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From the Provincial’s Desk … 

1 March 2013 

Dear Brothers, 

One Wednesday morning, at breakfast in the 

Provincial House a question was asked of the 

brother who had led community prayers that 

morning. “Do you have devotion to saint 

Joseph?” The query was prompted by the fact 

that he had asked us to join in the prayer to St 

Joseph instead of the usual morning offering.  

Now, Wednesday is 

the traditional day 

of St Joseph. Long 

before I received 

the name Joseph I 

had devotion to 

him in a particular 

way. I grew up in St 

Joseph’s parish in 

Uitenhage and the 

family always sat 

on side of the 

church that housed the statue of St. Joseph. My 

father would often remark, “St Joseph is the 

most neglected saint.” 

As Marist Brothers, we should have a special 

love for this great man who is mentioned twice 

in our constitutions: firstly, in the section 

entitled In Mary’s Footsteps and then in the 

section Communing with the Saints. 

Const. #30. The heart of Mary is revealed to us in 

her Magnificat, where, true to the tradition of the 

"poor of Israel", she puts her trust in the Lord's 

faithfulness. Together with Joseph the carpenter, 

she lives as one of the insignificant people of 

Nazareth. From the Annunciation to Calvary, she 

gives her active consent to every kind of 

detachment asked of her by God. In her company, 

we gradually break loose from our earthly 

attachments, in accordance with the purifying 

purpose of the Lord, who fashions within us a 

heart that is poor. 

Const # 76. As the Founder wished, we honour St 

Joseph, the principal patron of the Institute. He 

teaches us forgetfulness of self in the service of 

others. We ask him to help us share his love for 

Jesus and Mary. 

Allow me to share some thoughts about St 

Joseph and his role in our Marial spirituality. 

During his life, St Joseph practised all the Marist 

virtues. His life is a model to imitate. 

Today we say “Jesus, Mary and Joseph” in this 

order. When Joseph was about in Nazareth 

people would use these names in reverse 

order: “Joseph, Mary and the little one.” Joseph 

was the head of the family: he was the first to 

be mentioned.  

My scrapbook contains 

some thoughts on 

Joseph from a work 

called A Real Man that 

I would like to share 

with you. Regrettably, I 

kept no other details 

about the work.  

“Joseph her husband 

being a just man was 

minded to put her 

away secretly” (Matthew 1:19). 

mailto:provsec@globemw.net
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He was a young Middle-Easterner who was 

looking forward to the day when he and his 

betrothed could live as man and wife. He was 

poor, but that didn’t matter much, because the 

two of them shared a love for each other and a 

devotion to God. He was content to spend his 

days of anticipation making wood products for 

the people of his village. 

But one day some devastating news shattered 

his future: his young lady was pregnant. He 

knew he was not the father, yet he responded 

gallantly. He didn’t desert her. He knew she 

faced a prospect worse than embarrassment – 

public disgrace. So he 

devised a plan to deal 

with the matter 

privately. Before he 

could take action 

though, a messenger 

told him that the 

baby was not the 

worst news of his life; 

it was the best news 

the world had ever 

known. His betrothed would bear the Messiah. 

She was “with child of the Holy Spirit” (Mt 

1:18). He was told to complete the marriage 

and to call the baby “Jesus”. Bravely, Joseph did 

as he was commanded. 

Joseph was a “real man”. He was 

compassionate. He knew the scriptures. He 

loved and obeyed God. 

Looking for a model of a “real man”? Look no 

further than the Nazareth workshop! Looking 

for a model of a “real Marist Brother”? Look no 

further!  

Joseph was a man … 

 who loved God. 

 who was obedient to God 

 who loved Jesus 

 who loved Mary 

 who had a sense of family 

 who was poor 

 who was simple, humble and modest 

 who loved hard work   

 who was present to Jesus and Mary 

 who is the patron of the rights and care 

of children. 

 who is the patron for a happy death. 

 who is the patron of the universal 

church. 

Looking for a model of a “real Marist Brother”? 

Look no further!  

 

Birthday greetings … 

01/03/78  Alex Chimera 

03/03/86 Tererai Gijima 

03/03/91 Raphael Time 

07/03/73 Leonard Brito 

09/03/60 Nicholas Banda 

11/03/73 Emmanuel Mwanalirenji 

13/03/84 José Gemusse 

20/03/74 Francis Jumbe 

25/03/32 James Langlois 
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From our Novitiate in Matola – Admission of Novices 

They have entered into an initiation period or rite of passage: an intensive spiritual journey, 

introducing them to religious life through a rite of passage from death to life. The late Cardinal 

Eduardo Pironio (1920-1998) wrote, “The very purpose of the novitiate demands that a privileged 

place be assigned to contemplation, to doctrinal and spiritual formation, as well as to the practice of 

sincere and open fraternal charity.”  

As Marists, prayer is the pillar of our life both at a personal and community level. John W Martens, 

an American theology professor, writes of the need to encourage a novice to become familiar with 

the Scriptures, especially the New Testament, in order to bring him closer to the person of Christ and 

through regular mental prayer to conform his life to his, so that Christ becomes a friend, counsellor 

and Lord to him. He continues to say that religious who attain a personal love for Christ can more 

easily overcome those moments of crisis that lead others to leave religious life. He further says that 

knowing has to lead to experience. “Knowing the way of Christ, but without applying this to our 

personal life, means that Jesus will remain for us an interesting stranger, but not a friend, a brother, 

the Lord with whom we are willing to share everything, to whom we can entrust ourselves in 

complete confidence, and for whom we are ready to risk our whole life.” We do this by our 30 

minutes of daily meditation and we hope our novices will eventually make a personal commitment 

to this. 

(Brother Simeon Banda, fms, Matola, Mozambique – Abridged Ed.)  

  

Standing: Moffat Phiri (Zambia); Steven Banda (Zambia); Chifundo Nkhoma (Malawi). 

Squatting: Stephen Muleba (Zambia); Steven Chinsolo (Malawi) 

Admission of first-year novices, Matola, 16 February 2013 
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From our “Second Novitiate” in Manziana – Mid-Life Renewal 

 

South African Marist students interact with poor children and their 

families 

Five years ago, three St Henry’s Marist College 

alumni travelled to the Sundays River Valley, 

in the Eastern Cape, to help run a summer 

camp organised by the Marist Brothers and 

Sisters of Mercy. Since then we have 

interacted with hundreds of children from the 

formal and informal settlements in the Addo 

area teaching them sport, computer skills, 

cooking, arts and crafts as well as many other 

activities. 

The Marist Brothers and Sisters of Mercy are 

actively involved in the area, helping the poor 

and local schools by providing support where 

needed. Many families are extremely sick and 

starving. There are child-headed households, 

orphans and children who are abused and 

often not cared for. The Brothers and Sisters 

try their hardest to help the people in this 

community, but one can only do so much in 

an area with so many poor people.  

Over the years, now increased in numbers by 

other St Henry’s alumni, we have been 

promoting the work of the Marist Brothers 

and Sisters of Mercy in the Sundays River 

Valley, where we can. We have organised and 
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acquired sponsorships and donations from 

companies and schools in South Africa, while 

we have been studying for our respective 

degrees. Every year, we try to improve on 

what we achieved the previous year.  

At the end of 2012 assistance was given by 

many, but especially St Henry’s Marist College 

(Durban) and St Joseph’s Marist College (Cape 

Town). St Henry’s donated over 200 pairs of 

socks and sporting equipment, while St 

Joseph’s donated over 300 pairs of shoes and 

100 Christmas presents which Ram Hand to 

Hand Couriers transported for us, at no 

charge.  

It is impossible to describe the expression on 

a child’s face when you put a brand new shoe 

on their foot, especially when that child has 

never even worn a shoe before. Giving 

children presents for Christmas, knowing that 

they will not receive anything else, is a very 

humbling experience. It is with great sadness 

that we never, and will never, have enough 

presents, food or clothing to give to all of 

these families. That is the reality, there are 

too many poor.  

We are so grateful for the work of the Marist 

Brothers and Sisters of Mercy, all over the 

world but especially in the Sundays River 

Valley. Thanks to them, we have been able to 

participate in touching the lives of hundreds, 

if not thousands, of children.  

Record numbers attended the summer camp 

last December (2012), again held in Langbos 

informal settlement. 

We are always proud  

to say that all who  

attended were able to  

play, have fun and hopefully forget, for a few 

hours, their hardships.  

Although death is a regular occurrence in the 

Addo area, we were deeply saddened to hear 

of a little girl, Jo-Anne (indicated by an arrow 

in the picture), with such a bright future, who 

unexpectedly died from meningitis at the age 

of six, on 29th December. We had known her 

since she was two. She had been with us from 

the beginning of our adventures in Addo. Her 

smile will never be forgotten.  

We would like to thank all who have helped 

the Sisters of Mercy and Marist Brothers but 

would like to specifically mention St Henry’s 

Marist College, St Joseph’s Marist College and 

Ram Hand to Hand Couriers.  

Jo-Anne, and others like her, is the reason 

why we continue our work. Although we 

could not save her, there are still hundreds of 

other children to whom we can give hope.  

Jason Grieve (Head Boy -Class 2007) 

Adam Watson (Class 2007) 

Leroy Sibisi (Class 2007) 

Matthew Woods (Deputy Head Boy-Class 2010) 

Patrice Madurai (Head Girl-Class 2010) 

Acknowledgements to www.champagnat.org 

 

 

  

Some children with volunteers - three from the 
locality and five from St Henry’s Marist College 

In so far as you did this  

to one of the least of these,  

you did it to me. 

Matthew 25:40 

http://www.champagnat.org/
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Marist Spiritual Patrimony – Letter from Br Spiridion Ndanga to the 

Brothers of Africa and Madagascar 

14 February 2012 

Dear Brothers, 

Greetings from MIC - Nairobi where we have 

just celebrated the closure of MIC Jubilee 

Year. 

In this letter I would like to entertain you with 

ideas on a centre for Marist Spirituality and 

Mission in Africa, and the importance of 

Marist Spiritual Patrimony in our Marist life. 

Centre for Marist Spirituality & Mission 

You might have heard about 

the Centre for Marist 

Spirituality and Mission to 

be created in MIC. If you are 

not aware, let me now raise 

your awareness. 

Centres for Marist Spirituality and Mission 

exist in other continents (e.g. CEPAM Mexico; 

l’Hermitage, France; Les Avellanes, Spain; The 

Hermitage, Australia), but nothing of the kind 

exists on the African Continent. Marist Africa 

has come of age. It should be able to take care 

of its members as regard to their renewal in 

Marist Spirituality and Charism. 

Thus, in February 2009, a proposal of creating 

a Marist Patrimony Centre in MIC was made 

by the General Council through Br. Theoneste 

Kalisa, General Councillor at that time. The 

Conference of Superiors of the African 

Continent (CSAC) welcomed the idea. Before 

the above proposal, from February to June 

2008, a course on Marist Patrimony had been 

organized in Rome for Marist Brothers from 

all over the Institute. Six Brothers from the 

five Administrative Units in Africa took part in 

that course in Rome: Brothers Elias Iwu and 

Benedict Umoh from of Nigeria; Br. Vincent de 

Paul Kouassi, from District of West-Africa; Br. 

Pierre-Joseph Rasolomanana, from 

Madagascar; Br. Auxensio Dickson from the 

Province of Southern Africa, and Br. Henri 

Bashizi, from the Province of Africa Central-

East.  

At the wish of the CSAC, from 28 June to 02 

July 2010, the African graduates of the 2008 

Patrimony Course and Br. Michael Green from 

Australia, director of the 2008 course in 

Rome, met in MIC to decide the steps forward 

for Marist Patrimony in Africa. A number of 

recommendations were made to the CSAC, 

among others, the establishment of: 

1. A Centre for Marist Spirituality and 

Mission, at MIC, by 2012. 

2. A Patrimony Commission in each 

Administrative Unit (AU). 

3. An African Patrimony Commission, 

drawing together Brothers with training in 

Marist Spiritual Patrimony, from each AU. 

In its budget meeting, 30 August – 3 

September 2010, the CSAC approved the 

recommendations made by the African 

graduates of the 2008 Patrimony Course. Thus 

an AU Patrimony Commission is to be 

established.  

A Brother in each AU is to be 

given some time-allowance 

to plan, coordinate and 

participate in activities 

associated with Marist 

Spiritual Patrimony. 

A Centre for Marist Spirituality and Mission is 

to be established at MIC, by August 2012. 

The Centre would be a focus and resource for 

the study and development of Marist 

Spirituality, and help to prepare Marists (both 

Brothers and Lay) for Marist Mission. 

The Director for this Centre would be Br. 

Spiridion Ndanga, “resident – full time”. His 
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mandate would be from January 2012, for 3 

years. 

Assistant-Director: Br. Vincent de Paul 

Kouassi, “not-resident full time’’ 

The director and his assistant would: 

 Establish and organize the Centre in its 

initial years 

 Develop and coordinate 

with others the programs and 

offerings, both at MIC and 

across Africa 

 Deliver and facilitate programs, 

workshops, courses, seminars, retreats 

both at MIC and across Africa, especially 

in formation houses. 

Importance of Marist Spiritual 

Patrimony in our Marist Life 

During a chat, a Brother asked me: “What will 

your mission be as the director of the Centre 

for Marist Spirituality and Mission?” and 

“Why should we focus on the past instead of 

planning for the future?” 

With these two questions, I felt the need to 

explain the importance of the Marist Spiritual 

Patrimony in our Marist Life. 

First of all, my mission, as the director of the 

Centre for Marist Spirituality and Mission, is 

explained above in the director’s duties. 

But why should we study Marist Spiritual 

Patrimony? 

The second Vatican Council, in its “Decree on 

Renewal of Religious Life” urged Religious 

Institutes to renew their rules and customs, to 

adapt them to the new doctrine of the Church 

as Vatican II refreshed it. There was a need to 

go back to the origins, to find the spirit of the 

founder and to incarnate it in the present 

time. It was therefore necessary to study the 

history, the rules to be suitably reedited 

and, obsolete laws to be suppressed. (Cf. 

Perfectae Caritatis # 2-3) 

Our Constitutions also urge us to know the 

Founder and to be his faithful followers: 

“Since we are his followers and his sons, we 

express our affectionate reverence for Fr. 

Champagnat by our love and by our 

confidence in his intercession. We study his 

life in order to understand his mind and heart, 

and to steep ourselves in his spirit” (C 75). 

A number of Brothers engaged in research 

and their studies revealed other features of St 

Marcellin than what is in “The Life of the 

Founder” by Jean-Baptiste Furet, his first 

biographer. 

The study of the geographical and historical 

background helped the Brothers to 

understand the facts told in the life of the 

Founder. Other biographies of the founder 

and theses have been written. In a particular 

way, the letters of the Founder reveal the 

Founder’s inside: his love for the Brothers, his 

trust in God, his confidence in Mary, his 

humility, his love of the will of God… 

As a consequence of the above statements, 

we need to study our Marist Patrimony if we 

want to live our vocation to the full. 

There are Marist Brothers who are orphans. 

They do not have a Father, as they do not 

have any relationship with their Founder. For 

much time in the past, the life of the Founder 

was not well taught in formation houses. It is 

not enough to tell the postulants and novices 

to read the life of the Founder and to make a 

summary of the chapters. An introduction to 

the life of the Founder is crucial for the 

understanding of the book. There is a need of 

understanding the historical, geographical and 

social background, the spiritual influences 
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that shaped his spirituality. These will be 

provided through Marist Patrimony Course. 

The last General Chapters of the Institute had, 

as one of the topics to be studied during the 

General Chapter, the identity of the Marist 

Brother. Attached to the topic of Identity is 

the Spirituality. When some Marist Brothers 

look for a model for their life, they turn to 

Jesuit spirituality, to the Carmelite spirituality, 

to Chiara Lubich spirituality, forgetting that 

we have a very strong spirituality, as Brother 

Alfano used to say: “le pain de chez nous” 

(“the bread made in our home”). And we are 

lucky that we have now “Water from the 

Rock” as a synthesis of our Marist Spirituality 

today. 

Thus, it is of the greatest importance to study 

Marist Patrimony in order to quench our thirst 

for spirituality. 

If your Provincial offers you an opportunity to 

study Marist Patrimony Course, thank him 

and use all your energy to steep yourself in 

the spirit of the Founder. 

This was to give you a foretaste of what the 

Centre for Marist Spirituality and Mission can 

offer you for the growth in your vocation and 

for your fulfillment as Champagnat’s disciple. 

Brother Spiridion Ndanga, fms 

Email: spindanga@yahoo.fr  

 

 Our Brothers who are ill, particularly Brother 

Vincent Chunga currently receiving chemotherapy. 

 Our family members and their intentions, 

particularly those who need special attention. 

 The recently deceased and those who are 

bereaved. 

 Justice and peace in Africa and particularly in 

our Province. 

 

 

  - YOUR REPORTS on recent events are welcome. Please don’t make them 

too long. About one page of text (400 to 600 words) plus two or three 

photos would be ideal. 

- RELIGIOUS CALENDAR The current format of the “Mortuary List” arose 

out of a desire to provide some details about each Brother, especially his 

links to the Province. Any suggestions for improving the manner of 

remembering our dead are welcome. 

- ADDRESS BOOK Several new and changed e-mails have been inserted 

recently. If you would like a copy, write to provsec@globemw.net.  

- . 

mailto:spindanga@yahoo.fr
mailto:provsec@globemw.net
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SPECIAL PATRONS OF THE BROTHERHOOD

Saint Joseph 

Joseph is honoured under two titles: “Joseph the Worker” (May 1) and 

“Joseph, Husband of Mary” (March 19). Earthly spouse of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary and foster and adoptive father of Jesus. Sacred scripture says 

little of him. In fact, it does not record even one word spoken by Joseph, 

the carpenter of Nazareth. And yet, even without words, he shows the 

depth of his faith, and his greatness. St. Joseph has always been the 

primary role model for the Brother’s vocation. He epitomises the balance 

between the active and the contemplative life, and he is the exemplar of 

selfless service and nurturance. 

 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT 

The Ship of Friendship 

A sailing ship on a long voyage was wrecked 

during a storm at sea and only two of the men 

on it were able to swim to a small, desert-like 

island. 

The two survivors who had been good friends, 

not knowing what else to do, agreed that they 

had no other recourse but to pray to God. 

However, to find out whose prayer was more 

powerful, they agreed to divide the territory 

between them and stay on opposite sides of 

the island. 

The first thing they prayed for was food. The 

next morning, the first man saw a fruit-bearing 

tree on his side of the land, and he was able to 

eat its fruit. The other man’s parcel of land 

remained barren. 

After a week, the first man was lonely and he 

decided to pray for a wife. The next day, 

another ship was wrecked, and the only 

survivor was a woman who swam to his side of 

the land. On the other side of the island, there 

was nothing. 

Soon the first man prayed for a house, clothes, 

more food. The next day, like magic, all of these 

were given to him. However, the second man 

still had nothing. 

Finally, the first man prayed for a ship, so that 

he and his wife could leave the island. In the 

morning, he found a ship docked at his side of 

the island. The first man boarded the ship with 

his wife and decided to leave the second man 

on the island. 

He considered the other man unworthy to 

receive God’s blessings, since none of his 

prayers had been answered. 

As the ship was about to leave, the first man 

heard a voice from heaven booming, “Why are 

you leaving your companion on the island?” 

“My blessings are mine alone, since I was the 

one who prayed for them,” the first man 

answered. “His prayers were all unanswered 

and so he does not deserve anything.” 

“You are mistaken!” the voice rebuked him. 

“He had only one prayer, which I answered. If 
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not for that, you would not have received any 

of my blessings.” 

“Tell me,” the first man asked the voice, “What 

did he pray for that I should owe him 

anything?” 

 “He prayed that all your prayers be answered.“ 

Moral: For all we know, our blessings are not 

the fruits of our prayers alone, but those of 

another praying for us. Value your friends; 

don’t leave your loved ones behind. 

 

 

 

Provincial’s Calendar 

 

1 -4 Lilongwe, Malawi 

5 Fly to Johannesburg, RSA 

6 Johannesburg, RSA 

7 - 9 Manhiça, Moçambique 

10 Travel to Novitiate at Matola 

11 - 15 Teach Mariology at Novitiate 

16 Fly to Johannesburg, RSA 

18 Fly to Lilongwe 

19 - 21 Lilongwe, Malawi 

22 - 23 Provincial Council, Lilongwe 

24 – 28 Lilongwe, Malawi 

29 - 31 Easter Weekend, Lilongwe 
  

APRIL 

1 - 5 Visit Postulants, Mtendere 

8 - 12 Lilongwe, Malawi 

13  Fly to Johannesburg 

15 - 17 Cape Town, RSA 

18 - 21 Uitenhage,  RSA 

22 Fly to Lusaka. 

22 - 30 Workshop Rights of Children, Lusaka  
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STOP PRESS! 27 February – from www.champagnat.org  

ALEPPO, Syria -  3 February 

Friday 1 February 2013. It is midday. Gunfire 

continues to occupy a good place in our 

everyday life. Aleppo lived the month of 

January in the most dramatic of situations, 

especially on the human level : the rarity and 

rise in price of supplies essential to everyday 

life or survival : bread, medicines, fuel, petrol, 

electricity etc. 

The human dramas with which we, « the Marist 

Blues », are daily confronted are terrible. The 

displaced grow in number and need. The little 

people, poor and miserable, without resources 

and without work, come to us begging to help 

them find a little work. Many have set up a 

« Basta », a little stall out in the street to sell 

anything at all : biscuits, cigarettes, fruit and 

vegetables, etc. Elias, for example, has as 

capital 2,000 Syrian pounds (20 euros). He and 

his son Hanna (7 years old), are there all day in 

front of the « Basta » to sell biscuits, at 5 Syrian 

pounds a packet. Hassan, father of a family, 

displaced, without work, spends all night in 

front of the bakery in order to buy a few kilos of 

bread which he will resell at a slightly higher 

price. This little enterprise will allow him to 

supply the basic needs of the 7 members of his 

family. 

I think of the children selling petrol, and this 

adolescent girl who has set herself up in a 

street used by thousands of pedestrians. Her 

hands serve as her stall ; she has there a packet 

of biscuits she is selling. 

I think of the youth… There are those who have 

left the country, with or without their parents, 

but there are also all those who have stayed : 

the university students who want to finish their 

studies in order to plan a future, and those who 

are without work. So, what words of hope can 

help them continue on their way ? sometimes, 

there is only silence and listening… 

These same young people have been shocked 

by the attack made on the University of Aleppo 

on the first day of the term exams and which 

caused the deaths of so many students who, in 

the face of all opposition, are clinging on to an 

uncertain future. 

The city is 

becoming more 

and more a city of 

ghosts. After 4 

pm, without 

electricity and 

with few passersby, the city is abandoned to 

itself, to fighting, to various barrages… One 

would say a city abandoned to its fate, its 

« Maktoub ». 

Aleppo is more and more isolated and 

asphyxiated. The international airport remains 

closed. The unique possibility of travel is the 

land route with all that that represents as 

danger for the life of the travellers. For these 

travellers and their families, the day of travel is 

a day of anguish and uncertainty. Especially on 

the stretch closest to Aleppo where the 

telecommunications have been cut and the 

roadblocks of the different  factions are 

multiplying. 

Against this dark background of Aleppo’s 

reality, we continue our action of solidarity : 

We have increased the weekly portion of 

essential everday food supplies for the 

displaced families and have added wood for 

heating. In fact, the cold of January 2013 was so 

http://www.champagnat.org/
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biting that the displaced were burning anything 

they could lay their hands on to warm 

themselves : cardboard, plastic, wood, rags, old 

clothes, sometimes at the risk of asphyxia. 

Under the same  conditions, the children cling 

to life. They took the opportunity of a day of 

snow to express their joy and love of play in 

making their snowmen ! And in the light of 

candles, they have been assiduous to the study 

hours our volunteers assure them. 

Some of the young people displaced are 

preparing for their official exams for the school 

leaving certificate and the diploma. This was for 

us an opportunity to enroll them in fee paying 

private courses not far from the lodging centres 

where they are. 

To the monthly distribution of the « Mountain 

Basket » (300 families take advantage of it), we 

added for Christmas some cheese and meat. 

And we were able to distribute, to the great 

happiness of all the families, bottles of gas for 

cooking and heating water. 

And today,3 February 2013, was a very special 

day. A day of meeting and festivity. A day of 

sharing and listening. A day of distribution and 

joy. The media did not come to film and 

document the event. The TV will not mention it 

either. But it was a significant day and event for 

more than 370 families. Very full and heavy 

parcels... All these families have also received a 

special help to obtain heating for themselves… 

But above all, the warmth of the welcome, the 

meeting, the sharing. One takes one’s time, 

talks, says a word, leaves a trace… Somewhere, 

in the open street or in the basement, one does 

not do charity. We, the Marist Blues, we are in 

solidarity. But the  Marist Blues are not only the 

residents in Aleppo but a whole network of 

friends, laity and brothers, whether born in 

Aleppo or not, all engaged in the same spirit of 

simplicity and audacity to go to a new land, the 

land of the other, the most deprived, the most 

poor, the unemployed, the desperate, the 

worried, the sad… 

So then this evening, Mary, our Good Mother, I 

confide to you all these faces, all these hands 

and hearts, all those who form war’s other face. 

A face of love and hope. I confide them to you, 

name by name, face by face,  person by 

person… In following in your steps, O Mary, we 

continue the journey, hastening to bring more 

light into the dark night of the everyday lives of 

all these families. I confide to you also the 

displaced, those families we will meet 

tomorrow and who are expecting us, not simply 

for the weekly distribution but for all that this 

distribution represents of solidarity beyond 

every frontier. 

Mary, for each of the benefactors and the 

volunteers, for all these hearts that know no 

bounds, I say to you THANK YOU. 

___________Br Georges Sabe,fms - For the 

« Marist Blues »  

See more at: 

http://champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=2703#

sthash.Ru1ZYPl0.dpuf 

 

http://champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=2703#sthash.Ru1ZYPl0.dpuf
http://champagnat.org/400.php?a=6&n=2703#sthash.Ru1ZYPl0.dpuf

