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FIRST PROFESSIONS AT MATOLA 

1 December 2018 

 
n Saturday 1 December 2018, the Southern 
Africa Province was blessed with five new 
Brothers who received their first vows. The 

Eucharistic celebration at the São Gabriel Parish in 
Matola City, was led by Fr. Petrus Kullu. The occasion 
was graced by our  Provincial, Br. Norbert Mwila, who 
received their vows, and by Br Geraldo Medida, 
Councillor for Mozambique.

The newly-professed are: Br. Pascoal Tchaculanda 
(Angola), Br. José Dundu Ngongue (Angola), Br. Benson 
Jackson (Malawi), Br. Inocêncio Agostinho Felismino 
(Mozambique) and Br. Daniel Sakala (Zambia).  
 

After the ceremony, a reception was held at our 
Novitiate in Matola City.  (Simon Jena, Novice)  

  

O 
L to R: Br. Medida, Br. Inocêncio, Br. Norbert, Br. Emmanuel, Br. Daniel, Br. José, Br. Pascoal & Br. Benson 

"O" ANTIPHON  
FOR 21ST DECEMBER  
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MESSAGE FROM BROTHER NORBERT 

REFLECTING ON THE PAST AND PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE 

ANUS was the Roman God 
of beginnings and endings. 
Janus is famous as the ‘two-

faced God’, looking both 
forwards and backwards, into 
the past and the future. The 
month of January draws its 
name from him. Janus is 

identified with doors, gates, and all beginnings. The word 
“janitor” – the person who holds all the keys, is derived 
from him. 

He is usually shown with two faces joined at the back of 
the head, looking in opposite directions. One face is 
clean-shaved, the other bearded, symbolizing both youth 
and age. We are reminded that every end is also a new 
beginning. 

In this spirit, our annual summer holiday is an opportunity 
to reflect on the past year, and to make plans for the 
future. 

LOOKING BACK ON 2018 

There have been a number of blessings to celebrate and 
express gratitude for. The Calls of our 22nd General 
Chapter have been responded to in a variety of ways by 
our communities, schools, training centres, and houses of 
formation. Highlights of the year 2018, include 

 The first International community established for the 
African Region at Atlantis in greater Cape Town.  

 The invitation from the Institute to Brothers and Lay 
Marists to join the Formation programme of the 
Lavalla 200 project this year. 

 The greater willingness of the younger generation of 
Brothers and Lay Marists to go on mission away from 
their native countries both within the Province and to 
work in other Marist Provinces. 

 The members of the Marist Lay Commission of South 
Africa who have embarked on a formation 
programme for Lay Marists around the Province. The 
workshops already conducted in Zambia and 
Zimbabwe were a success. 

 The Brothers engaged in Vocation Ministry and 
Initial Formation of Brothers who have risen to the 
challenge of accompanying young people and providing 
relevant formation while responding to the realistic 
expectations and needs of today’s younger generation.

LOOKING FORWARD TO 2019. 

The year we are beginning is both a blessing and a gift of 
the Lord. As we make plans for the coming year, let us 
remember the first line of Psalm 127, one of St. 
Marcellin’s favourites, “If the Lord does not build the 
house, in vain do the builders labour.”  Ps 127. 

In this message, I invite you, the reader, to consider what 
gift or blessing you need at the threshold of 2019, for 
yourself, your community, your school or any other 
ministry you are involved. And I address this appeal to 
both Brothers and Lay Marists. The current Constitutions 
of the Brothers remind us of Champagnat’s zeal:  

“Led by the Spirit, Marcellin was seized by the love that 
Jesus and Mary had for him and for others. His 
experience of this, as well as his openness to events and 
to people, is the wellspring of his spirituality and his 
apostolic zeal. It made him sensitive to the needs of his 
times, especially to the ignorance concerning religion 
and young people and the poor circumstances in which 
they were placed.” (Con 2) 

In this final part of the message, I address myself 
particularly to the members of our Marist communities 
scattered throughout six countries. Let us remind 
ourselves of our vowed commitment to be BROTHERS, 
brothers to all, and particularly to be brothers to one 
another in community. We live in a world that lays great 
stress on individualism and on personal wealth. As 
religious Brothers we live in this world, and can easily be 
infected by “worldly” thinking of this kind.  

Let us put first things first, by making ourselves co-
responsible with others for the health of our community 
and our common ministry. 

In our schools, let us put a holistic education before the 
achievement of examination results. Saint Marcellin 
wished us to form “good citizens and good Christians”. 
Let us work hand in hand with others creating networks 
and adapting our plans to ensure the ongoing vitality of 
the Marist charism and mission. Our presence among the 
vulnerable children and young people is a great gift. Like 
St. Marcellin we need to realise that excessive 
individualism destroys the spirit of sacrifice and 
cooperation within any community or group. And he 
ensured that such individualism did not find too 
comfortable a home among the Little Brothers of Mary.

 
Wishing you a joyful and blessed 2019. 

 

  

J 
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BIRTHDAYS 

DECEMBER 

15-12-1990 José Ngongue  

23-12-1941 João Reis 

23-12-1949 Denis Ntacyica 

25-12-1982 Steven Phiri 

30-12-1934 Emmanuel Lapointe 

 

JANUARY 

01-01-1925 Paul Nkhoma 

01-01-1986 Sábado Valia 

07-01-1986 Raymond Mbao 

07-01-1993 Christopher Chagunda 

08-01-1977 Ebel Muteveri 

20-01-1963 Evaristus Kasambwe 

21-01-1995 Benson Taonele  

23-01-1977 Reuben Banda 

27-01-1994 Sydney Moyenda (nov.ad.2018) 

28-01-1962 Alexander Damalekani 

29-01-1978 Maria Bobillo (Int. Comm.) 

 

FEBRUARY 

03-02-1995 Cornélio Catumbela (nov.ad.2019) 

09-02-1979 Euclides Nangolo 

14-02-1991 Mugove Chibwenga 

15-02-1970 Frank Mwambucha 

16-02-1974 Felizardo Maceia 

18-02-1987 Ignatius Matemba 

19-02-1982 Richard Chidothi 

21-02-1935 Angel Mansoa 

21-02-1961 Ernesto Sánchez S.G. 

22-02-1932 Claude Audy 

28-02-1987 Moffat Phiri 

 

MALAWI’S GREAT LAKE has the highest number of fish 

species of any fresh water system on earth. These fish are 

a source of livelihood for thousands and a source of food 

for millions. There are over a thousand species of fish, 

including the cichlid fish. It is believed that some biological 

factors may have forced the cichlid fish to diversify. A 

popular fish species is the chambo. 

 

THANKSGIVING for 2018. For BLESSINGS on2019 

For our SENIOR BROTHERS esp. those needing medical treatment: Paul Nkhoma 

(turns 95 on New Year’s Day), João Torcato (86), Fernand Dostie (85), Emmanuel 

Lapointe (84), Angel Mansoa (83), António Pisco (83), Jude Pieterse (Parkinson’s 

disease), & Neil McGurk (recovering from heart surgery). 

For our NEWLY PROFESSED BROTHERS 

For our RECENTLY BEREAVED, especially Pam Paton-Mills who lost her 

daughter, Khanya, aged 23, & Br Henry Ngeli who recently lost an aunt. 

For PEACE IN AFRICA, especially in areas of conflict where our Brothers are 

present: South Sudan, Cameroon, Nigeria, Central Africa, D.R.Congo … 
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CANADIAN MARIST MISSIONARIES IN AFRICA - JUBILARIANS IN 2018 
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SOLIDARITY WITH SOUTH SUDAN 

Brother Christian Mbam, of Nigeria, shares his experience in an intercongregational initiative 

(extracted from the full report on http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4940 ) 

he project 
Solidarity with the 

South Sudan (SSS), 

born of a request 

from the Conference of 

Bishops of South Sudan, is 

currently supported by 

many congregations of 

women and men religious, 

members of the 

International Union of (women) Superiors General 

(UISG) and the Union of (men) Superiors General 

(USG). 

The initiative, centred on the fields of health, 

agriculture and teacher training, expresses a new 

paradigm of collaboration between the congregations 

to respond in a more effective way to the immense and 

urgent needs of this country. 

Before the congregation sent members to South 

Sudan, Br. Benito Arbués S.G. had directed the Marist 

African Region to study the prospects of opening a joint 

mission in South Sudan. When I became the Provincial 

of Nigeria, this issue featured on the agenda of the 

regular meetings of the CSAC. These discussions 

prompted me to respond to an invitation by Br. Emili 

Turú to join the Solidarity initiative. I have not 

regretted saying yes to the invitation. Thanks 

be to God. 

Southern Sudan had intermittently engaged in armed 

struggle against the rest of Sudan, accusing it of 

marginalisation and calculated suppression of their 

culture and religion in order enthrone Arabic culture 

and language, which meant a subtle Islamising of the 

predominantly Christian South. These conflicts went on 

for decades leading to granting of independence to the 

south. South Sudan by race is African while the 

northern part of Sudan was of Arabic descent. 

The long period of war left Southern Sudan (now South 

Sudan) in a very sorry state. Road networks are virtually 

non-existent. What you have as roads are better 

described as death traps than otherwise. You cannot 

talk of electricity, running water, or worthwhile 

schools. Apart from Juba, the capital city, most of the 

others are masses of huts that stand like mushrooms, 

with grass roofs. In the rural areas, relatively few 

children that go to school study under trees with no 

seats. 

To worsen the already sorry state of South Sudan, the 

fratricidal wars among its ethnic groups, fuelled by a 

tussle for power and tribal animosities, have driven a 

third of the population into refugee or internally 

displaced peoples’ camps, who consequently depend 

on meagre foods and material handouts from different 

relief bodies. 

Is this mission to be chosen for any reason, other than 

being propelled by faith? Saint John Paul II had urged 

the Church, particularly the religious to go to the 

peripheries, to the marginalized people. The two 

unions of Superiors General of men and women 

responded to this timely call by considering going into 

South Sudan as one. It will entail a totally new initiative, 

and a shift of paradigm. They decided to work together 

not only in projects but also in communities. As may be 

expected, this will bring people of different 

congregations, women and men and from different 

cultural backgrounds together. 

I am in my seventh year in South Sudan being part of 

Solidarity with South Sudan initiative. I have lived in 

two different communities, and spent some time in a 

third. In all these, the mix ranges from international, 

intercontinental, intercongregational and male and 

female. 

I have engaged in the missions of both teaching and 

agriculture. The whole thrust of Solidarity is to help 

build capacity for the country and the Church. So it 

chose to train teachers and nurses who would then 

provide services for the country. Even the agricultural 

projects have as one of their aims to educate the 

people in better methods of farming.  

Read the full report at:  

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4940 

T 

http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4940
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=23
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=23
http://www.champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=4940
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FOCUS ON ZIMBABWE 

 

 

  

DETE 
Br. Jacob Mutingwende (Zim) 

and Br David Kachoka (Malawi) 

NYANGA 
Bros. Raphael Mariso & Leonard Brito 

KUTAMA 
Bros. Victor Chomba Mwamba (Zambia) 

Paul Rasford (Malawi), Tererai Gijima (Zim) 

MARIST HOUSE, HARARE 
Brothers Ebel Muteveri & Bernard Chirombe 
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Emmanuel Mwanlirenji 

MASTER OF NOVICES 

Gilbert Zenda 
POSTULANT MASTER  

Emmanuel Mwanlirenji 

MASTER OF NOVICES 

ZIMBABWEAN BROTHERS IN THE “DIASPORA” 
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BLESSED HENRI VERGÉS FMS 

his man who set himself to be pure and simple in heart, was born 

on the 15th July 1930 in the East Pyrenees, France.  

At 12 years of age, he started his journey as a Marist. At the age of 

22, he pronounced his perpetual vows as a Little Brother of Mary.  

From 1958 to 1966 he was sub-master of novices in Correze (Notre-

Dame de Lacabane).  

On the 6th August 1969 he arrived in Algeria. His apostolic life in this 

country had three stages: 

 from 1969 to 1976 he was Director of the St. Bonaventure school, in 

Algiers;  

 from 1976 to 1988 he was a teacher of mathematics at Sour-EI-

Ghozlane ; 

 from 1988 onwards he worked in Algiers, administering the diocesan 

library that was frequented by more than a thousand young people from the neighbourhood of the Casbah. He was 

murdered in his office, at work, with Sister Paul-Helene, in the early afternoon of the 8th May 1994.  

On 8 December 2018 in the city of Oran, Algeria, Brother Henri was beatified together with 18 others who had suffered 

martyrdom during the civil war in Algeria. He belongs to the group of Pierre Claverie and 18 companions, martyrs of 

Algeria. The liturgical feast is celebrated on 8 May. 

 

A Tribute to Henri & Three Extracts from his Writings 
During his funeral, on Ascension Thursday 1994, , Cardinal 

Louis-Étienne Duval of Algiers said this of Henri:  

"Dear Brother Henri was an authentic witness to the 

love of Christ, to the absolute self-denial of the Church 

and to fidelity to the Algerian people."  

Henri himself summarised his lived experience in the 

house of Islam in these words:  

“It is my Marist commitment that has allowed me, 

despite my limitations, to harmoniously be part of the 

Moslem environment, and my life in this environment, 

in turn, has made me more profoundly a Marist 

Christian. May God be praised! "  

In 1986, Henri wrote:  

"Let the Peace of Christ invade me always more and 

more intimately. Patience, gentleness towards myself, 

patience, gentleness towards all, in particular the young 

people the Lord entrusts to me. Virgin Mary, make me 

an instrument of peace for the world".  

"Patience, calm and tranquil perseverance. Like the 

sower who entrusts his grain to the earth and allows the 

time of God to do its work. An essential attitude for an 

educator: especially as I do not know the rhythm of 

development of each of these young people. God has 

simply sent me to sow the seed in the field chosen by 

him: thus to sow in peace and to leave him to look after 

the growth. Without being surprised by the presence of 

the cross, as happened in the life of Jesus himself"  

 

T 

Mass of Beatification: Br Ernesto has a front seat! 
YouTube https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yr4dATWxQrk  

Brothers Pere Ferré & Ernesto Sánchez S.G. 
with a sister and brother of Br. Henri Vergès in Oran 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yr4dATWxQrk
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VISION & PLANNING WEEKEND  

FOR MARCELLIN HOUSE COMMUNITY, JOHANNESBURG  

rom the 22nd to 24th September, the eight members of the Marcellin House Community Johannesburg spent 

the Heritage Weekend at the Don Bosco Youth Centre, Walkerville working on community building, learning 

about Marist life and mission, as well as visioning and planning. The current members come from Germany, 

England, Brazil and South Africa. All are involved in Marist programs such as the Three2Six Project, After School 

Programs or Marist Youth Ministry. The weekend was facilitated by Mrs Pam Paton-Mills and Brother Tony Clark. 

A TRIBUTE TO OUR DOYEN IN MOZAMBIQUE  

 

ro. João Torcato, born in Portugal on 13 

November 1932, followed his older brother in 

joining our Institute. After a short period in Brazil, 

he came to Mozambique in 1956. Ten years later, he 

became involved in forming teachers at ALVOR near 

Manhiça.  

His former students in this country remember him with 

much affection. To thank him for his positive influence on  

them and their pupils in turn, they organised a special 

celebration to mark his positive contribution to the well-

being of the country. 

F 

B 
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WHAT I LEARNED ABOUT EDUCATION AS A NOVICE 

ent to Kalulushi in Zambia’s Copper Belt, I was 

asked to take Religious Education in the Grade 

Eight class. I was not professionally trained, but 

did my best to deliver what was required and my 

presence was well appreciated by the young ones in and 

outside the class room.  

Towards the end of my experience, one of the Brothers in 

the community shared an experience he had had in the 

past. A particular boy who always became sad when time 

for knocking off approached. This lad was cheerful during 

the day and actively participated in school activities. But 

the moment he realized that the time to go home was 

approaching, his frame of mind would change. His friends 

could not understand the situation, as nothing offensive 

was being done to him. His mood was changing but not 

because of events at the school.  

When the Brother approached the boy, the lad explained 

that he did not like being at home due to the harsh 

treatment he was receiving from his step–mother. He 

explained that he never felt happy and comfortable at 

home: he found joy only outside the family circle. At this 

stage of his life, all that the boy desired was to be happy. 

The Brother gently helped him to accept that the only 

way for him to become happy at home, would be to 

accept his step-mother as his own. The young lad 

followed this advice and gradually became comfortable 

at home again.  

I was very touched by this story. Our apostolate with 

young people should be rooted in understanding their 

daily life experiences in order to discover who they are 

and the kind of challenges they encounter daily. We may 

not be in a position to solve their problems but we have 

the capacity to comprehend their situation and suggest 

the way forward. “To bring up children well, first we must 

love them, and love them all equally.” 

(Henry Ngeli - edited) 

 

 

GRADUATION WITH DIPLOMA IN RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

hen Champagnat was at the bedside 

of the dying Montagne, he realised more 

than ever that he needed Brothers, 

Brothers who would “make Jesus known and loved”. 

That is why it is important for every Brother to be 

trained as a catechist alongside other professional 

studies. 

This year, eight Brothers graduated with a Diploma 

in Religious Studies (DRS) in line with the founder’s 

desire. Among the graduates was Brother Stephen 

Chinsolo, the only representative of the Southern 

African Province among the fourth-year students at 

the College. (HN - edited) 

Congratulations to all, especially Stephen!  

  

S 

W 

Br. Stephen Chinsolo is congratulated  
by Br Francis Verye, acting Principal of MIUC 
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A FEAST OF PHOTOS  

TAKEN DURING THE RECENT PROVINCIAL COUNCIL 

  

At the end of a Wednesday morning Mass  
for school staff and Brothers  

Brothers Libardo Garzon Econ. Gen.  
and Luis Carlos Gutiérrez Vicar Gen. 

With the lay Marists in the Custodians: 
Iain Grieve, Adrienne Egbers, Alan Barbeau 

Br Norbert presents Br Luis Carlos  
with a souvenir of thanks 

Brothers Fortune Chakasara & Jude Pieterse: 
Incoming and Former Councillor for RSA 

Farewell gift for Libardo Garzon 
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HOW “POVERTY” ENABLES US TO BE TRULY BROTHERS 

"From each according to his ability, to each according to his needs" 

rom each according to his ability, to each 

according to his needs" is a slogan popularised 

by Karl Marx the first theoretician of communism 

as a way in which societies should be governed. 

The most obvious 

example where this 

principle becomes 

reality is in a traditional 

or nuclear family with 

father and mother 

begetting and nurturing 

children. Father and mother use their health, strength 

and experience to provide their relatively helpless 

children with whatever they need. 

Living out our family spirit as Marist Brothers, then, 

must involve sharing of our resources for the benefit of 

all. There will always be differences of income from 

salaries among the Brothers. The elderly are no longer 

earners, but neither are the young members of the 

community (e.g. novices on community experience, or 

the newly-professed who are not yet qualified to 

teach). If the needs of the weaker members are 

ignored, something is seriously awry with the family 

spirit of the community. 

On the other hand, when salaried Brothers willingly put 

all their earnings into the common fund, they are 

expressing their love for all the other members of their 

community. They are living out their brotherhood by 

unselfishly providing for the brethren. And implicitly 

they are also saying to the administrator of the 

common fund: “I love and trust you enough to look 

after our resources and employ them for the common 

good.” 

Apart from through sharing financial resources, 

Brothers also have the opportunity to express their 

brotherhood by using some of their time and energy to 

take care of common areas in their residence: the living 

room, the chapel, the toilets, the passageways, and the 

kitchen  

“Accountability” and “transparency” are not just 

words recently invented by economists. They have 

always been essential elements for forming 

communities where members love and trust one 

another. Without them, our ministry to the wider 

world is seriously compromised.   

  (MC) 

 

STRONGLY RECOMMENDED ONCE MORE !!! 

 

A 5-MINUTE CURE FOR DEPRESSION 

SIMPLY WATCH THE SHORT VIDEO !! 

FROM Lavalla school, Cambodia 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETpszbo-rrA 

 

 

F 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ETpszbo-rrA
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PHOTOS FROM WHEREVER AND WHENEVER 

 

 

Course for Marist Financial Officers held in Brazil 
Can you spot our Brother Geraldo Medida? 

Four Brothers were invited to an End-of-Year gathering at Marcellin House in Johannesburg.  
Here you see the Marist Young Adult Community and Marist Volunteers from several countries! 
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International Community with a local School Principal in Atlantis 

Brother Vincent turned 70 recently. Bernadette Walton, Joe Walton,  
John Bwanali and Mario Colussi joined in the celebration of this landmark. 
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BR NORBERT’S TRAVELS: JAN 2019– APR 2019 

 

14 Jan: LUSAKA – JOBURG. 

18 – 19 Jan: Council Meeting – Joburg. 

20 Jan: JOBURG – NAIROBI. 

28 Jan – 02 Feb: Superiors, Meeting – MIC. 

04 Feb: NAIROBI – JOBURG. 

09 Feb: Custodians Meeting – Joburg. 

27-28 Feb: JOBURG – ROME. 

01 - 02 Mar: African Provincials Meet in Rome. 

04 – 13 Mar: All Provincials Meeting in Rome. 

17 – 18 Mar: ROME - JOBURG. 

22 Mar: JOBURG – MATOLA. 

23 – 27 Mar: Matola – Novitiate. 

29 - 30 Mar: Council Meeting, Mozambique. 

01 Apr: Bilene. 

05 Apr: Manhiça. 

10 Apr: Matola Novitiate. 

11 Apr: MAPUTO - NAMPULA. 

12 Apr: Nivava Community. 

17 Apr: NAMPULA - MAPUTO. 

20 Apr: MATOLA - JOBURG. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
May the Blessings 

and Joy of Christmas 

be with all our Readers 

and their Loved Ones 

throughout 2019 

THE EDITOR 


