs speak by themselves. I think that Marcellin grew up very healthily, even though he was not free of any defects.

Marcellin, human being, young boy, fascinates the young (and not so young, as well) of today. He is like this, very free. And then he is very venturesome. He does not mind breaking with tradition.  

2. Marcellin’s way to God:
I begin with Marcellin. God entered into his life and changed all his plans for the future. With the strong conviction as shown in the phrase “ I will be a priest since that is what God wants!” he goes back over past decisions and changes them. He had abandoned his books, now he must return to them. Before he was frightened by a slap that was not even for him, but now he is willing to face the biggest difficulties (his lack of academic ability, his lack of mastery of French, the death of his father, his failure at the end of the year at Verrières). He no longer fear concealed or open opposition, insecurity of failure or his Superior’s lack of understanding. There is a before and after in the personality of Marcellin. The vocational ideal addressed all of his life. And he looks for all the strength he needs to be renewed in the hands of Mary.

Only a man like this, with such an experience of God, can help others to also have such an experience. He attracts the youths who will form the first community of Marist Brothers. He knew how to enthuse them with the love of the will of God, his affection for and unconditional trust in Mary and of his concern for children and young people.

Marcellin’s ability of being in solidarity with those in difficulty (the Montagnes) and of helping them readily and sensibly touches young people. Certainly, what appeals to them very much about the first brothers is their simplicity of life and their dedication. And, then, a very fine spirituality, but uncomplicated and without anything extraordinary, because he has Mary’s spirit. The kindness and the happiness of that first group led by Champagnat charms young people. They admire the work of that community, that, for love of the Kingdom, they transformed an entire place, something inhospitable, as a sign that to change society you need to work and to work hard.

3. Marcellin’s way in building community and interpersonal relationships:
If to educate children it is necessary to love them, what could one say about the best means of forming religious well? Marcellin is somebody who creates a community of brothers in Jesus and sons of Mary from love, with love and for love. And all of this to assist children and young people with love and for love. Marcellin knew how to form a spiritual family, made up of brothers who love all as brothers, starting with children.  I believe that the biggest value that Champagnat fostered and the one that attracted so many vocations was that of brotherhood. 

The groups of people in our neighbourhood love to participate in our brotherhood in Jesus and Mary. he simple, horizontal relationships of communion captivate them. And the best thing is that this experience makes them realise the power of brotherhood given to them by their own baptism. When they see that we live together, so different in so many things, but still we can live in unity, in harmony, not without conflicts (but with forgiveness), they can realise that this is due to what we have received from baptism. 

4. Marcellin’s way in the apostolate:

Spirituality and apostolate are so intertwined in Marcellin and the first brothers that they could not understand one without the other. There is nothing better for apostolate than spirituality and there is nothing better for spirituality than apostolate. 

They were the presence of God among the children and young people. A discrete, caring, close presence, something like that of Mary.  People saw them the same as them but at the same time different. The same, on the sociological level; different, by their kind of evangelical life, radically different by the commitment of their vows. The people were enriched by the difference and soothed by the sameness.

I notice a fascination in a lot of people who deal with us. They also come close to us yet remain different. I think that the knowledge of how to conserve and to increase this bi-dimensionality will help them a great deal and allow us to continue to be who we are so that we can continue to do so much good for others.  
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