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BREAKING POINTS! 
 

 Watching the Oscar award-winning film “The Black Swan” was a relaxing activity I shared with the 
brother’s community in BJ.  It was close to the end of my visit to CN, hence, the need to unwind after a 
long day of meetings and reflections. 
 The film is powerful.  Natalie Portman portrays the role of the talented ballerina Nina, the Swan 
Queen who has to interpret to perfection both the dance of the White Swan and the dance of the Black 
Swan. She soon brings the interpretation of the White Swan dance to perfection but she fails to reach any-
thing as good with the Black Swan. Pushed to her psychological limits by her ambitious stage director, she 
goes through a deep, agonizing self transformation through the hours of the night immediately preceding 
the public performance. Finally, just before she goes on stage, she stabs herself.  She expires through the 
last steps of the dance, exactly, when the Black Swan is to die. In her last words to the stage director, she 
simply states: “I was perfect!”  
 In the film, the ballerina Nina reached a breaking point in her career as she sought the perfect per-
formance of the Black Swan! 
 The readings of October 29, Saturday, remind us of three breaking points in the life of a man and 
woman of God: the gift of Christian fulfilled life to others through our own failure (Romans), the dying to 
one-self in search of God (Ps 68) and the unconditional service to the poor (Lk). 
 Psalm 68 invites us to move to our breaking points in our search of God. The Psalm expression 
where I find this breaking point is: “my eyes are consumed while waiting for your presence, O God!”  The 
prayer experience referred to here is the one that mystical authors describe as the dark night. Dark nights 
are times of intense purification. It is my conviction that all of us are periodically invited to enter into the 
purifying fire of the dark nights. The temptation is to give up too soon and seek compensation in a thou-
sand possible distractions of life that we all know.  
 With what’s going on with the flooding in Thailand these days, we infer a purifying struggle of a na-
tion for the great loss of lives  as thousands more of 
people are still enmeshed in the uncertainties of 
their present situation:  no homes, no properties, 
and lack of provision for day to day existence.  This 
experience is the nation’s dark night calling a tran-
scendence to see hope and never to give up at all. 
 And for our Ad Gentes experience, I often 
have that feeling of being invited to reach breaking 
points in our lives, when we are going through the 
community and country discernment about the 
opening of a new community or the development 
of a new project. At times, we do not allow our eyes 
to be consumed in a search of faith and love: it is 
too painful! And so, we fall short of finding the face 
of God and we just move ahead to our business as 
usual without entering into the purifying fire of our 
breaking points…   Good reading to you all! 

“Breaking point”  experience for flood victims at Don Muang Airport, Bangkok.   
Photo by: Paula Bronstein, Getty Images 
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FLOOD IN THAILAND 

 Lay missionary Neiva Hoffelder and Bro. Diego Sa-
wadzky join the scholastics in MAPAC for a two-week 
long workshop on Child Rights Training Program.  Con-
ducted in the Philippines last October     17 – 28, 2011, 
the 40-hour unit workshop provided participants with, 
among others, a broad outline of the workings of the 
United Nations and its mechanisms for promoting and 
protecting the Rights of Children.  The “rights-based” ap-
proach to development was undertaken to equip partici-
pants with the new paradigm and necessary skills in han-
dling contexts that matter to children’s welfare. 
  
 The said workshop was facilitated by the compe-
tence of its resource persons from FMSI: Br. James Jolley 
and  Br Manuel Mendoza Prario.  Br James Jolley heads 
the Child Rights Advocacy team for FMSI in Geneva. 

(Flood in Thailand Photo by Adrees Latif/Reuters)   
 Lately Thailand have had the heaviest rain and 
flooding of the past 50 years. Over  500 people have 
died so far and the material losses in properties, crops, 
livelihood, closed factories and business are enormous. 
 The authorities have done everything possible to 
save the capital, Bangkok, and have somehow suc-
ceeded though about one quarter of its surface is al-
ready inundated.  
 Even if the government is criticized for the way it 
has handled the whole situation and for the lack of pre-
vention, the  national movement of support and solidar-
ity set in motion really does honor to this country.  
 Approximately 53,000 military personnel are con-
ducting the bulk of the flood-related relief operations. 
Military vehicles and boats are being used to evacuate, 
transport and deliver supplies and assistance throughout 
the affected areas. Military personnel are monitoring 
river and canal flood barriers and patrolling evacuated 
areas. 

  
 Thousands of volunteers, among them people 
from different religious denominations, are available to 
provide material, psychological and spiritual assistance 
to the people affected. 
 Evacuation continues, but many residents refuse 
to leave their homes at the risk of getting electrocuted 
or contracting diseases.  
 The evolution of the floods is still uncertain. It 
seems that the floods are diminishing, but not every-
where.  
 The commercial center of Bangkok, the airport 
and the area where we stay are so far out of danger, as 
the tide is falling. One of the challenges at this moment 
is to send the water stored on land towards the sea.  
  
 Please, be connected to the news and let’s con-
tinue praying  for the people of Thailand. 
 
 

AD GENTES JOINS MAPAC FOR CHILD RIGHTS ADVOCACY WORKSHOP 

 Neiva and Bro. Diego are committed to continue 

the promotion of Child Rights  in the Ad Gentes Sector.  

They have planned activities to carry this through.  
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 still manage to proceed and learn computer after their 
classes at half past four in the afternoon. 
 
 During this time of the year students are busy 
preparing for their exams.  It is anticipated that by the 
months of March to June, when students take a holi-
day, the center will be filled with computer learners.  
These are “computer-months” when instead of staying 
home, they spend time at the computer centers.  
 
 One impressive story is about Maya, a tribal girl 
and a university student from Mymensingh who comes 
regularly.  She is one of those very eager to learn com-
puter skills and English language. 
 
  Maya has been very diligent practicing 

every night.  Her typing skills improved a lot. What is so 

touching is the fact that she doesn’t have a personal 

computer.  What she has is only a worn out computer 

keyboard for her fingers to practice on.    The computer training program in Mymensingh 
is well received by its project beneficiaries. Their per-
severance to learn has been indicative of appreciation 
of the new learning experiences they get at the cen-
ter.  Despite the difficulties in the schedule as most of 
them  attend to their schooling during the day, they  

BANGLADESH:  COMPUTER SKILLS TRAINING ON-GOING 

PAILIN, CAMBODIA:   
LAY MISSIONARY AND MALAYSIAN VOLUNTEER ASSIST  IN ENGLISH TRAINING 

 Pailin Community hosted the working visit by our 
lay Marist missionary Alice Lee and her friend from Ma-
laysia Bernadette Soon Ah Nooi.*  Alice and Bernadette 
have been instrumental in introducing a method for 
teaching English using phonics to help the children and 
young people come to know the sounds of English and 
rapidly begin to read. They assisted the teachers at 
MEC house and the Pastoral Centre to learn this system 
and with the help of Brother Francis  produced  learning 
resources.  
 Alice and Bernadette also helped with the reno-
vation of the MEC house with painting and new notice 
boards. 

 During their stay in Pailin, Alice and Bernadette 
have integrated themselves in the lives of a Cambodian 
family.  Living with the family for a month was an en-
riching experience. 
 With  Bro. Francis taking initiatives of knowing  
the head monk at the local Buddhist Temple at PaHei,  
the Marist Education Center (MEC) now  accommodates 
monks for English and computer classes.   These monks 
were taught English by Alice and Bernadette and they 
gained computer skills with teacher Phally.  

(*Bernadette Soon Ah Nooi is a retired teacher from Kuala Lumpur, 

Malaysia.  She worked as volunteer with our brothers in CN in 2002-
2003) 

Bro. Mark with Maya and Bipol, a Santal Boy. 
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WEST BENGAL, INDIA: MEETINGS, ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION AND RETREAT 

 Last October 2-3, a joint meeting of Community 
Superiors from India and Bangladesh was held at the 
Pastoral Center of the Diocese in Mymensing, Bangla-
desh.  Br. Luis facilitated processes of reflections on 
themes covering the superiors’ hopes and concerns, the 
socio-religious perception of leadership and review of 
community life plan, among others. 
 A celebration of Bro. Paco’s birthday was held in 
advance on the 6th of October, dinner time. Priests from 
nearby parishes came to join the gathering.   
 From October 8th to 12th the community held their 
annual retreat at the Salesian Fathers in Bandel, a place 
famous for its beautiful Marian Basilica,  about 80 km 
from Burdwan.    On the last day of the retreat, a rec-
onciliation rite and renewal of the Brothers’ religious 
vows took place. 
 On 15th of October, the brothers’ community par-

ticipated in the meeting of the different religious groups 

in the Diocese.  About 37 religious at Chetana were rep-

resented in the said event. 

PRESENCE OF COMMUNITY IN PIRGACHA, BANGLADESH 

Bro. Luis with India and Bangladesh community superiors:  Bro. Alex,       
Bro. Mark, Bro. Marti and Bro. Paco 

 The Brother’s presence in Bangladesh has been a 
welcome for the people.  With the approval of visa for 
Bro. George, he can now stay with Bro. Eugenio and be-
come more of a community presence in the mission area 
of Pirgacha.   The warm welcome received by              
Bro. George  is undeniably an expression  of appreciation 
from the Mandi people.  For his part, more time would 
be needed to put in practice Bangla , a language he first 
learned in Kolkota. 
 The community of Mymensingh also benefits oc-

casionally from the presence of our two Brothers in Pir-

gacha.  Their presence is very much appreciated espe-

cially by the candidates.                                                       

 Bro. Hilario arrived in Bangladesh last 27th Octo-

ber for a month-long visit.  After this, he will travel to 

Philippines and be with the postulancy community. 

INTERNATIONAL WORKSHOP ON RESOURCE MOBILIZATION 

ing project resources as well as managing donor rela-
tions.   
  
 The occasion was an opportunity to network 
with leading development NGOs in the countries where 
our Ad Gentes communities are present. 
    
 Both Agnes and Bro. Jose see that the learning 
gains in the workshop are helpful in the planning, de-
velopment and sustainability of Ad Gentes pro-
jects. 

(Bro. Vigilio, Bro. George, Bro. Hilario, Bro. Marti, Bro. Eugenio and Bro. Mark) 

 Last October 25-28, 2011, One Hundred Twenty 
(120) attendees from Twenty Six (26)  different coun-
tries were hosted at the Ambassador Hotel in Bangkok, 
Thailand, for an International Workshop on Resource 
Mobilization (IWRM).  Joining in this event, as live-out 
participants, were lay missionary Agnes Reyes and Bro. 
Jose  Grande. 
 
  Their participation equipped them with the 
knowledge and practical skills in mobilizing and manag-     
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 Liptu is a 15-year old student in our school in Pirgacha.  His 
family is poor and cannot afford to pay 10 dollars a month for him 
to stay at the parish boarding house.  Liptu walks to school and 
returns home walking the distance of 12 Km in the morning and in 
the evening, daily. In the village where he lives, there is no electric-
ity.  Liptu has to study by candle light or oil lamps. 
 
 He came today to my house almost in tears sharing with me 
what his mother said:  “We cannot continue paying for your stud-
ies.  You have to find a job.”  There’s no more money on hand, not 
even 5 dollars per month to pay for schooling. His father left home 
long ago and his mother can’t manage the situation any longer. 
 
 Liptu gets good grades, is smart and can progress in life if he 
finishes his studies. Circumstances, however, threatens his achiev-
ing his dreams.  
 
 Liptu’s story represents the realities of many of our youth in 
Pirgacha.  Our high school has around 700 students.  Out of this 
number, 120 girls and 100 boys stay at our boarding school where 

they pay 7 euro a month for everything (including meals). Last January, the Parish priest had to increase from 5 
euro to 7 in order to defray maintenance costs.  This resulted to a drop-out of 10% of the young people we serve at 
the residential care. They could not afford to pay 2 more euro a month. About 50 to 60 students had quitted 
school due to lack of financial support. 

 
And so I ardently pray:  “Lord, help Liptu and all those whom he stood for:  the youth deprived of education 

due to poverty. May no child be left out in school for lack of 15 dollars a month, please….Lord!” 

 
            -Bro. Eugenio Sanz (Bangladesh) 

 
 Note:  Just two hours after this story was posted in Bro. Eugenio’s blog (http://uwavutse.blogspot.com), generous do-
nors responded in support of Liptu’s education.  Bro. Eugenio extends gratitude to the kindness of Liptu’s benefactors who chose 
to remain anonymous.  

              

SAMUT SAKHON BROTHERS VISIT        

PALAU COMMUNITY 

 
 As part of animating communities, Bro. Ventura, 
the Thailand country coordinator and his community, 
Rafael and Marcos visited Brothers Gilber, Doro and An-
drew of  Palau Community last 23-24th of October.  It 
was an enriching experience of sharing activities in mis-
sion: catechesis, prayer, rosary with the families, and the 
life of the brothers. 
 Prior to the arrival of the visiting brothers to Pa-
lau, Bro. Doro attended a three-day Pastoral Planning at 
the Bishop’s residence in Surathani Diocese on October 
18-20, 2011.  The gathering was meant to formulate a 
Strategic Plan for the Diocese for 2012-2015. The event 
was attended by about 100 participants from different 
religious groups and lay missionaries.  

DAVAO, PHILIPPINES:  NEW CHAPEL FOR 

POSTULANCY COMMUNITY 

 The postulancy community transferred to their 
new home last October 1, 2011.  The new location is 6 
minutes walk to San Pablo Parish Church.  The generos-
ity of the owner allowed the renovation of a room out-
side the main house as the community’s Chapel.  It was 
free of cost for the brothers, and more, it was equipped 
with air-condition.  
 Formation sessions have been going-on with our 
postulants joining other formands  from different con-
gregations.  They also attend music class on regular 
schedule with Sr. Herminia Ponte from the congregation 
of the Presentation of Mary. 


