Year of Spirituality 
Personal reflection on Water from the Rock

In my daily apostolate in school and observing some of my confreres at work, I often fear the tendency of ending as mere “professionals” in school management and in teaching sciences or pedagogy at the expense of Christian witness. In my opinion, this tendency of being more professionals and less religious or Christians is largely responsibly for the waywardness and eventual withdrawal of most Brothers from our Institute.

Water from the Rock successfully answers this question and reminds me who I am as well as what is expected of me. It successfully leads me back to the origins of our spirituality – the cradle of the Institute founded on the rock of l’Hermitage and refreshed by the waters of the Gier.
Through life, I journey with a huge company of Brothers and Sisters and lay people, many of them men and women of faith. What makes me special according to Water from the Rock is the Spirituality of Marcellin Champagnat.  Living this spirituality in my daily apostolate makes me as strong as the rock from which flows the living water of salvation.

Going through the book, I discover that I and my fellow Marist companions are entrusted with a delicate mission that no other person can accomplish for the Church. This mission is timeless and universal despite the rapid socio-cultural and technological changes we are going through. 
Attentive to the Word of God, the calls of the Institute and of the Church, I am continuously invited to entertain new dreams and new visions, to be “salt for the earth and light for the world”.
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