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FROM THE PROVINCIAL’S DESK 

1 September 2015 

ear Brothers and Friends, 

The year of Consecrated Life is coming to end. 

It has been a wonderful year for us all to reflect 

on Religious life. There is a question that is sometimes 

asked concerning religious life: “Did Jesus found 

religious life?” 

The answer is NO, but religious life is rooted in the 

Gospel; it is a way of living out Gospel in a radical 

manner. 

When Jesus spoke to the rich young man in Gospel he 

said; “You need to do one thing more. Go and sell what 

you have and give the money to the poor, and you will 

have treasure in heaven; then follow me.” (Mark10:12) 

Unfortunately this Gospel passage has been 

interpreted as meaning that for ordinary people 

observing the commandments is enough to follow 

Jesus, while a special group choose the “way of 

perfection” meant for only a few chosen ones.  In fact, 

Jesus is not suggesting two ways to inherit eternal life, 

but simply contrasting the Old Testament way of 

observing the commandments with the New 

Testament way of following him. After the Messiah has 

come there is only one way to inherit eternal life and 

that is to follow him. To 

follow Jesus we must 

renounce everything 

that might hinder us 

from loving Jesus above 

everything and 

everyone. In the case of 

the rich young man, his 

riches were a hindrance 

to following Jesus. 

In Luke 14:33 Jesus says, “In the same way, none of you 

can be my disciple without giving up all that he/she 

owns.” A remarkable thing for me is that when I joined 

the religious life I didn’t own anything, so I had no 

possessions to give up. I do not know whether you 

were in the same position. Since I had nothing, I 

couldn’t renounce any possessions. Did this mean it 

was impossible for me to inherit eternal life or become 

a disciple of Jesus? Of course I could! You see 

possessions, people, gifts and talents, anything at all 

that we cling to can be an obstacle to loving Jesus 

above all else. Our ego is tied to these possessions. To 

follow Jesus we must lose our “life”, that is our ego 

which wants to save itself, without God. Our ego is to 

be renounced in order save our true self. 

Although the sayings of Jesus do not directly apply to 

religious life, we must realize that religious life is 

rooted in the gospel. Religious life should be an 

attempt to live Gospel values as closely as possible, 

taking them almost literally. But all should be done out 
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of a special love for Jesus. Such a way of life requires a 

special vocation. 

We see how St Francis tried to live literally the 

evangelical virtue of poverty: “Blessed are the poor, 

theirs is the kingdom of God.” 

We Marist Brothers came into existence in order to live 

the word of Jesus. “Whatever you do to the least of my 

brothers or sisters you do it to me.” Yes, we are called 

to make Jesus known and loved particularly to the least 

favoured. We must be simple. 

We as Marist should choose to live the evangelical 

values in a radical and extraordinary way: poverty, 

renouncing all our possessions, without holding back. 

We can be tempted to keep a little for ourselves: be 

careful not to fall into that temptation. Our poverty is 

to go to places you are sent to, humbly and willingly. 

We should have a childlike trust in God’s care for us. 

We Marist choose to live the Gospel values to a heroic 

degree not because they are necessary for salvation 

but because like Mary we have been “grasped” by 

Jesus.  

In all of us there should be an instinctive longing for 

Jesus. We need to give ourselves totally to Jesus. This 

longing should be strong that it becomes a fire within 

us.  

So when someone is burning with love for Jesus we find 

an alternative way to live, and live only for him –

religious life, a radical way of living for Jesus. This 

religious life is for those who have such love for Jesus 

and are called to it. Jesus puts this love in them and 

they respond. 

In his message to participants of International Congress 

on Consecrated Life, 26 November 2004, Pope John 

Paul II said: 

“All of you men and women, are called upon to follow 

Christ in an intimate way, to share his feelings (Phil 2:5) 

to learn from him, who is meek and humble of heart 

(Lk 11:29), to accomplish together with him the will of 

the Father (Jn 6:28) and to follow him in the way of the 

cross. … By witnessing a chaste, obedient and poor life, 

you will become, at the dawn of the third Christian 

millennium, transparent windows of the loving 

countenance of Christ.” 

Although all Christians are called to holiness and 

perfection, consecrated persons make Jesus’ way of 

life shine through the witness of evangelical counsels.  

Before we Marists can make Jesus known and loved we 

must love Jesus as Mary 

loved him. 

Let us by our lives show how 

much we love Jesus. 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 

01 - 09 - 39 Jude Pieterse 

02 - 09 - 40 Mario Colussi 

05 - 09 - 61 Lawrence Ndawala 

08 - 09 - 75 Nicholas Zvenyika 

18 - 09 - 93 Aubrey Chimangeni 

23 - 09 - 73 Andrew Sikelo 

25 - 09 - 42 António da Silva 

28 - 09 - 89 Misheck Mkanthama 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU! 
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here was once an ancient temple bell famous 

for its beautiful tone. It had been 

commissioned by a king as a way of showing 

the people’s devotion to Buddha. The king’s 

advisors had told him that to make a huge temple bell 

in honour of Buddha would secure the nation from 

foreign invasion.  So the king approached the greatest 

bell-maker in the realm. This man worked hard and 

produced many bells but none that was extraordinary, 

none that had a special tone. 

Finally, he went to the king and told him that the only 

way to get the kind of bell he wanted was to sacrifice a 

young maiden. Soldiers were sent to find and fetch a 

young girl. Coming upon a poor mother in a farm village 

with her small daughter, they took the child away, 

while she cried piteously, “Emille! Emille – “Mother, O 

Mother!” When the molten lead and iron were 

prepared, the little girl was thrown in. At last the bell 

maker succeeded. 

The bell, called the Emille Bell, made a sound more 

beautiful than any other. When it rang, most people 

praised the art that had produced such a beautiful 

sound. But whenever the mother whose child had been 

sacrificed heard it, her heart broke anew. Her 

neighbours, who knew of her sacrifice and pain, could 

not hear the beautiful tone without pain either. 

Only those who understand the sacrifice can feel the 

pain. Others just enjoy the sound. (Lee Oo Chung) T 

PRAYER INTENTIONS 

 In thanksgiving to God, for the gift of Brother RICHARD CHIDOTHI to our 

Institute on the occasion of his making Perpetual Profession on the Feast 

of the Assumption of our Lady. 

 Together with Brother ARTHUR GANIZA, in thanking God for twenty-five 

completed years since his first profession. 

 For the mother of Br FRANCIS JUMBE  a brother of Br EVARISTUS 

KASAMBWE who are seriously ill, and for the late cousin of Br ASENSIO 

NJOBVU and all the bereaved. 

 For our FORMATION HOUSES in Mtendere, Matola, and Nairobi. 

Something to think about 

THE EMILLE BELL 
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wenty-three brothers (Including Brothers Ebel Muteveri, Euclides 

Nangolo, and José Francisco Richa, as well as four Brothers from Nigeria, and 

one each from Ivory Coast and D.R. Congo) who have recently made their 

final vows will participate in a first of its kind, a five-week programme to 

strengthen their vocation. 

“It’s the first time this program runs, and it will possibly be repeated in two years 

if the experience and its evaluation are positive and if there are enough 

candidates,” said Brother Hipólito Pérez, assistant director of the secretariat 

‘Brothers Today.’ 

The course ‘Post Perpetual Gier Programme,’ which will take place from Aug. 13 – 

Sept. 20 with brothers from around the world, also seeks to take a closer look at 

Marist roots. 

It will take place in the General House in Rome for the first two weeks, then in 

L’Hermitage, France, for another two weeks, and the final week back in Rome. 

Br Hipólito said the aim is to “strengthen the vocational project that has been 

chosen (and) to offer the possibility to experience the reality of the call of this new 

beginning through a deep encounter with one’s self and with God in a dynamic of intercultural dialogue and listening, 

as well as through a close encounter with our Marist roots.” 

“We will also have the opportunity to know and live the “Taizé” experience of spirituality, communion and welcoming 

of youths,” he told the general house press office on July 22. 

The programme will be conducted by the secretariat of Brothers Today as well as by formation teams from Manziana 

and El Escorial. Several general councillors as well as other lay people and brothers have also been invited to speak. 

Br Hipólito noted that the first two weeks will include looking back and “re-reading one’s life, with careful attention, 

appreciative dialogues, multiculturalism, and future horizons of the XXI general chapter.”  

The following two weeks, he continued, will take place in L’Hermitage, “where we will explore the history of our 

founder and our Marist origins with our heart, eyes and 

feet.”   

According to Br Hipólito, “in our sacred land we ‘go forth,’ 

like Marcellin, from the first formation of La Valla to the new 

house of L’Hermitage and we travel its roads, from 

L’Hermitage to the heights of Le Bessat.  

“During the last week, we’ll be back in Rome, participating in 

the encounter for young religious organized in Rome for the 

Year of Consecrated Life,” affirmed Br Hipólito. 

“It will also be a time of synthesis, where we will reflect on 

the question ‘Quo Vadis? (Where are you going?)’ and like 

Saint Peter, take up a new beginning in the project of life, up 

to its last consequences,” he added.  

T 
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=3686#sthash.mnwWyFt3.dpuf 

POST-PERPETUAL GIER PROGRAM 13 Aug – 20 Sep 

 

Rome brings us together 

http://champagnat.fms.it/img/caricate/small/news_3686.jpg
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he Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary provided a 

suitable occasion for Brother RICHARD CHIDOTHI to pronounce his 

Perpetual Vows before Brother Joe Walton, Provincial Superior of the 

Province of Southern Africa.  

The open-air ceremony on the campus of Mtendere Secondary School was 

led by Bishop Emmanuel Kanyama of Dedza and was attended by the 

Brothers in Malawi, a number of clergy (19 priests and 2 deacons), many 

religious sisters, family members, staff members from several Marist Schools, 

and friends of the Brothers.  

On the same occasion, Brother ARTHUR GANIZA 

marked his Silver Jubilee of first profession, and 

three Brothers, Daniel Banda, Patrick Banda & 

Witman Phiri renewed their temporary vows.  

 

  

T 

PERPETUAL PROFESSION – Brother RICHARD CHIDOTHI 

SILVER JUBILEE OF 1ST PROFESSION Brother ARTHUR GANIZA 

Mtendere, Malawi 15
th

 August 2015 
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or two weeks during August, Brother Mario 

Colussi animated a course on class 

management for the second-year novices..  

He also devoted one “period” daily helping the 

first- years to read well in public, and to use a dictionary 

to discover the pronunciation of English words.  

The collage below includes group photos as well as 

pictures taken on the last day when the second-years 

demonstrated some of recently acquired teaching skills 

to the whole community. 

 

 

F 
NOVITIATE – COURSE ON CLASS MANAGEMENT 

BEFORE AFTER 
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ohannesburg. On 15 July 2015 we came together 

at Sacred Heart Marist College in Johannesburg. Four 

Marist Brothers and one Lay Marist prayed, worked, 

dreamed, planned, considered and celebrated 

together right through until 18 July.  

The purpose of our coming together was to consider the 

Strategic Plan that our Commission had generated in 

Nairobi in July 2014 and to enhance that plan by 

incorporating the appropriate aspects of all of the 

developments that have taken place in the institute since 

then. 

Br Erick Silali (Kenya) joined the old team of Br Elias 

Odinaka (Nigeria), Br John Kusi-Mensah (Ghana), Br 

Ernest Randriantsoalaivoavy (Madagascar) and Mike 

Greeff. Br Sylvain Ramandimbiarisoa was unfortunately 

not able to join his Commission Brothers due to other 

commitments. 

In Johannesburg the team took the opportunity to work 

through the outputs from II MIMA, from the recent Lay 

Animators Workshop conducted in Rome, the old plan 

and the document, The Basic Elements to Design the 

Global Framework of a Marist Vocational Process for the 

Laity. We listened again to Br Emili’s Champagnat Day 

message which focusses so fully on the role of the Laity; 

all in the heart-rending conditions that our Marist Blues 

in Aleppo are experiencing. We re-analysed the African 

environment and, considering all of the above, we 

regenerated the AL&BC Strategic Plan with more relevant 

and focussed content. 

What we did realise was that much had been achieved 

since last year. Yes, there is still much to do but we had 

many successes to celebrate.  

We applied our minds to the request from the Secretariat 

of the Laity to contribute thoughts and input to the 

Continental Commission meeting being planned for 

October 2016.  

As we know in Africa;  

“If you want to go fast, go alone.   

If you want to go far, go together.” 

Together we are moving 

forward and we will go 

far. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

J 

GUESS  

WHO 

HAD 

A 

BIRTHDAY 

RECENTLY! 

AFRICAN LAY & BROTHERS COMMISSION 

http://champagnat.fms.it/img/caricate/small/news_3689.jpg
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n 15th August a day-long meeting of 

Brothers, former students, ex-Marist 

Brothers and Candidates took place in 

Manhiça. The agenda included:  

1. Welcome and Introductions 

2. Collaboration between Brothers and Associates 

3. General 

In the course of the meeting, a Commission was 

formed to study the statutes of two [existing] 

associations and to convoke a General Assembly in the 

near future.  

The Commission had its first meeting at our house in 

Maputo on Saturday 22 August. The Commission in 

turn formed four sub-committees to deal with the 

following issues: 

 

1. Educational matters 

2. Social and cultural matters 

3. Communication, external relations & cooperation 

4. Organization and Administration. 

 

 

 

O 

MOZAMBIQUE -  BROTHERS & ASSOCIATES COLLABORATE 

SPORT IN OUR FORMATION HOUSES 

Postulants vs Local Village Novices & New Soccer Kit 
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t was great joining Bro. James Langlois who 

celebrated his 65th first profession anniversary as a 

Marist Brother on Saturday, 15th August 2015. 

Coincidentally Bros. Chirombe, Brito and Zenda 

were around to join the man who has given his life to 

the Lord for the past 65 years; a faithful servant in the 

vineyard of the Lord. It was a moment of sharing and 

celebrating the life of dedicated service.  

Brother James first came to Zimbabwe in 1955 and 

worked in various missions including Kutama College, 

Nyanga High School, Dete Secondary School, Rothwell 

Farm (the Novitiate) and also in the Novitiate in Saint 

Paul’s, Kabwe.  

We appreciate his welcoming spirit to the Brothers and 

visitors who come and pass through 6 Belfast Road 

Avondale. Brother James is always ready to assist and 

is available in a warm and affirming manner.  

We thank the Good Lord and our Good Mother Mary 

for protecting him in his vocation. May this 65th 

Anniversary of his first profession be a source of joy 

and encouragement to him as it is to all of us.  

It was beautiful sharing the cake and a few drinks with 

the man who has given so much to the institute. 

“Today’s beautiful moments are tomorrow’s beautiful 

memories.” We will always remember this beautiful 

moment we celebrated with him.   

(Brothers Gilbert Zenda & Leonard Brito) 

 

rother Claude Audy, also 

marked 65 years since his first 

profession on 15th August. Claude and 

James did the novitiate together.  

Claude also spent many years in Zimbabwe 

before joining Br Chris in Uitenhage in 2009. Nowadays he continues to make Jesus 

known and loved by the countless good deeds he does in favour of the poor in the 

town. 

I 

B 

The man who has put his hand to the plough  

for 65 years and never looked back!! 

ANOTHER BROTHER 

WHO HASN’T 

LOOKED BACK! 
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SEPTEMBER 2015 

1 - 2 Johannesburg, RSA 

3 Travel to Maputo, Mozambique 

4 - 15 Visit the Novitiate Matola 

16 - 20 Visit Manhiça and Bilene 

21  Travel to Johannesburg 

22 - 24 Johannesburg 

25 - 26 Provincial Council Meeting, Jo’burg 

27 - 30 Johannesburg 

 

OCTOBER 2015 

1 - 2 Johannesburg 

3 Travel to L’Hermitage,  France 

OCTOBER 2015 (continued) 

4 - 15 Colloquium on Formation, L’Hermitage 

16  Travel to Johannesburg 

20 - 31 Johannesburg 

NOVEMBER 2015 

1 - 7 Johannesburg 

8 Travel to Nivava, Mozambique 

9 - 11 Nivava 

12 Travel to Johannesburg 

13 - 18 Johannesburg 

19 – 20  Provincial Council Meeting, Jo’burg 

 

 

 

 

  

BROTHER JOE’S CALENDAR  

Br FORTUNE CHAKASAR  animates two workshops 

during august 

 

KUTAMA Sharing our Call 6 – 9 August MALAWI Child Rights & Protection 10 - 12 August 
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A word of thanks from Brother Ebel Muteveri 

Ebel would like to express his sincere gratitude  

for the presence of the Brothers  

at the time of the death of his sister  

and the support they gave through prayer. 

The teacher who is seen  

only in the classroom and nowhere else,  

is a teacher and nothing more:  

but let him go with his boys to recreation  

and he becomes a brother.  

(St John Bosco, Salesian Founder, born 200 years ago on 16 August 1815) 

IN  


