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FROM THE PROVINCIAL’S DESK … 

1 May 2014 

Dear Brothers and friends, 

As we start the month of May, I am aware that 

many of our schools celebrate this month with 

their students. This is good and I encourage you 

to keep up the practice. We, too, as Marist 

Brothers and lay should deepen our love, 

devotion and knowledge of our Good Mother.  

In thinking about what to say to you about our 

Good Mother, I felt that nothing I could say 

would be as good as the words of Pope Francis 

on Mary in his Apostolic Exhortation THE JOY 

OF THE GOSPEL (24 November 2013). The last 

five articles deal with Mary in the ministry of 

bringing the Good News to others. The very last 

one talks of a “MARIAN STYLE” in the work of 

evangelisation: you can read it here together 

with the final prayer of our Holy Father. 

#288 There is a Marian “style” to the church’s 

work of evangelization. Whenever we look to 

Mary, we come to believe once again in the 

revolutionary nature of love and tenderness. In 

her we see that 

humility and 

tenderness are not 

virtues of the 

weak but the 

strong who need 

not treat others 

poorly in order to 

feel important 

themselves. Contemplating Mary, we realize 

that she who praised God for “bringing down 

the mighty from their thrones” and “sending 

the rich away empty” (Lk 1:52-53) is also the 

one who brings a homely warmth to pursuit of 

justice. She is also the one who carefully keeps 

“all these things, pondering them in her heart” 

(Lk 2: 19). Mary is able to recognize the traces 

of God’s Spirit in events great and small. She 

constantly contemplates the mystery of God in 

our world, in human history and in our daily 

lives. She is the woman of prayer and work in 

Nazareth, and she is also Our Lady of Help, who 

sets from her town “with haste” (Lk 1:39) to 

serve others. This interplay of justice and 

tenderness, of contemplation and concern for 

others, is what makes the ecclesial community 

look to Mary as a model of a new world. It is 

the Risen Christ who tells us, with a power that 

fills us with confidence and unshaken hope: 

“Behold, I make all things new” (Rev. 21:5). 

With Mary we advance confidently towards the 

fulfilment of this promise, and to her we pray: 

May God bless you all 

  

Marist Brothers - Irmãos Maristas 
Province of Southern Africa - Província da África Austral 

Editor: provsec@globemw.net  

May/Maio 2014 Newsletter / Bolletim Informativo 

   DEADLINE - PROFESSION OF VOWS

Brothers in temporary vows should 

send their letters of application and 

self-evaluation by 16 May. Please 

send them directly to Br Joe Walton 

josephwalton@ymail.com  

mailto:provsec@globemw.net
mailto:josephwalton@ymail.com
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE FOLLOWING BROTHERS 

 

01 /05/1987 Godfrey Kadzuwa 

05/05/1983 Armando Soares 

06/05/1967 Arthur Ganiza 

08/05/1936 Jesus Sánchez Martin 

09/05/1984 Victor Mwamba 

10/05/1956 António Sanasana 

11/05/1939 John Heng Hee Soon 

11/05/1971 Gilbert Zenda 

12/05/1964 Deodato Magomero 

15/05/1975 Kasongo Mwape 

16/05/1988 Xavier Maramba (novice 2014) 

17/05/1982 Chrisantius Mwansa 

23/05/1941 Neil McGurk 

25/05/1987 Joseph Daka 

25/05/1992 Mathias Yob (novice 2014) 

31/05/1936 Christopher Zimmermann 
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Please note two changes in e-mail addresses of our Brothers: 

Br Vigilio Bwalya zambangla@gmail.com;  

Br Raphael K Time rafaelkenneth313@yahoo.com  

mailto:zambangla@gmail.com
mailto:rafaelkenneth313@yahoo.com
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ZIMBABWE 
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Prepare for CHAMPAGNAT DAY !  

 

 

 

  

Based on Water from the Rock: Marist Spirituality in the Tradition of Marcellin 

Champagnat §§ 15, 63, 64 Edited by Br Kevin Wanden FMS New Zealand 



8 

 

OUR NEW SAINTS – 27 APRIL 2014 

 

For a Slide Show of the Canonisation Ceremony 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27178419 

Film on the Life of Pope John XXIII  

“I Would Be Called John - Pope John XXIII” (Video 90 min)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q_zLfSxa04  

Film on the life of Pope John Paul II 

“John Paul II A Pope who made history” (Video 60 min)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5t2nAJ1BNe4 
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Pope John Paul II 
Karol Józef Woytyla 

Pope No. 264 - Term of Office: 1978-2005 

Papal Motto: Totus Tuus (Everything is Yours) 

Liturgical Feast – 22 October 

Pope John XX III 
Angelo Giuseppe Roncalli 

Pope No. 261 - Term of Office: 1958-1963 

Papal Motto: Obedience and Peace 
Liturgical Feast – 11 October 

 For PEACE in the world especially in Syria, Central Africa, 

Sudan and Nigeria. 

 For OUR DECEASED – Brothers, family members, friends 

and associates, and for the bereaved, e.g. Br. Dostie.  

 For THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED FOR OUR PRAYERS -  in 

particular Br. Raphael Kenneth Time whose brother is 

hospitalised after being severely assaulted. 

The editor has downloaded both these films 

and will send them to readers on request … 

using e-mail and Dropbox. You can Install 

Dropbox at  https://dropbox.com/install 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-27178419
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-Q_zLfSxa04
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5t2nAJ1BNe4
https://dropbox.com/install
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Special Patrons of the Brotherhood 

BROTHER LAWRENCE 

1605-1691. Nicholas Herman was born in Lorraine province, France. He 

came from a humble background and was an unlearned man. He 

converted in 1629, and after being a soldier and a footman for some 

time; he entered the Discalced Carmelites in Paris in 1649 and was given 

the name, Brother Lawrence. He worked most of the time as a helper in 

the kitchen and became known for his simple, practical faith. His life 

was one of constant recollection, which he practised in all 

circumstances and at all times. During Lawrence’s lifetime, his influence 

became quite widespread throughout France as we see from his letters. 

In these writings, we discover a very inspiring way of prayer consisting 

in a simple and constant “Practice of the Presence of God.” 

Something to think about 

Know when to change course. 

Two battleships assigned to the training squadron had 

been at sea on manoeuvres in heavy weather for 

several days. The visibility was poor with patchy fog, so 

the captain remained on the bridge keeping an eye on 

all activities.  

Shortly after dark, the outlook on the wing of the 

bridge reported, “Light bearing on the starboard bow.” 

“Is it steady or moving astern?” the captain called out. 

The outlook replied, “Steady captain,” which means it is on a dangerous collision course with their ship.  

The captain then shouted to the signalman, “Signal the ship: We are on a collision course. Advise you to 

change course 20 degrees.” 

Back came to signal, “Advisable for you to change course 20 degrees!” 

In reply, the captain said, “Send: I’m a ship’s captain. Change course 20 degrees, now!” 

“I’m a seaman second class,” came the reply, “You had better change course 20 degrees, now!” 

By that time the captain was furious. He spat out the command, “Send: 

This is a battleship. Change your course immediately.” 

Back came the flashing light’s reply, “This is a lighthouse!” 

The battleship changed course. 
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A “MARIAN STYLE”of living. Testimony from Bangladesh 

 “Living Sacraments of the presence of God” 

Some years ago, shortly after arriving in Bangladesh and being sent to the little village of Pirgacha, 

Brother Mark and I went to pay a courtesy visit to Bishop Ponen Kubie who had invited us to come work 

in his diocese. We greeted him and introduced ourselves, indicating our willingness to serve in 

whatever way possible. 

During the interview, he told us: “Brothers, I don’t need you merely to work in a school. I would like you 

to become a visible presence of the faith in Pirgacha, a centre for the people and especially for the 

young people. I already have NGOs working in the area. I don’t need any more. My desire is that you be 

religious in the midst of the people. 

With these thoughts in mind, we went to live in a little mud house, 

similar to those of our neighbours. Daily, as expected, we went to the 

secondary school, where we did our best as teachers – after all, 

professional competence is a significant element of our credibility. After 

school, our house was open to all, old and young alike. People saw us 

washing our own clothing, sweeping the house, planting flowers, 

cleaning the area, going to the market, travelling by rickshaw and public 

media, and sharing those things we had that they did not (e.g. internet). 

They saw us going to church in the morning and heard us sing the Salve 

at night. Within a short time we had a houseful of kids, at almost every 

hour. People began asking us to pray for the sick or to go visit them. We 

were invited to their celebrations. Folk greeted us with the expression 

"Jisuna Rasong" (Praise be to Jesus Christ) even if they were of another 

religion. The people taught us to be religious among them, showed us a 

thousand ways they expected us to be men of God. We never did 

anything they could do for themselves. We endeavoured to be a Marian 

presence - simple, humble, and 

non-threatening. 

We wished to become 

sacraments of the presence of 

God, visible signs of his love for 

people, making real the saying of Jesus: “Whoever sees me, sees 

You”. In other words, we tried to live out as best as possible, our 

vocation as a BROTHER in the Church.” (Brother Eugenio Sanz) 

 

 


