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Let us pray 

with Brother François 

and Brother Basilio

21st January 2006

MORNING PRAYER
Introduction

François and Basilio, two Superior Generals on the pathway to canonisation: François, direct inheritor of Marcellin, and Basilio, he who, in the years that followed the II Vatican Council, had to tackle a great work or renovation of the religious life, the style of life that is ours today. 

In 2006, we enter the 125th anniversary of the death of Brother François and the 10th anniversary of the death of Brother Basilio. Basilio died on the 21st January 1996 and François on the 22nd January 1881. It is good to celebrate them both together; they lived the same Marist ideal and are for us models of fraternity.

Let us sing the Salve Regina together with our Brothers around the world

Invocations

- Brother François, from your early childhood, you generously gave yourself to God and people.

* Help us on our road of love and service to really give joy to all those around us.

- God our Father, you gave Bro Basilio  a heart that was attentive to the needs of others, a filial    devotion to the Good Mother and a great passion for your Church.

* We give you thanks for the precious gift of his life to the Church, to humanity and to us, his Brothers.

Their work

Many testimonies tell us how Brother Basilio was a great worker. Night, for him, was made for work; sometimes it would be four o’clock in the morning and believing it useless to go to bed for one hour, he would go to the chapel and there, in adoration, wait for the community. Sister Maria de la Eucharistia, Provincial of the Good Shepherd Sisters in Ecuador accommodated the team for the Better World Movement of which Basilio was in charge; in a letter she wrote to him in Rome, she implored him to ensure that the light of his lamp not be confused with that of the dawn. Basilio, himself, recognised that he was “burning the candle at both ends” and that the price would be a shorter life. He would leave no letter without a response, or a brother in his problems: he would do all he possibly could to meet him and comfort him. He preached hundreds of retreats on prayer and wrote circulars, long or short but always profound and able to nourish the apostolic and spiritual life of the brothers. He was always ready for service and love. He would say “Love gives, it does not ask for anything!” He also gave himself without counting the cost. (Time of silence) 

Brother François was Superior General for 20 years, He received from Marcellin a Congregation of 280 brothers and 48 schools; he placed in the hands of Brother Louis Marie a Congregation of 2086 brothers and 379 schools. With these numbers, we must consider the new houses of formation that had to be opened, the formators to be prepared, the young brothers to follow, a dense correspondence and formalities for the foundation of each new school and with what prudence he would have to advance. Under Brother François our Congregation covered all of France and overlapped into Belgium and England with the missions in Oceania continuing. He submitted his resignation in 1860 because he had exhausted all his strength in this astonishing growth of the Congregation. He would often end his letters with words of affection such as, “You know well brothers that I have always loved you tenderly!” He also burned the candle at both ends. (Time of silence)

Hymn of praise

Praise God from whom all blessings flow

Praise him all creatures here below

Praise him above, you heav’nly host

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost

From all that dwell below the skies

Let the Creator’s praise arise

Let the Redemeer’s name be sung

Through ev’ry land by ev’ryone.

Eternal are your mercies, Lord,

And truth eternal is your Word

Your praise shall sound from shore to shore

Till sun shall rise and set no more.

Psalm 102   to say thanks to God for the gift of Brother François and Brother Basilio

Refr: (sung)  Blessed be God, blessed be God, blessed be his holy name!. 

Bless the Lord, my soul, with all my being, 

bless his holy name;

Bless the Lord, my soul, 

never forget all his kindness.

The Lord is tenderness and pity, 

slow to anger and rich in faithful love; – Refr.
His indignation does not last for ever, 

nor his resentment remain for all time. 

He does not treat us as our sins deserve

nor repay us as befits our offences.

As the height of heaven above earth,

 so strong his faithful love for us. – Refr.
As tenderly as a father treats his children, 

so the Lord treats those who fear him; 

He knows of what we are made, 

he remembers that we are dust.

The Lord’s faithful love is for all his creatures, 

is from eternity and for ever. – Refr.
The Founder: love and imitation

Inheritors of Marcellin, François and Basilio understood that they had to know his heart and spirit and to bring this to life in their lives in order to live his charism, his mission and the family that he had founded. When the painter Ravery brought the portrait of Marcellin to the Hermitage, Brother François made the decision to be “the living portrait of the Founder”. The decree of heroicity of virtues says: “Brother François sought with all his energy to be the living image of Father Champagnat, by the love of Jesus in the Eucharist, the imitation of the Blessed Virgin, thanksgiving for blessings received… Merciful, good, loving towards all especially the young, the poor, the sick, he knew how to encourage and comfort them…” In the soul of François showed that of Marcellin. (Time of silence)

Let us read the first circular of Brother Basilio, from the 2nd January 1968, the part that has as its title The Calls of the Founder. We discover here the depth to which Marcellin had entered the mind and heart of Brother Basilio. Looking at Marcellin as a formator he wrote: “It is probable that few things define Champagnat better than his capacity and his style as formator of men in religious life. This was his passion, his vehement desire to gather spiritual sons capable of assuring his work and to lead it to a good end. In reading his life or the biographies of his first brothers one does not know what to admire the most: the strength and plenitude of human values that he forged in them, or the intense spiritual life, the docility to the divine will, the hunger for intimacy with God and the generosity of responses that he knew how to inspire in them…” And this text is quoted in the book Basilio another Champagnat. (Time of silence)

Shared prayers

Final song: The Marist Family.
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