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One of the many attractive features of life here at MAPAC is our
special liturgies. You will see reports of these on our webpage
(www.mapac-marist.org). The photos there provide a glimpse of
the care, creativity and hard work that is put into these excep-
tional celebrations. Much attention is devoted to emphasising

the theme carefully chosen for each liturgy.
In this article I would like to focus on the themes purposely selected by the Brothers for our

celebrations since Graduation last October.

For nothing will be impossible for God (Vow Renewal – Pacifican Brothers)

There is a child born for us (Christmas Day Eucharist)

Jesus’ birth is my birth (Christmas Day Community Prayer)

Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you (Foundation Day)

Blessing (Lunar New Year celebration)

The Source and the Stream (François Day)

When you look at this list of successive themes – what strikes you? Do they seem almost
‘developmental’?  Since it seems to me that there is something of a flow here – and one that
speaks to us who are Marist Apostles.

Do the themes remind us of the journey of our own lives, as well as the path of our faith?
Our human birth and our friendship with God, founded in the love and faithfulness of a Loving
Creator God – for whom nothing is impossible. The miracle of our birth and of every human
birth. The mystery of the gift of our faith.

The engaging and encouraging message of how this Loving Creator God chose to become
one of us, entering our world as a helpless human baby – there is a child born for us. The crib
was one of the three foundations of Marcellin’s deep loving union with God. So yes, the mean-
ing of the birth of Jesus can well be a source for the birth and nourishment of my own faith –
Jesus’ birth is my birth.

Then from the First Letter of John, there is the encouragement to hold fast to the
sources of our faith - Let what you heard from the beginning remain in you. On the
Foundation Day of our Institute there is also an invitation to hold clear in our hearts
the inspiration that attracted us to Marist Life at the time of our initial contacts –
those significant first impressions. And to commit ourselves to living out in our
lives these Marist characteristics.

The journey of our faith and vocation have continued over the years.
When we stop and are reflective enough, we are able to notice and hon-
our the many ways in which our life has been a Blessing.

From this thanksgiving for our many blessings flows the determina-
tion in us to share from what we have received. From the Source we
desire to be part of the Stream.

Yes, how honoured are we!  For the Lord has blessed us! We who are
simple, humble, have been deeply and personally loved from before
time by a God, for whom nothing is impossible. Mary, our Good Mother,
discerned this and gave joyous thanks to God. MMM

Brother
PETER
Australia

Rector’s Message

Our Lady of MAPAC
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On 8th of December 2011, we, the Pacific Islanders renewed our vows. The
theme was “For nothing will be impossible for God.” It was a very
simple celebration that coincided with the feast of the Immaculate Concep-
tion. As Mary said “Yes” to be the Mother of God, with courage we also say
“Yes” to follow Christ in the way of Mary as Marist Brothers with hope and
enthusiasm that nothing will be impossible to us if we put God in the cen-
tre of our lives now and always.  It was also a delightful experience for us,
because somehow it brings back memories of where we first started—
Lomeri Novitiate.  Though some of
us it was their second time to renew
vows and the others were their first,
still we felt the togetherness and the
sense of being supported by each
other. All of us were very alive that
day. With great preparation and
support from the community every-
thing went smoothly to its conclu-
sion.—Brother Desmond
(Papua New Guinea)

Our  Christmas celebration with the lay partners was held on December
16, 2011 here at MAPAC. The celebration was unique. We did a prayer
session for the victims of the typhoon “Sendong” in the big part of North-
ern Mindanao. After hearing the sufferings brought about by the natural
calamity, our lay partners re-
quested the social committee
to re-organize the Christmas
event into a very simple one in
solidarity with the victims. The
committee’s original plan was
to make it a fun-filled event
with variety of activities such
as dancing, singing followed
by lunch. Our Lay Partners
also requested to have the
major part of the money allo-
cated for the celebration be
donated to the people affected by the calamity. Such a timely help and
concern from the lay partners were highly appreciated and lauded by all
the Brothers here at MAPAC. Thus in each and every way, it was a very
meaningful celebration,  giving the Brothers and the Lay Partners  an op-
portunity to witness the love of God that Baby Jesus was born for.—
Brother Darwin (India)

Christmas season was well-
celebrated by the MAPAC
community. The Christmas
midnight mass was won-
derfully animated by Fran-
cois fraternity. The theme
coined for that night was
“There is a child born for
us.” On  midday of Christ-
mas day, Chanel fraternity
prepared a simple yet
beautiful prayer liturgy with the theme “Jesus’ birth is my birth.” The
prayer was then followed by a very special lunch. The community wel-
comed the New Year 2012 with the faithful of Milagrosa village. The
Brothers took part in the Eucharistic celebration by being the choir. And
to finally highlight the evening, the Brothers gathered outside the main
dining hall for karaoke and barbecue—with drinks, of course—and later
witnessing the awesome fireworks displays of the neighborhood.—Ed.
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Hello, Brothers
and friends, I

would like to share
with you some

significant
events which
we have ex-
perienced
recently. Well,
living in

Lorenzo Fraternity is exciting and
enjoyable. As you will flip through
this article, you will find out what
we have been doing since the last
semester till the present time, and
also some of the upcoming
events, which we are looking for-
ward to.

On the 29th to 31st of October
last year, we went to White Beach
in Mindoro Island for our outing. It
was a very exciting time for all of
us. It was a time of relaxation, fun
and enjoyment, because we were
away from the assignments and

requirements and the daily routine
in MAPAC. On August 27th of 2011
we had a simple celebration of
Lorenzo feast day. We had the
Eucharistic celebration at 5.30pm
followed by a simple social and
the meal. The whole community in
MAPAC enjoyed the celebration.

There are other activities in
which we are involved in as a fra-
ternity such as recollection, meal
out, fraternity building, and group
accompaniment. We have differ-
ent responsibilities. We also had
several visitors coming to our fra-
ternity. We greeted them with
warm hearted welcomes and
made them feel at home with
every necessity and opportunity
which we have provided for them.

On the 11th of February 2012,
we had our recollection at the OMI
place. The atmosphere permitted
each one of us to look deeper into
our lives and to discern the areas

of our strengths and weaknesses.
We believe that it was a time when
each one came to encounter
Christ in a special way and where
the Spirit led us to achieve our
goals and dreams as Marist Broth-
ers.

There are some upcoming
events to which we are looking
forward to with excitement. One is
the outing which will be towards
the end of this month.  Our anima-
tor, Bro. John Hazelman, and the
second year Brothers will be leav-
ing our fraternity at the end of this
semester. Then there will be new
comings—a new animator and the
first year brothers.

Lorenzo fraternity has become
our sweet home where we share,
support and encourage each other
through our activities and events
which we have experienced and
those that are yet to come.

MMM

It is with great pleasure I
am writing about our

Fraternity – François, which
has become a welcoming
home where you find many
different cultural personali-
ties. Our home provides us
with plenty of enjoyment.

The places where we had
our recollections include
Mary Hill and Alberione, and
our outings were at Pagsan-
jan and Subic. One of our
outings was an unforgettable
experience for me. Certainly
it was my first experience to
see a massive park called
“Enchanted Kingdom.”
When we arrived, we no-
ticed that a sizable crowd,

mainly youth, had already
gathered there.

The price of the ticket in-
cluded plenty of free rides
and among them was the
Space Shuttle. It was excit-
ing for all those who trav-
elled it. Even though I joined
them in the ride I soon felt
daunted by the experience
ahead. I felt that I would die
in the seat before reaching
the destination. With great
difficulty I remained mo-
tionless till the ride was over.

The boat ride gave us
more enjoyment of the natu-
ral environment. The ser-
pentine course of the rivulet
was very attractive. It was

amusing when the boat
started wiggling and skim-
ming the waves making us
wet. Certainly these two
rides were a new experience
for me.

When I recall all these inci-
dents, words are not enough
to express my gratitude to
our Francois fraternity.

B e s t
wishes to
everyone!
MMM

Brother
VAL
Vanuatu

Brother
NAVINDA

Sri Lanka
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MUSIC

Computer and library Committee on
the move!
One of the busiest destinations here

at MAPAC is under the care of computer
and library committee, the “Temple” as what
the student Brothers would call it. Mostly, we
work in the computer room by providing pa-
pers and printer inks if it gets empty. We
spend our time also in the computer room
and during committee work, dusting and
mapping the floor and sorting out used pa-
pers with the help of recycling committee.

Other than looking after the needs
of the Brothers in the computer room, with
the help of Kuya Bedik and Kuya Jessie, the
committee also is doing some works in the
library with Ma’am Joycee – MAPAC Librar-
ian. This semester, every Thursday afternoon,
the committee members, Bros. Imran ©, Isma
and Noy-noy spend their time from 1:30

P.M. –3:00 P.M helping the
librarian in organizing things
inside the library.

Another task for the
members is the closing of the
computer room each night at
10:30 in the evening. This is
somehow challenging espe-
cially if the assigned member
is sleepy and tired already
before the time. He has to wait until 10:30 in
the evening before he’ll be able to go to
bed. However, any Brothers can extend the
use of the computer room with the permission
from Br. Rustico, our Dean of Studies and
Liaison of the computer and library commit-
tee. With that, the assigned member can
sleep peacefully and without interruption.

MMM

After the long serving Br Maq who was
chairperson of the Music committee
for 3 semesters, I became the leader

of the Music committee. The Music committee
serves the community in terms of music, for
example organizing the singing practices,
preparing the guitarists for the daily mass
and the Milagrosa mass. The Christmas car-
oling for AFA was for me the most exciting
and significant event we performed. I would
like to share an episode of this event.

Every year, we go to some AFA
places for Christmas caroling, such as
Balubad, L'Arche, and the Home of Love
(orphanage). For this activity, we had sing-
ing practices and brought some gifts to
share with them. December 16, after the last
class in 2011and the beginning of the Christ-
mas vacation, we went to the L'Arche com-
munity. Since we were a bigger group than
last year and we could not fit in our cars, we
divided into two groups. In our vehicle, were
the musicians with music instruments, while the
rest of the Brothers took 2 Jeepnies , a fa-
mous Filipino form of transport, which we
hired.

The musicians and I arrived earlier
than the other group of Brothers, so we set
up the musical instruments at the L'Arche
community. Br Roshan got a message from

the jeepney group that they were lost on the
way, so they would be late. The L'Arche
community people were already waiting for
us to start the show, so we decided to do
something without the other Brothers who
were on the road. We asked the L'arche
community to sing while we, the musicians
were playing. We became a band for the
L'arche community and they became the
main singers of the show. After singing sev-
eral songs, the delayed Brothers arrived
there, and joined the singing with the L'Arche
community. There were no boundaries be-
tween the singers and the audience. We,
both Marist Brothers and the L'Arche commu-
nity members, were singing and dancing to-
gether. We were not only singers but also
an audience for the L'arche community.

Through this experience, I realized
that mutuality is very important for my reli-
gious life. In my life, I want to make them
sing and dance even if they are dis-
abled because Jesus loves them. It was
a learning experience for me
that no one is useless;
every one of us has
our boundaries and
disabilities.

MMM

Brother NOYNOY
Philippines

Brother PAUL
South Korea

Computer
& library
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liturgy
landscape

“Green Land for a New Land”

The above statement is
the current theme that we
the Landscape Commit-

tee came up with for this se-
mester. Does it sound familiar?

MAPAC is known for its lovely and
beautiful environment and our commit-
tee would like to add more to it, per-

haps put more colors to the greenery that really
stands out in our campus. We’ve all agreed to
that idea after some meetings. However, it also
implies hard work not just in doing the planting
but more especially in preparing the soil before-
hand, since our soil is very poor. We do take into
consideration places where these plants would
easily take root. We are also planting in accord
to their suitability regarding the area, and posi-
tion where they could give more color to the
scenery.

The Committee has a compost pit, but we
have to buy more compost from outside espe-

cially if ours is all used or not yet ready. In addi-
tion, we apply as well fertilizer to make sure our
plants have enough food to grow healthily.

There is a lot of work to do in this committee
beside those I mentioned above. Watering the
plants to ensure that the soil remains moist for
them to take root, is another challenging work,
especially in dry season. Pruning of course is
part of it as well as doing the weeding. There, we
dig holes and we also replace plants every week
inside the administration building. Yes, it is an
intensive labor.

The idea behind all these things is not just a
kind of competition between the previous com-
mittee, but more specifically for the idea that the
committee has in mind on how to integrate our
work to emphasize that our community is an In-
ternational Community. With that idea, we are
trying to plant other plants that can give different
colors whether by their flowers when they bloom
or just by their leaves.

MMM

Brought together without having chosen our
companions, we welcome one another as
gifts of the Lord (C.63). In this way, our

community becomes a place of friendship, of life
shared, where the human qualities and the spiri-
tual gifts of each Brother can flourish (C.51).

These articles of the Constitutions recall the
ideal of our community life. Every day each
Brother has a part to play in keeping our commu-
nity a place to learn, play, work and pray. Such
activities contribute to our life here. Though com-
ing from different countries with unique traditions
we amalgamate these diverse skills and talents
in many different ways to make MAPAC a place
of learning.

MAPAC is made up of different Commit-
tees and one of these committees is the
Liturgy Committee. It is comprised of 5

hard working Brothers who
sincerely and willingly give
their time faithfully in making
sure that the Brothers Spiri-
tual Life is balanced every

day by preparing the Chapel
before Mass each week from
Monday to Saturday.
Inspired by these men’s gen-

erosity and the patience they dis-

play each day, helps me to understand how im-
portant and beautiful the responsibility is. Every-
body in the group knows what they are doing and
it helps a lot. Though at times, we fall behind in
our responsibilities, we do understand that we
are human and we have our own weaknesses.

Anyway! It was a nice time. The semester
was a wonderful one. I have enjoyed each
Brother’s company and the time they had in mak-
ing sure everything is functioning well. Each
Brother is assigned every week with different
responsibilities to perform and we have given our
best. At times when we are down, there is al-
ways a word of challenge and encouragement
from our Liaison – Br. Bryan. He is always there
to help us and it was great working with him.

Navinda is one of the Brothers in the group
who is so passionate with his responsibilities,
making sure that everything is prepared and put
away nicely. He had been so helpful. Unfortu-
nately, we will miss his services, and therefore,
we the Brothers namely; - Blaise, Jano, Efren,
Ben and Bryan would like to take this time to
thank him for his generous service to us all.
Thank you Navinda!

With that, we the Liturgy Committee wish
you all a blessed Easter Season. MMMBrother BLAISE

Papua New Guinea

Brother UEANI
Kiribati
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We enjoyed a Lunar New Year celebration on January 27, 2012 organized
by four East Asian Brothers. The actual date of the event was 23rd of Janu-
ary. In East Asian culture, when the new Lunar Year comes all people
celebrate with members of their family, gathering in their parent’s house.
In our own way here at
MAPAC, first there was
Eucharistic celebration
where we also got the
chance to understand the
Marist history of both
countries. Although our
social time was not
enough all of us enjoyed
it. Most Brothers were
very interested in the
twelve Chinese Zodiac
signs that Brother John
Yang presented. After the
meal, one last highlight of the program was flying the sky lanterns. The
floating of the sky lanterns was symbolic of our wishes rising unto the sky.
It was indeed a beautiful picture.  Along with it was the sound of the fire-
crackers and the Brother’s noise of excitement. It was truly an unforgetta-
ble night.—Brother Ilnam (South Korea)

On the 10th of February this year, François Fraternity and the MAPAC
community celebrated the Feast day of Brother François. The occasion is
traditionally celebrated on 22nd of January. It has been a long time since
MAPAC celebrated the last François feast day. François Fraternity worked
as a team, shared ideas and opinions and supported one another in
making the event a successful celebration. The theme was “The Stream
and the Source”. The evening began with the Eucharist with the pro-
cession from the statue of Our
Lady of MAPAC, outside the
Chapel. In his homily, our cele-
brant Fr. Alex (Assumptionist),
linked the theme with Father
Champagnat and Brother Fran-
çois. The second part of the eve-
ning was a social which was well
organized. All the Brothers were
involved in the activities.—
Brother Bona (Vanuatu)

“Let what you heard
from the beginning re-
main in you.” This was
the theme of the celebra-
tion of the foundation day
of the Marist Brothers at
MAPAC which was held on
January 2, 2012. The lit-
urgy was prepared by the
Brothers of Lorenzo Fraternity. One activity involved during the mass
was the remembrance of the dates when the Marist Brothers came the
first time into the respective countries the Brothers represent at MAPAC.
The mass and fellowship brought an ample opportunity for us here at
MAPAC to celebrate Marist spirituality at work all over the world today,
following the footsteps of Marcellin and the generations of the Brothers
before us.—Brother Ben (Pakistan)
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Before going on to my article, just a reminder
that the readers of this Newsletter are both the
Brothers and Lay Partners.

* * *
It’s Lenten Season. It’s time again of the Litur-

gical Year where Catholics do things in modera-
tion—as expected. “Moderation” here would
mean moderation from doing things we usually
do most of the time, things we spend most of our
time with either because it’s a passion or we just
could not have enough of it. Cite for  example,
moderation from food and drinks, doing leisurely
activities, hobbies, etcetera. We actually have
terms for doing these sort of things in special
days of Lent: that’s fasting and abstinence. Part
of Lenten sacrifice is almsgiving; observing more
charitable deeds towards others. Most impor-
tantly in this season, we spend more time in
prayer.

* * *
Here at MAPAC, the observance of Lenten

practices are not that obvious. It is hard to tell
whether a Brother mortifies, fasts, give alms, or
spends  longer time for his personal prayer. Yet,

there is actually something in this enigma. Para-
doxically, I can feel that the Brothers are just be-
ing true to their Lenten sacrifice. How? Well, I
guess you can refer to these Gospel passages.
“Take care not to perform righteous deeds in or-
der that people may see them” (Matt 6.1).
“...when you pray, go to your inner room, close
the door, and pray to your Father in secret” (Matt
6.6). These passages are precisely a part of the
Gospel reading when we started Lent on Ash
Wednesday.

* * *
Yes. Brothers at MAPAC do pray. That’s what

nourishes us, Brothers.

* * *
In many docu-

mentations about
MAPAC through its
newsletters and its
websites, celebrations
dominate the pages—
from photos to sto-
ries. That is a fact.



11

You seldom, if not never, find particular articles about
prayers or even academic stuffs. This is a fact too.
And, I guess, there is nothing wrong with this. What
is wrong is when “people” start to question, wonder-
ing if the community ever pray. And it is even wrong
-er when some members of the community them-
selves question about this.

Vague, isn’t it? What I am saying here is the is-
sue of publicity; that big PUBLICITY. Publicity is there to attract public. It is about advertising and pro-
motion.  Websites are a form of publicity. A  Facebook page is also a kind of publicity. Newsletter is
another publicity. MAPAC has all these. But what do we advertise? What do we promote? For sure,
MAPAC makes use of media to let the Marist world know what is going on in this part of the globe. It
also extends thru social media in the hope of attracting vocations to the Brotherhood and to connect with
people, Brothers, Sisters, or Lay Partners, who consider MAPAC part of their life. Yes, apparently, MA-
PAC does advertise and promote something.

I think, “people” need to read again the newsletters of the past. Look again; behind all those celebra-
tions are prayers. It is actually indicated in the documentations. I wonder, do we really have to advertise
this? Like, “See! MAPAC Brothers really pray.” If you don’t read this in our posts or newsletters,

will that necessarily mean we don’t pray at all? What we
do not publicize is what we do not practice—is that it?

The answers are with you.

* * *

MAPAC is generally referred to as a Scholastic [I’d
like to argue that this is a more correct term than
“scholasticate”].  Scholasticism is a medieval term
that concerns schools or education.

MAPAC is not—just—a scholastic. People within here are not merely students or teachers. There
are young people here who happen to be students, committee leaders, community leaders, practicing bur-
sars, accompagneurs, spiritual directees, teammates, friends, classmates, SISTERS, and BROTHERS.
There are used-to-be-young people here who happen to be teachers, fraternity animators, community
leaders, council leaders and members, facilitators, accompagniteurs, spiritual directors, friends, instruc-
tors, PARENTS, and BROTHERS. More so, the community lives with people whom we call lay partners
who journey with us in almost each and every single day of our stay here. And all the Brothers who have
finished MAPAC, left for mission and some even left the congregation, would always treasure their
cherished moments here in this so-called Scholastic.

* * *
In a community of consecrated men, prayer is a basic need. By the printing of this issue,  we will

have been in the last couple of days of our module on Prayer and
Spirituality facilitated by Fr. Francis Zabala, OMI. The week after
this is Holy Week and that is when we will also have our Commu-
nity Retreat.

* * *
MAPAC’s mission statement  is of providing a post

-novitiate formation of Marist Apostles. This should
be clear. Check out mapac-marist.org. So, next
time you think about MAPAC, think about ho-
listic formation of the Marist Brothers in Asia-
Pacific. And think about fraternity in commu-
nity. MMM

Conference on Global Warming—2nd year class of Ecclesiology
course with Brother John Hazelman.

François Fraternity cutting the cake during the celebration of
the Feast Day of Venerable Brother François.

Eucharistic celebration for Lunar New Year.
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Our second semester saw
two changes to our fra-
ternity. In November we

welcomed Br Robert Badior ( Syd-
ney Province)to our community.
This is Robert’s third time at MA-
PAC and he continues the good
work of Br Carl in doing English
tutorial work  mainly with our first
year students. We also welcomed
back Br Romy to our table and
prayer room. He returned  from
Alfano after being the animator
there. Sadly we bade farewell to Fr
Patrice from Vanuatu. Patrice
served as our chaplain here from
July. We wished him well as he be-
gan a three year course in Canon
Law at the University of Santo
Tomas (UST).

Br Paul Murphy ( Sydney Prov-
ince) spent a couple of weeks with
us in November. Several of us were
able to be with Paul at the opening
of the reconstructed Kuya Centre
at Cubao – a work he has guided
over the last few years. A fitting
tribute was made to him in naming
one of the floors “Br Paul’s Hall.”

In December we welcomed a
group of students and teachers
from Sacred Heart College Ade-
laide who were here on an immer-
sion visit and stayed in Alfano for
most of the time. In January a
smaller group of post school young
people from Melbourne also made
Alfano their base as they visited
various projects.

After the Christmas celebrations

we took a couple
of days off for a
break at Olon-
gapo. The
proximity
to the
sea was
appre-
ciated by
all.

R e -
cently we had our recollection at
the Jesuit retreat house at Angono.
Br Simon Serero (P.N.G.)  has
made an early arrival as one of the
four new staff members at MA-
PAC for next semester. He is cur-
rently staying with us prior to mov-
ing to Chanel in May.

MMM

H i, dear friends!
When I arrived at MA-
PAC on the 5th of July

2011, Chanel became my home.
We were twelve disciples (student
Brothers), then, from all over Asia
and the Pacific plus our Brother
Animator (Br. Roshan Silva).  In-
spired by the first community of
Brothers at La Valla, Chanel tries
to follow their spirit. We accept
and care for each other. We so-
cialize and pray in common. We
share roles, activities and cooper-

ate to build a
Marist homely
atmosphere. It
was like the

first com-
munity of
C h r i s -
t i a n s :
“ S e e
h o w
much

they love each other.”
I am privileged to be part of

Chanel Fraternity. My being there
has been a time of richness in my
understanding of community liv-
ing and journey as a young
Brother. The presence of my con-
freres around me provides a new
insight of the person I am. Influ-
enced by my culture, it was in
Chanel Fraternity that I was given
a wider way to see and grow into a
new page of my life.

Like every home, we have daily
struggles and choices to make in
carrying out our role as student
Brothers in formation. Every sec-
ond in one day has a value in giv-
ing life or rather killing life in the
Fraternity. There is a time to be
sad and a time to be happy. One
of our significant sad moments in
the Fraternity was when two of
our Filipino Brothers took their
decision to open a new chapter in

their lives. We respect and appre-
ciate their honesty and discern-
ment. Four months ago, we had
our Fraternity outing at Subic Bay.
It was a fantastic time, where we
enjoyed a different environment.
We all found it interesting and
refreshing after spending months
in the temple (MAPAC computer
room).

As the semester is reaching its
close, we are preparing to share
some tears to farewell our Brother
Animator, who is leaving to take
up his new ministry in Sri-Lanka.

Joyfully we are preparing to wel-
come our new Animator (Br.
Simon Serero) and look forward
to the arrival of our 1st year stu-
dent Brothers in June.

If you pass by MAPAC feel free
to have a cup of coffee in Chanel
Fraternity. I am sure you will find
the Brothers sweeter than a cup of
coffee. MMM

Brother
RALPH

Australia

Brother
RENAUD
Vanuatu
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sports RECYCLING

The trio Brothers Ralph, Charles
Tavore and Robert Ek welcome you
to the sports section of the MAPAC

publication, 2012. They have been work-
ing collectively to make sports exciting
and worthwhile. As sports committee of
MAPAC, they plan sporting events for the
sake of the Brothers. They have taken
several responsibilities such as arranging
for a friendly basketball match with
Barnabite Seminarians. Unfortunately the
Brothers who went there to represent
the MAPAC community lost. As usual they
did not complain and regretted bitterly
because they knew that it was simply
one test match with outsiders. They re-
turned home saying; ‘it’s not the end of
the world. We will do better next time’.

Having lost the match caused them to
train extra hard. They did all they could
for a win at the Marist School Basketball
competition. February 3rd went down
into most of our diaries since our MAPAC
team defeated their first opponent of
the competition. Though our Brothers

seemed small in size in comparison to
the opposing team, they were
very athletic. They ran
from all corners and
scored easily. The MA-
PAC team was victorious
on 79 points defeating its
opponent on 74 points.

Our family spirit was very
strong during that time. The rest of the
Brothers of all races and ages showed
their support. They clapped, cheered
and danced to the beat of a Korean
drum. It was a great night for the MAPAC
community. All returned home with
smiles on their faces and joys in their
hearts.

Moral support was always there until
we were defeated on the Friday, 2nd of
March. We returned home with drooped
heads but said; it’s ok to lose because
sometimes we have to accept our weak-
nesses.

MMM

Let me begin with the quotes about
ACTIVISM AND TAKING ACTION from
Mahatma Gandhi. "You must be the

change you wish to see in the world." The
message is very true in the sense that eve-
rything begins from the person. So how
does this message relate to our daily life
here in MAPAC? Does it have an impact on
you, or motivate you to achieve something
good? As people of this post-millennium,
you and I cannot deny the fact that there
are more and more things we would like to
have. At the same time we might not think
of what will be the impact on us on nature
as a whole. With this allow me to share on
how to be a resourceful person

Regarding the task of MAPAC’s Recycling
Committee for this second semester, my
committee members would agree with me
that we have done our job to raise the
awareness of the MAPAC Community about
being self-responsible for what we use.

I believe that everyone already knows
the basic ideas of how to take care of their
own property. In addition, there are the
practical matters that we have been keep-
ing our eye on and communicated to every-

one. It is to encourage everyone to use non
-plastic bags when marketing or shopping.
On a fraternity basis we also encourage the
student brother to segregate the non bio-
degradable from the biodegradable mat-
ters.

As part of our daily task, we usually work
with our co-workers (our cooks in the main
kitchen) to collect and segregate the left
over food and vegetables for recycling.
This is after dinner time during the week-
days.  The challenging task when the time
comes for what we call, ‘a junk day’. This
is the day of collecting all kinds of rubbish
from the rooms. This is usually once a se-
mester or twice if possible.

The job is so simple, but it does need a
lot of effort and commitment to make
sure things are going well. So
where to go from here? It’s a
call for us to participate in
the work of recycling our
own goods and making MA-
PAC a clean, green and
beautiful place to live.

MMM

Brother BOB
Papua New Guinea

Brother AMBI
Kiribati
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socialscommunications

‘To work in cooperation with MA-
PAC community and to make

certain that the community
social gatherings are organ-
ized and main dining hall is

kept clean.’This is the mainendeavor of theSocial Committeeof MAPAC achieved in various wayswhich involves not only the committeemembers but also the other members ofthe community.The Social Committee this semes-ter has originally six members includingthe liaison. The members are Bros. Bona,Clint, Ezrah, Ian, Jong and Roshan(Liaison). Br. Ezrah went back to hishome country due to some health issuesso we have one member less.Our committee is always on-the-go as we are involved in the kitchen in adaily basis especially in preparing the

necessary things before dinner. Otherthan what we do everyday, we are also in-charge of community socials during Na-tional Days, Feast Days and other cele-brations that involve the whole commu-nity. During these celebrations, the com-mittee has to purchase drinks, snacks anddesserts. We also prepare and serve thesnacks while the celebration is going on.As new members of the committee, wedecided to do something new by puttingpotted plants inside and outside of themain dining hall.Being part of the Social Commit-tee is one way that we serve the commu-nity. And, in doing the things we do, eachone of us surely learn something usefulfor our future life in the community. Wehope that with the remaining time wehave as members of this committee, wecan continue to be of service to everyonein ways we can. MMM

Alas, I have been transferred to a differ-ent committee after three semesters withMusic. I had a great experience with myprevious committee and right now, I amenjoying another time with my companionsin my present committee.The committee has Brother Roel(Filipino) who has been in the committeefor two semesters. He is truly a treasure inthe group. Aside from his gentle and ablehands with technicalities such as cameraand the sound systems, his expertise inAdobe Photoshop is also laudable. I havepersonally learnt a lot from him in thosethings. Then we also have BrotherDarwin (Indian) with us. Heis an ever hardworking andsupportive compan-ion. Despite him say-ing that he has noconfidence in han-dling technologies, Iwould say he is learn-ing quickly especially intaking good photos.

And lastly, we have Brother Romy.Three of us feel so lucky to have BrotherRomy as  liaison. He does not fail in follow-ing  things up that the committee needs todo. It is also him who updates the noticeboard by posting Marist News from Romeand other important information. AndBrother’s availability is also somethingthat the committee is grateful about.To be in communications committee isnot a joke. Taking pictures and videos fordocumentation, updating the MAPAC web-site and Facebook page, updating the no-tice board, preparing a colorful greetingpage on birthdays and post them on noticeboard and in Facebook, create MAPACNewsletter—all of these require skill andcommitment which I’ve found in the com-mittee.Power-of-four-for-one is what makesthe committee work. Each member’s gift iscontributed in accomplishing  tasks—allfor the service of the community.With this, I thank a lot Brothers Romy,Darwin and Roel. Good job Brothers!
MMMBrother MAQ

Philippines

Brother JONG
Philippines
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Insider’s Notes
Br. Peter Rodney, MAPAC rector had two trips abroad recently to

attend meetings in Bangkok and Rome. He was away from Febru-
ary 25 to 29 for the Asian Superiors’ Meeting  in Bangkok and
the second one from March 13 to 30 for  the Administrative unit
heads meeting in Rome. Part of his time away was spent on
holiday.

Two of our new staff members for the new school year 2012-
2013 have arrived to MAPAC to prepare themselves for their

new roles. Br. Simon arrived on February 26.  He is from
Papua New Guinea.  The second one is Br. Stephen Filipo
from New Zealand.  Br. Simon plans to take a summer
course at Maryhill School of Theology while Br. Steve
plans to enroll at SAIDI (Southeast Asia Interdisciplinary

Development Institutive) in Antipolo City and later in ICLA
(Institute of Consecrated Life in Asia) in Quezon City

This year’s parish Religious Night was held on February 23, 2012.
In addition to the entertainment  item, MAPAC provided one of the two master of ceremo-
nies in the person of Br. Mark Anthony Romero.  The Religious Night is part of the celebra-
tion of a week-long parish fiesta in honor of its patronal saint, St. Gabriel of our Lady of Sor-
rows.   Nineteen religious congregations of the parish participated.

Our annual retreat will be held this coming Holy Week at the SVD Retreat House in Ta-
gaytay City. The following  are the names of our retreat directors:  Sr. Lita Walker, RSCJ, Sr.
Hazel Suarez, RC, Ms. Armie Nunez,  Sr. Angie Martin, ACI, Br. Ted Fernandez, FMS, and Mr.
Dindo Paradela. At the end of the retreat, on Easter Sunday, the Asian Brothers will renew
their vows.

The module on Prayer will be held on March 26 – 30.  Fr. Francis Zabala, OMI will be fa-
cilitating and giving the input. Fr. Francis is a formator at the OMI Scholasticate in Loyola
Heights, Quezon City.

After the retreat, comes the immersion in barangays of Prieto Diaz
town in Sorsogon. The student Brothers will be away from April 10 to
18.  In Sorsogon, the Brothers will be hosted by families who are
farmers and fisher folks.

With the ending of the terms at MAPAC of Br. John Hazel-
man, Br. Roshan Silva and Br. Ralph Arnell, two more new staff
members are coming to MAPAC for the news school year 2012-
2013.  In addition to Br. Simon and Br. Steve, we will have Br.
Devasiri from Sri Lanka and Br. Bill McCarthy from Australia.

Br. Robert Badior, our English tutor for the second semester, left
on March 13 for Sydney, Australia.  Br. Robert has been our English tutor
for three semesters, coming in the second semester of the school year.

The Alfano Fraternity house, which has been empty since November, was occupied for 5
days by 32 high school students from Notre Dame of Dadiangas University, Lagao Campus
in Gen. Santos City.  The students participated in the national cheering competition at the
Philippine Sports Complex (formerly ULTRA) in Pasig City on March 18, 2012. MMM

Br. Stephen Filipo & Br. Simon Serero

Brother
ROMY

Philippines

Brothers
Ralph,
John,
& Roshan

Bye
to...

Hello
to...
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March 26-30 Module 1: Prayer, Spirituality and Praxis

April 1-7 Annual Retreat in Tagaytay City

April 11-18 Immersion in Prieto Diaz, Sorsogon

April 23-30; May 1-3 Module 2.a:  Third Year: Test, Measurement and Evaluation

April 23-30; May 1-3 Module 2.b:  Second Year:  Catechetics 1

May 4-6 Community Outing in Uacon, Candelaria, Zambales

May 7-11 Module 3:  Campus Ministry

May 14-18 Module 4: Youth Ministry

May 19-20 Staff Orientation, La Salle Villa, Tagaytay City

May 21-22 MAPAC Executive Board Meeting

May 23 Day Outing in Enchanted Kingdom, Sta. Rosa, Laguna

May 26-27 Arrival of incoming First Years

May 28-June 1 Orientation Week

June 4 Classes commence, Academic Year 2012-2013

Let’s see how well you know about the Founder’s life.
Fill in the missing word/s or date/s on the blank provided for. Answers below.

(a) One day, during a cate-
chism class, a priest uses an
ugly nickname for one of
Marcellin’s classmates, and
causes the boy to be very
sad. Marcellin never forgets
this incident. He feels everyo-
ne deserves _____________.

(b) After seeing how open-
hearted and friendly the boy
is, the visitor asks him to be
a priest. Marcellin says, “Yes,
I want to be a priest because
_______________________
_____________”.

(d) While Napoleon, the ruler of
France, is looking for glory in war,
Marcellin concentrates on growing in
____________ and ________.

(c) More and more villages
want to have a school run by
the Brothers but Marcellin
doesn’t have enough Brothers.
As always, he prays Mary: “
Good Mother, help us! This is
your _________”.

(e) In _____ appears the first written
Rule for the Brothers, the fruit of
lived experience. He is very happy,
because they will help to ensure the
future success of the Institute.

The Communications
Committee:
Br. Roel, fms

Br. Darwin, fms
Br. Maq, fms (Chairman)
Br. Romy, fms (Liaison)

+++++++++++++++++++
MAPAC Newsletter

Marist Asia Pacific Center
83 St.M.Champagnat Street

Marikina Heights
Marikina City, Philippines

Tel. No.: 632 948 4018
arpeefms@yahoo.com
www.mapac-marist.org

facebook.com/groups/mapac
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