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EDITORIAL

Starting this year, the Amihan Newsletter has new mem-
bers in the editorial board. Br. Manuel V. de Leon, FMS, 
the Provincial of the East Asia Province has appointed 
Br. Ernie G. Sentina, Br. Demosthenes A. Calabria, Br. 

Vincent J. Celeste, Ms. Gelyn S. Niňofranco and Br. John Y. Tan 
as the consultant/adviser. 

As we all know, Br. Ted Fernandez, FMS, a dedicated Amihan 
editor for the past few years has done an excellent job for the 
publication of the Philippine Sector Newsletter. He requested 
to be relieved from his responsibility due to his distant assign-
ment. Thanks Br. Ted for the time and commitment you have 
extended for the past years. 

The East Asia Province is blessed with “strong, effective leader-
ship, many young and vibrant brothers” according to the letter 
addressed to the Brothers by Brothers John Klein and Michael 
De Waas, the General Councillors who visited the East Asia 
Province last summer. Indeed, the Philippines Sector shared 
these blessings especially in the vocation ministry as Br. Vince 
Celeste committed his whole life to God and 9 young men pro-
claimed as postulants last August 18 and September 12 respec-
tively.

Our sincerest thanks to all our Amihan correspondents, con-
tributors and all those who helped in the publication of this 
issue, June to December 2012.  ###
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MESSAGE FROM THE BROTHER PROVINCIAL
Br. Manuel V. de Leon, FMS

Nobody can give us a meaningful life except 
ourselves. We carry it like a bud. It involves 
developing our own potentials in the best 
possible way. It is striking a happy balance 

between self-love and altruism.

In Shakespeare’s play Hamlet Act 1, Scene 3, Pelonios 
giving advice to his son Laertes who was in a hurry to 
get to the next boat to Paris, said:

 “To thine own self be true,
 And it doth follow, as the night the day.
 Thou cans’t not then be false to any man.
 Farewell, my blessing season this in thee.” 

And Laertes responded:

 “Most humbly do I take my leave my Lord.”

Pelonios was simply stating that living in “falsehood to 
self” can be destructive and detrimental to one’s im-
age. Take care of one’s self and that way, you’ll be in a 
position to take care of others.

Many of us who have embraced religious life ask, 
“What is the point of making the vows or living a con-
secrated life as religious when there are so many ur-
gent needs that can easily be responded to without 
necessarily assuming the particular commitments of 
the consecrated life?  Am I not wasting my human en-
ergies which can be put to better use if only I don’t 
have a Religious Superior to ask permission from? Will 
I be more free to act if I don’t have a community to 
take into consideration?

These questions are asked more frequently in our day 
as a consequence of the utilitarian and technocratic 
culture that we have.

But these questions are not really new.  Martha com-

plained about Mary 
wasting the costly oint-
ment on Jesus’ feet and 
wiping them with her 
hair.  Judas also made 
the same commentary 
that the money could 
have been used for the 
needs of the poor. But 
what did Jesus say?  
“Let her alone.”

The temptation can easily be stated this way:  Could I 
not spend my life more efficiently and reasonably if I 
had not joined religious life? The nature of the temp-
tation can be the same as that of Jesus when he was 
tempted by the devil in the desert.

The only justification and tenable reason for doing 
such a commitment is  taken from VITA CONSECRATA, 
“for those given the priceless gift of finding and follow-
ing Jesus more closely is that he/she can love the Lord 
with undivided heart. This is to love the Lord with one’s 
whole life and not merely doing certain actions or per-
forming activities.”

The invitation is for us to devote our lives totally to God 
and to others for the love of God. It is an unbounded 
generosity and love in the midst of a modern day world 
undergoing secularization. Otherwise, without the 
concrete sign, the world will grow cold and the “salt” 
of faith would lose its savor.

Recently, we have experienced the wrath of Typhoon 
Pablo that caused the death of hundreds of poor peo-
ple and destroyed billions of pesos worth of proper-
ties. Poor people are now depending on relief goods 
to survive while others go hungry because there is no 
enough supply of food coming.  
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What is inspiring is that people never lose hope be-
cause of the presence of the Church and of the people 
who offered their lives for God and others.  As Fr. Dar-
wey Clark, parish priest of Lambajon, Baganga, Davao 
Oriental said, “They may have lost their homes and ev-
erything, but they don’t have to lose their faith.”

Ordinary and simple people can easily anchor their 
lives in their faith in God.  Even amidst tragedies, lost of 
loved ones and properties, they are able to transcend 
their physical and material needs to something spiri-
tual.

In contrast, the normal life in religious communities 
where lack of food and security is never an issue. It 
is the seeing of things from different perspective and 
doing things differently compounded by lack of sensi-
tivity and egoism that contribute to misunderstanding 
among members.  Because of the tension, some mem-
bers become aggressive and confrontational. Others 
simply withdraw and remain apathetic.  Some try to 
help the situation by playing the role of a peacemak-
er. Others continue to put more fuel to the fire hoping 
that people come to their senses and talk over their 
differences.
I have been a Marist Brother for 37 years and exposed 
to the realities of community living that I can say with 
absolute certainty that our life is far from perfect.  
There is a lot of healing that need to take place. The 
“light”does flicker sometimes amidst distrust and con-
tempt.  But we cannot lose hope. We need to contin-

ue to love and to trust one another. Our Constitutions 
say it clearly: “FREE OUR HEARTS FROM ANY RESENT-
MENT. In this way, our community becomes a place of 
friendship, of life shared, where the human qualities 
and the spiritual gifts of each Brother can flourish.”

And in all these years,   I’ve learned five things that 
help me cope with the ups and downs of living reli-
gious life. Others may not necessarily agree with me.

First, I try to be true to myself for I cannot continue to 
live my life according to the expectations of others.  

Second, I cannot change people unless they change 
themselves.  Thus, I don’t expect mush lest I be disap-
pointed. I can only pray and ask God to do His job.

Third, I try to get interested in the life and work of oth-
ers but not to the point of interfering with their per-
sonal and private lives.  

Fourth, I am not perfect and I am not a “super human 
being”.  I need others to help me get to where I want to 
be. I am always grateful to those who have been part 
of my journey especially those who consider me a bur-
den and heavy load to carry.

Fifth, I do my share of making a difference to make this 
world a better place.  But there is only 24 hours a day 
and 7 days a week.  It is best that these hours and days 
at my disposal are put to good use. That means to say, I 
need to eat, to play, to sleep, to make friends, to laugh, 
to read, to plant a tree, to serve others, to create, to 
share, to pray and to love. With these, I don’t feel be-
ing enslaved and I use my freedom more responsibly.

Blessed Christmas and a Prosperous New Year to 
everyone!!!   ###

“The aim of our service of evangelization is the 
formation of true disciples of Jesus Christ. We do 
this especially by the witness of our lives and by 
our ability to listen to, and to engage in dialogue 

with the people we meet.” 
- Art 86, FMS Constitutions and Statutes.
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COTABATO COMMUNITY
Br. Dominador A. Santiago, FMS

THE COOL AIR OF DECEMBER HAS COME
The cool air of December has finally arrived.  It is a welcome 
respite from warm temperatures that we have had the past 
months.  

Community Happenings

During the last week of May, as Br. Ador  bid 
adieu to Brothers Niňo  Suarez and Job,  he 
also welcomed two young Brothers in Co-
tabato Community.  Br. Albert Muñoz who 

arrived from Marikina and Br. Nelson Beltran who just 
graduated from Notre Dame of Marbel University.

On the first week of June we had our community rec-
ollection in Davao City.  We shared about our family 
history, our personal life plan, and we discussed our 
Community Life Plan.  

Our missionary novice Rafael Barnuevo arrived on July 
2.  We had our community outing in General Santos 
City on July 12 and it coincided with one of Br. Ador’s 
meetings in Lagao. After Br. Ador’s meeting we had a 
meal at one of the barbecue stalls at Tiongson street 
and we proceeded to Robinson’s mall to watch a mov-
ie.

In October, three brothers from MAPAC visited the 
community and stayed for two days.  Brothers Rusti-
co, Filipo and Simon arrived in the morning of Octo-
ber 13 and left in October 15. On the second night of 

their stay the community brought the visitors to Ali-
baba restaurant.  We had barbecued fish, fried chick-
en and goat stew.  The food was excellent, while the 
companionship was marvelous.  We had four visitors 
last October 21.  Brothers Javier Espinosa and Teofilo 
Minga from Rome, Ana Sarrate from Pamplona, and 
Agnes Reyes from Marbel, visited the CMMF members 
of Notre Dame of Cotabato.  The visitors shared their 
experiences with other CMMF communities around 
the world and the new developments in the vocation 
of a Marist Lay.

In November 13, Brothers Cesar Rojas and Chris Wills 
from Rome visited the school and our novitiate in 
Tamontaka.  They spent a night with us and was taken 
the following day to Dadiangas by Br. Ador. 

The last week of November greeted us with wonderful 
news.  Brother Nelson Beltran and our Physical Edu-
cation teacher Mr. Elmer Aranas passed the Licensure 
Examination for teachers.  Our faculty and staff liter-
ally and figuratively leapt for joy when they heard the 
news.

The Brothers
Br. Albert. NDC communi-
ty is my second assignment 
in active apostolate after my 
MAPAC years. It was on April 
of 2009 when I first arrived 
at NDC community with Bros. 
Ador and Armando.  I could still 
remember that the three of us 
were called “3A’s” because all 
of our names started with let-
ter “A”.  Anyway, regarding my 

apostolate, I was an adviser of one of the second year 
sections and a Values Education teacher. That was my 
adjustment period since I was teaching elementary in 
Marist School in Marikina before I was transferred to 
Cotabato. However, I just stayed for one year at NDC 
and then I was re-assigned to Jolo community.
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After two years, I came back at NDC. There were no big 
changes in the school. Br. Ador is still in the communi-
ty and the teachers are still intact. However, there are 
some few changes in my life. At this time, I am a per-
petually professed brother, bursar in the community, 
adviser of one of the first year sections, values educa-
tion III teacher in night shift, and MAPEH 1 teacher in 
regular class. These are some changes that challenged 
me to integrate and balance in my life as a religious. 

Anyhow, I am enjoying my life this year for many rea-
sons. First, I fulfill my dream of teaching MAPEH in 
school. When I was still in elementary and high school, 
I was a sports enthusiast. I really loved to play all kinds 
of sports. Therefore, I said to myself that one day, I 
would like to become a MAPEH teacher who is good in 
motivating and challenging the students to push their 
limits in physical, artistic, and musical prowess. The 
second reason for my joy is having a wonderful com-
munity life. Trust and respect are established among 
us and observed in our day-to-day life in the commu-
nity. Eventually, this makes life fruitful and enjoyable. 
Third, I enjoy the camaraderie of the young, prayer-
ful, committed, energetic and talented Brothers in my 
community, namely Bros. Ador and Nelson. I enjoy be-
ing challenged by Ador to exhaust my energy just to 
be able to beat him in Tennis. Unfortunately, I almost 
always fail. Well, to break even, maybe I’ll just invite 
him to play badminton, or I would just wait when he 
gets old “Hahaha…” And there are many more reasons 
for enjoying life. 

Overall, I thank God for all the blessings in our commu-
nity and for keeping us healthy and vibrant. Cheers to 
good life!

Br. Nelson. I arrived at Notre Dame of Cotabato last 
May 10, 2012. Although full of anxiety, still I was pos-
itive that I would be able to carry and share the mes-
sage of St. Padre Pio - Hope, Pray, and Don’t Worry - 
which I’m quite sure would make me stronger. 

When classes started I was assigned to teach Grade 7 
Values Education and  the class adviser of St. Berna-

dette in the Afternoon Shift 
Program. Every weekend I at-
tended the review at Notre 
Dame University to prepare 
myself for the Licensure Exam-
ination for Teachers that was 
given last September 30, 2012 
in Davao. Thanks to all the 
Brothers who supported and 
believed in me because in the 
end I made it.

I am also a staff at the Campus Ministry with the ener-
getic leadership of Mrs. Cheryl G. Biare as the CM Co-
ordinator. During the first and second quarter I assisted 
her in giving recollections to the NDC students. Every 
month we took turns in facilitating the Faculty Mainte-
nance Staff Association (FMSA) meeting and we were 
assigned in the liturgy committee. Every week we con-
ducted a class mass for the catholic students while at 
the same time giving them the orientation in the New 
Translation of the Roman Missal.

Br. Ador. Br. Dom or Br. 
Ador as his friends call 
him has been the com-
munity superior for four 
years and school director 
of Notre Dame of Cotaba-
to for three years.  He has 
been in and out of the 
community recently be-
cause of his attendance 
to meetings, conferences, 
and courses.  The import-
ant ones were the school 
board, superiors’ group, Marist Development Fund In-
corporated, and Marian Hills meetings, and his atten-
dance to the K to 12 seminars and the Inter-congrega-
tional program held at La Salle General house in Rome 
from September 2 to September 29.   The theme of 
the program was “All Brothers”.  He facilitated the  ed-
ucational fieldtrip and benchmarking of all the teach-
ers and staff of the school from October 24 -30, 2012 
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in Tagaytay, Subic, Baguio, and Manila. Br Ador loves 
sports. When he was young, basketball was his pas-
sion.  When he reached the middle age, he shifted to 
tennis.  We will see what happens when he retires.

With The Lay  
At the beginning of the school year we invited our 
teachers to join us in our community prayers.  Ms. 
Evangeline Cadeliňa, Ms. Irene Sison, and Roberto Es-
pina decided to be with us in our morning prayer every 
Monday and Wednesday.  They also have joined us for 
breakfast during those days.  Their sharing during our 
prayers and meals enriched our community life.

The Brothers have joined the prayer meetings and 
gatherings of the CMMF.  In the first week of June a 
meeting was called to discuss what possible activities 
the group can have. Many activities were mentioned 
and among them were sacred time, feeding program, 
and birthday celebrations. We have attended the sa-
cred time and the birthday celebrations but we are 

still waiting for the feeding program to commence.  A 
CMMF core group meeting was held in Dadiangas last 
November 24.  Ms. Irene Sison and Br. Albert Muñoz 
represented the CMMF Cotabato chapter.

We thank the Lord for all the blessing that we have re-
ceived this year. December is nigh.  Please allow our 
community to greet you a Merry, Merry Christmas and 
a Prosperous New Year.  ###

DADIANGAS COMMUNITY
A TRIP TO THE LOCAL HERMITAGE
Br. Job G. Tumacas, FMS

Magandang GenSan! Welcome to the 
Tuna Capital of the Philippines, General 
Santos City. It is situated in Region XII 
or Southern Mindanao, at the south-

ernmost tip of the archipelago. Bilingualism is very 
common in the area. Cebuano is widely spoken; many 
people speak an extra dialect or two. Most people 
are also conversant in English, the official medium of 
school instructions and business communications. Re-
ligious freedom is recognized in this southern region. 
In this city, seventy percent (70%) of the population 
are Roman Catholics. You can also find in this city the 
only Catholic University, the Notre Dame of Dadiangas 
University.  Within the university main campus, there 
are six (6) Marist Brothers who settled in a community 
that you and I may call “The Local Hermitage.”

Let’s travel together as we explore “The Local Hermit-
age” of Dadiangas Community.  It’s my pleasure to be 
your tour guide today. I am Br. Job G. Tumacas, FMS or 
you can call me “Job” for short . . . hehe. .My friends 
usually describe me as a “LOL – Lovable Outgoing Lad”. 
Haha. .  Others are teasing me as someone who is 
“born to be wild”, a phrase that I would always react, 
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but most of the time, my being, my ways would show 
me as a person who is passionate in spreading the mis-
sion.  I am teaching CLE classes, an adviser of LC 8 and 
a Community Extension Service Coordinator of NDDU 
– IBED Espina Campus.

By the way, we are riding in a school van going to our 
destination and we are privileged to have our driver Br. 
Niño M. Pizarro, FMS, the Community Superior and the 
new NDDU – IBED Espina Campus Principal. Presently, 
he gives attention to the PAASCU recommendation-
swhich he sets as a guide in setting up structures and 
innovations to the school. Br. Niño is a kind Brother 
and is quite athletic. As a Superior of the community, 
he sees to it that the brothers are updated with the 
information from the province. As a principal, he works 
assiduously and collaboratively with the teachers for 
the good of the school. Allow me to say this quote 
from the students, “Bagong Pinuno, Bagong Pag-asa” 
that describes him as a Superior and as a Principal.

So I guess everyone is now ready and excited. Have fun 
and enjoy our expedition going to Dadiangas Commu-
nity.

Our community is settled in the heart of the city where 
you could hear the noise of the passing vehicles (espe-
cially motorcycles and tricycles), blasting sounds from 
parties and celebrations from neighboring boarding 
houses, and occasional vulgarities from bystanders 
along the street.

Welcome to the Dadiangas Community, a community 

that is passionately centered in Christ. Like the first 
brothers in Hermitage, we live in the spirit of Marcel-
lin. In this house, a lot of experiences and learnings 
happen among the brothers: Br. Niño - the superior of 
the house, Br. John - the treasurer, Br. Bob - the senior 

brother, Br. Crispin - the director of Marcellin Founda-
tion, Incorporated. Br. Vince - the procurator of the 
house and yours truly, Br. Job - the youngest brother 
in the community. Living in harmony despite the differ-
ences in age makes community living interesting and 
challenging.

Here’s Br. John Y. Tan, FMS, the NDDU Executive Assis-
tant to the President, a brother who relates interesting 
stories and deals with situations realistically. He never 
runs out of energy despite the bulk of works and re-
sponsibilities he has both in school and in the province 
like attending meetings here and abroad. Though he 
has a hectic schedule, he still manages to be present 
in community activities such as prayers and meals.  Br. 
John is very kind, humble, approachable and “maka-
masa”. Br. John and I usually spend our leisure time 
watching prime time teleserye, our edge to get into 
our Marist bonding.  

If Br. John watches teleserye, here’s Br. Bob who is 
hooked with the CNN and BBC News. Watching news 
is his way to be updated to the happenings around 
the globe.  Br. Robert B. McGovern, FMS is the NDDU’s 
Vice-President for External Affairs. He works as BRC Di-
rector. Regardless of his age, he loves to travel to the 



 9

different extension communities of BRC in Maitum, 
Kiamba, etc. Doing all these things enliven his spirit to 
be more involved in sharing his presence and generos-
ity to the people. I am inspired by his spirituality. He is 
worth imitating because I believe that “He is a Big Man 
with a Big Heart.”

We have another member of the community but stays 
in Marcellin’s Home with the street children. He usu-
ally joins and celebrates with us during special occa-
sions, recollections, and community meetings and 
sometimes in our regular meals. He simply comes in 
and out in the community due to his ministry. He finds 
ways and means to support the children with their ba-

sic needs; food, shelter and education. At present, he
has forty-five children coming from CICL, DSWD, etc. 
They seek for his comfort and love. And with that he 
is known to be “a father”. He is Br. Crispin Betita, FMS.

To keep our balance as Marist Brothers, we never for-
get to eat. We balance our diet through the help of our 
procurator. He is Br. Vincent J. Celeste, FMS, a man who 

works and advocates peace. Presently, he is the Peace 
Education Coordinator, a Religious Education teach-
er and at the same time an IT student.  His interest is 
technology which motivates him to be a scriptwriter 
and a production crew of a short film entitled “Stola” 
simply because he committed himself perpetually to 
his vocation as a 
Marist Brother. 
This year is his 
memorable year 
as he vowed for 
life to God as a 
Marist Brother. 
Br. Vince is very 
dedicated to 
his work both 
in school and in 
the community.

Hmmm…. We are not yet 
over in our expedition.  
Have a cup of tea first, 
relax and hold on before 
we continue to discover 
some important events 
in the community. 
 
 The Month of June was 
an adjustment period to 

each member of the community. To bring everyone 
into the spirit of a family, like any other communities. 
During this month, we discussed and formulated our 
Community Life Plan. 

During the 1st week of July the community was bless-
ed with the presence of Br. Emil Alada, FMS as he start-
ed his 3 months ACEP.

August 15 was Assumption Day. As one Marist Family 
each campus of NDDU simultaneously celebrated the 
mass.  After which the Brothers and CMMF members 
had recollection or sacred time in the morning and 
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pastoral care for the sick in the afternoon. At the end 
of the day, a sumptuous snacks was offered at Dadian-
gas Community for all CMMF members. 

August 18 was the PERPETUAL PROFESSION of Br. 
Vince. The Holy Eucharist was presided by Most Rev. 
Romulo T. Dela Cruz, DD and attended by Br. Vince’s 
family, relatives and friends and by the Marist Broth-
ers, Lay, Friends and Students.

August 19-22 the whole community joined the 1st East 
Asia Province Assembly.
Last September 7, Friday the School Community cele-
brated the Birth of Mary that falls on the next day. 

September 8 - all religious clubs of NDDU from differ-
ent campuses had a simple fellowship at Bawing. 

September 22 the 
community had a 
recollection at Lem-
lunay. It was a great 
opportunity for Br. 
John to thank God 
for the gift of life as 
he celebrated his 
birthday that day.

Br. Emil ended his 
ACEP on October 3. 
He is a person that 
you could laugh with. 
He has a brilliant 
mind and charism for children. His presence makes a 
difference in the community. 

October 24 Br. Niño celebrated his birthday with the 
teachers in Espina. 

October 28 Br. Crispin celebrated his birthday at Mar-
cellin Foundation. The members of the community 
also attended except yours truly, as I was at the Broth-
ers gathering in Davao City.

October 30 was the joint birthday celebration of Brs. 
Niňo, John and Vince (November 6). We had a simple 
dinner at a nearby restaurant.  

Other activities where the brothers are involved were 
the following: Marist Youth Festival, Clergy and Reli-
gious Gathering, Family Day, Pastoral Day, PRISAA, and 
COCOPEA and NDEA.  

As a welcoming com-
munity, we are priv- i -
leged to have with us Br. 
Roger Vallance, FMS, a 
visiting professor from 
Australian Catholic Uni-
versity, Sydney Austra-
lia. He will be with us for 
a month to conduct lec-
tures, seminars, work-
shops on Research and 
Capability Building.  

Maybe you are all tired after this whole day’s explo-
ration. Don’t worry I will bring you back to your hotel 
for you to have a rest. For your freebies we will pass 
by at SM Mall of Gensan to have a cup of Coffee at the 
Starbucks.  

I wish you have experienced fun and delight in your trip 
to the Local Hermitage. With me as your tour guide I’m 
happy to serve you. If you wish to visit our communi-
ty just open my Facebook account and give a chat… 
Thank You … and Good luck for your next journey … 
Have a Safe Travel….     ###
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JOLO COMMUNITY
More fun in Jolo! Lanjal Kamu
Bro. Jeff Rhey R. Antiquisa, FMS

Oh, Br. Pius. This guy seems never to have 
run out of energy. His secret, it‘s a concoc-
tion of an age-defying formula of wittiness 
and a bottle of beer. Not mentioning his 

age, Pius still is at his prime when it comes to ministry. 
He is both the director and the prefect of discipline at 
school. You will never believe, this guy has five secre-
taries. Wait until our next retreat and he will tell you 
why.

In the community he is our “superior” because he acts 
like one. Whatever he says, we follow because we see 
wisdom behind the dark cloud of doubts. hehehe!  Se-
riously, I guess that’s one of the fruits you get living 
with the older brothers. And his wisdom, that’s the ef-
fect of long years of prayer and contemplation. Worth 
emulating, isn’t it?  

As Brother Pius jokingly said in one of our meals, “our 
weakness is his strength, and his strength is our down-
fall.” Whatever that means, that is Bro. Pius’ conven-
tional wisdom at its best.  To put it simply, his is purely 
common sense.

Br. Arnel on the other hand is the community Superior. 
He is no ordinary community leader for he was sent 
to Rome for formation as Community Animator. He ar-
rived Jolo in July, one month after class started. As for 

his ministry, he is the Principal of Notre Dame of Jolo 
HIgh School-Kasulutan who looks after the administra-
tive functions of the school, especially the academics. 
As principal he conducts meeting every now and then 
to ensure the smooth operation of the school.

Br. Jeff for his part looks after the needs of the Broth-
ers in the community. He is into teaching Social Ethics 
and Values Education for third year and fourth year 
students. 

Here are some of the highlights in the previous 
months…October-December.

Brothers Jeff, Arnel and Pius together with their per-
sonnel attended the Vicariate assembly last Octo-
ber 22-25 at ECOZONE, San Ramon, Zamboanga City. 
This assembly was an avenue for all the Notre Dame 
Schools under the vicariate of Jolo to gather togeth-
er as one family. Seven Notre Dame Schools under the 
vicariate participated as far as Bato-Bato and Bongao. 
This year’s host school was Notre Dame of Jolo for Girls 
under the administration of the Dominican Sisters of 
Siena.

This biennial event promotes camaraderie amongst ad-
ministrators and personnel and at the same time cele-
brate the uniqueness of its culture and tradition with 
the same shared mission under the Vicariate headed 
by Bishop Angelito Lampon, OMI, D.D.
 
Right after the Assembly Brothers Pius, Arnel, and Jeff 
flew to Palawan to take some time off from their busy 
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schedule. It was a time well spent in leisure and bond-
ing. Significantly, this trip was a thanksgiving celebra-
tion for the successful surgery operation of Br. Pius. 
Indeed, it is a miracle due to his fast recovery.

Br. Jeff together with twenty-five students both Chris-
tians and Muslims and two teachers attended the 
Marist Youth Festival recently on Nov.29-Dec.1. Notre 
Dame of Jolo High School-Kasulutan participated for 
the second time in this biennial gathering of Marist 
Youths. Br. Jeff was very pleased with the performance 
of his students from Jolo as they showcased the unique 

Notre Dame of Jolo High School Kasulutan Administrators and Personnel together with Bishop Joselito 
Lampon, OMI, DD of the Vicariate of Jolo during the Vicariate Assembly in Zamboanga.

KIDAPAWAN COMMUNITY
“We walk at His side and labour to build up 
the Kingdom of God.” 
(Cons. Chapter 2: Art. 11.3)
Br. Nolasco O. Gavilan III

Akin to an ancient edifice, every stone is 
marked by the hands of its builder; every 
iron is tempered, hammered, and mould-
ed with an expectation that each element 

would make a difference… a difference that will con-
tribute to keep the foundation strong and help the pil-
lars stand tall amidst tempests or storms.  

I am Br. Noli and proud to say that I am a part of such 
an edifice which is the Marist Kidapawan community.  I 
may not be the stone nor the iron in the structure but I 
am willing to be a determined labourer trying to gath-
er dust which will form blocks of clay and, hopefully, 
someday, I would have made a difference!

Sometimes,  Marist communities in our province start 
the school year with  new members. As one of them , I 
am assigned to the Kidapawan community.

Arriving in Kidapawan, I was welcomed by the san-

culture of the Tausugs both in cultural and modern 
dance presentations. 

Last December 1 a dual celebration was held at the No-
tre Dame of Jolo High School-Kasulutan. It was both a 
family day and the culmination of its Golden Jubilee 
celebration. Bishop Angelito Lampon, OMI, D.D cele-
brated the Eucharistic celebration followed by a mo-
torcade and a picnic. A lot of people participated espe-
cially the alumni and Brothers who were once assigned 
in Jolo like Brothers Ted, Wency, Rustico, Rene and Joe.  
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TOGETHER WE STAND. The men of NDKC pose as a united 
front to educate the children of today.

guinity of the Brothers who from then on I would be 
ardently observing, memorably learning from, and sig-
nificantly journeying with in the spirit of St. Marcellin. 

Imbibed with optimism, Br. Manuel P. Uluan, FMS, the 
superior of the house and the President of the school, 
deeply inspired me with his hard work. (No wonder 
he is considered as one of the province’s pride.) The 
firm and candid Br. Edgar R. Ceriales, FMS, the Activity 
Coordinator and Physical Plant Officer, enthused me 
with his decisiveness, impartiality, and compassion. 
The dedicated Br. Danilo M. Sevilla, FMS, the IBED Ac-
ademic Coordinator and acting treasurer of the house, 
motivated me with his sympathetic personality and 
understanding nature. 

Meeting the Brothers and living with them in commu-
nity made me realize that bonding together in a strong 
way starts with unity of purpose and remarkable 
chemistry. This realization gave me great inspiration 
but ultimately challenged me to do the best for what I 
came for.

When classes started, we became busy with our dif-
ferent tasks. These demanded of us to attend series of 
meetings and seminars as well as perform academic 
and sports activities. Consequently, these duties test-
ed our sense of volunteerism and cooperation but we 
never neglected our customary routines such as morn-
ing prayers, mass celebrations, and Sunday meals.

As I continue meeting different personalities, facing 
predicaments, and cherishing new friends, the things 
that struck me most were simple thoughts, selfless 
giving of time and resources, and the strengthening 
of family spirit that were shown on simple occasions.  
For example, the feast days of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
on August 15, September 8, and the month of October 
were passionately celebrated by the community. 

Br. Danny was given a surprise treat by the students of 
the Marist PEACE program who prepared a Maňanita 
and a simple celebration on his birthday last Septem-
ber 22. Other birthday merriments like my birthday 
and Br. Manny’s were celebrated with the school fac-
ulty and staff.

In any structure, even a stonewall is tested by time and 
sometimes a crack becomes its Achilles’ heel. Even if 
the iron is well-tempered, a simple rust becomes its 
deepest waterloo. Thus, any defect needs to be filled 
in or scrapped out for it will cause the fall of the struc-
ture.  Similarly, in community, problems and miscom-
munications would sometimes appear like cracks and 
rust stains that could shake the foundations of the 
structure from its very roots.  

This is some kind of a predicament that each commu-
nity faces.  Admittedly, it is quite difficult to hold or 
control such situations.  They are like the weather and 
lightning that would test the strength and substance of 

BRIGHT EYES AND HAPPY FACES. IBED teachers, along 
with Br. Roy flash joyous smiles that can brighten up 

any student’s day.
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A FAMILY THAT EATS TOGETHER STAYS TOGETHER. The 
Marist Brothers gather together over a meal, sign of unity 

and family spirit among them.

LAGAO COMMUNITY
Br. Noel T. Fernandez, FMS

Our Marist Constitution Art. 63 states, 
“Community is a grace of the Holy Spirit. 
Brought together without having chosen 
our companions, we welcome one anoth-

er as gift of the Lord.” This is the guiding principle that 
guides our community as we begin an exciting year 
ahead of us.

Br. Ernie is our community superior whose “presence, 
care for the Brothers, and his availability help build up 
a climate of understanding and harmony among us” 
(Art. 52). Br. Ernie, fresh from the community anima-
tion course in Rome, brings with him a sense of assur-
ance, confidence, and sincere desire to draw out the 
best in each of us. He is handling two (2) CLE classes for 

grade 6 pupils and has successfully finished his com-
prehensive exams.

Br. Pop as he is fondly called will always be his usual 
unassuming and quiet self. His love for work is a done 
deal, unquestionably his trademark.
 
Br. Gilbert is a person of regularity and organization. If 
you want to know a fine Brother who demands accu-
racy and system, don’t look too far. He is the guy. I am 
thankful to Br. Gabe because most of the information 
you will be reading later in this article came from his 
daily writings in our community annals.
 
Likewise, our Br. Provincial, Br. Manny is the “Ako and 
Simula” Brother. Though he is often out of our commu-
nity due to his work, his short presence would make 

the stone and iron.  It is my ardent hope that this real-
ity becomes a learning experience of the community, 
not something to be emulated by others but to serve 
as an encouragement to go beyond and move on in the 
building of the Kingdom of God.

It is said that after the storm always comes the silver 
lining.  It is indeed a blessing to welcome Br. Roy Deita 
in the community.  Coming from Rome he brought with 

him a new freshness in the community.  Meanwhile, 
Br. Danny had to leave the community to prepare for 
the profession of his perpetual vows. With this devel-
opment, Br. Roy was designated as the new IBED Aca-
demic Coordinator. His presence brought a great aura 
of hope and excitement.

The magnificence behind the inevitability of situations 
is the constant learning and realization that journeying 
together for God is a roller coaster ride. You either hold 
on tight or else you fall. This is a challenge for all of us. 
The call to build the Kingdom of God is an intricate mis-
sion. Hopefully, the challenge we face brings insights in 
order for us to live more fully the community’s vision 
and dream and in so doing establish a stronger and 
more solid Kidapawan community.

This can’t be achieved individually.  It is a communal 
effort.  As for myself, I hope that I remain the potent 
dust, insignificant as it may seem, that will contribute 
to the making of a better community.  

Merry Christmas to all and a Happy New Year! ###
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Clockwise: Br. Richie, Br. Noel, Br. Mark, Br. Ernie , 
Br. Gabe, Br. Manny and Br. Pop.

up for the lost times together. His back to basics phi-
losophy will surely be attached and associated to his 
personality.
 
Br. Wency is a welcome addition to the community, a 
Marist Brother who is a source of joy and provider of 
meaningful and substantial information. His stories are 
believably true and inspiring, tracing from his youthful 
days until of recent history.
 
Not to be outdone is Br. Mark, a “fresh of breath air” to 
the community. His dynamism and concern for young 
people radiates in his dealings with others. He drives 
our vehicle confidently as he sings out with much gusto 
every time you request him for errands. He helps out 
in the CMRE and teaching CLE for third year students.
 
Br. Noel is the treasurer of the community and at the 
same time principal of Notre Dame of Dadiangas Uni-
versity - IBED Lagao campus. This is his payback time 
to his alma mater. It is always a joy for him to see his 
former teachers in the department.
 
Br. Brix is a temporary member of the community, wait-
ing for his visa for Seoul. He changed the texture of the 
community with his wisdom and sensibility. Brothers 
Jonnel and Dionesio join our community last October 
for their teaching practice classes. These two young 
Brothers are “gifts from God and a sign of Mary’s care 
for us.”

 
Our community schedule begins with morning masses 
at the nearby parish followed by the morning prayers, 
and breakfast. Mealtimes are opportunities for togeth-
erness and break from day’s work. Our evening prayer 
and supper capped the day’s challenges.
 
Just to inform of the activities of the community and 
the school, our Institutional Assembly was held last 
June 2. Bros. Manny and John set the direction of the 
institution as we embark for another year with the 
drop in enrolment against the pressing demands for 
quality assurance. June 6 was the death anniversary 
of Champagnat. Br. Manny led the celebration with a 
sumptuous dinner at the Province Center with the as-
pirants and other guests. We had a lamb given freely 
by the Dominican sisters.
 
Classes at the three (3) campuses opened on June 11, 
2012. Our community joined Br. Rosendo in his 60th 
birthday celebration. He tendered a simple lunch for 
the community and his friends. Br. Rosendo briefly 
stayed with us while waiting for his visa. June 26th was 
the University’s foundation day. Three days after was 
the feast of Sts. Peter and Paul Parish here in Lagao. 
Bishop Dinualdo Gutierrez, DD was the main presider. 
On the same day, Br. Ernie arrived from his animation 
course. A Trellis Seafood across the elementary depart-
ment was the venue for our dinner.
 
July 1st was our community meeting where we dis-
cussed our individual responsibilities and initial plan-
ning for our CLP and community budget. Br. Richie 
Dean Bagsican, our 2nd year novice started his ACEP. 
July 7 saw Bros. Gabe, Pop and Rosendo attending the 
MDFI Corporation meeting in Marbel. After lunch, they 
went to Claro Precioso’s farm to harvest Lanzones and 
Rambutan. Also during this month, we received the 
news that Br. Wency C. was hospitalized in Manila.

Our first community recollection happened last July 
21-22 at the Durian Garden. We updated our CLP for 
the year and had our supper at Kalsangi Club House. 
There was also the Superior’s meeting for this month.
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Bros. Ernie, Mark and Noel joined the IBED personnel 
for retreats in Davao and Digos City. This month was 
also busy for Br. Manny who had to shuttle from our 
school to another BOT meetings. August 10 was a big 
day for the Generals as SM City opens its door with a 
bang. A lot of people trooped to SM to see the newest 
addition to KCC, Gaisano and Robinson’s. the celebra-
tion of Mary’s Assumption was highlighted by a mass 
and a short talk of Br. Manny to the personnel. August 
18th was the perpetual profession of Br. Vincent. The 
following day was the start of the 1st East-Asia assem-
bly at The Farm in Koronadal City.
 
For the month of September Br. Brix joined the com-
munity. September 8, the birthday of Mary, had Bros. 
Ernie and Pop heading for NDMU-IBED for the blessing 
of the new building.
Br. Gilbert was hospitalized this month due to cough-

ing, stomach pain and lethargy. Drs. Wee and Rosete 
were his attending physicians. The last day of Septem-
ber was the vocation culminating activities at NDMU 
with Bros. Mark and Dean attending.
 
October 3 was our despedida day for Br. Dean who will 
end his ACEP stay with the community. Bros. Dionesio 
and Jonnel arrived from Manila with Br. Paul Won in 
the afternoon of October 9. They also had the orienta-
tion with Bros. Manny and Ted. October also had the 
CMMF meeting with Br. Teofilo Minga, Br. Javier and 
Ms. Ana in attendance. October 25th was the 87th 
birthday of Br. Pop. A hearty dinner awaited the com-
munity at Bigby’s Restaurant at Robinson’s. Brothers 
Ernie, Pop, Noy and Jong attended the Mindanao-Sulu 
Brothers Convention in Davao. The last day of October 
was unfortunate for Br. Mark as he was bitten by a dog 
and had to be hospitalized.
 
November 7 saw Barrack Obama being re-elected as 
US President. Also on the same day, the mother of Br. 
Ernie, Mercedita, passed away. Three days later, Bros. 
Cesar Rojas and Chris Wills interviewed Brothers and 
lay in connection with youth ministry. Mid-November, 
the IBED-Lagao had our Fun Run joined by Br. Manny. 
The Marist Youth Festival at NDKC was attended by 
Bros. Manny, Mark, Jong and Noy from our community.
 
Indeed the months went fast, catching our breath. It is 
also with the same excitement and fervor that we an-
ticipate the coming of 2013. Until the next issue, Ciao.

Br. Jonnel Sisneros, FMS Br.Dionesio Acosta, FMS
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MARBEL COMMUNITY
MEELOi 
Br. Cris M. Sta. Ana, FMS

They say that a religious community is one of 
journey in common life; that is, it gives the 
brother opportunities to live with a group of 
intensely committed brothers, who supports, 

encourages, and loves one another, and believes that 
the same token will come to him in return as they 
serve others.  Love here does not consist in gazing at 
each other but looking together in the same direction.

Despite this ideal picture, every member might also be 
quick to say that not all in the community are milk and 
honey.  The reality is that common life is not a given; 
rather, it is a goal - a task that becomes easy if every-
one lives it with mutual pardon and patience, and be-
lieving that whatever burden it brings becomes light, 
because each has a spiritual belief in God.  The ideal 
of community holds them close in charity if, and only 
if, each one keeps focused, values diversity, and wel-
comes gifts that differ.  Whenever things go wrong, 
as they sometimes will, they experience the passion 
of Christ Jesus. Whenever things go well, for certain-
ly there are many occasions of these, they experience 
the risen Jesus.  But whatever the experience is, they 
experience it together in Christ.

We are like fragile vessels, but beyond the many suf-
ferings in community is the blessing promised us af-
ter Advent.  Still, there are many stories that we have 
created and experienced in order to fulfill that goal as 
members of the Marbel community. I'd like to speak 
briefly about one.

If there is one name that needs no introduction, one 
that has been unpopular to some and has, nonethe-
less, become a household name, at least in Marbel 
community, then it has to be Meeloi.  Yes, Meeloi is 
(one of) the community’s pets.  His breed is of a mixed 
daschund and mongrel.  For a dog’s age of 8 years, 
Meeloi may well be considered old, for he has already 
seen a lot of significant changes in the community.  
From the composition of its members, to the entire 
physical structure of the house, Meeloi is witness to  all 
of these.  When a new member of the community ar-
rives, Meeloi would instinctively, immediately and im-

pressively make his presence felt.  He would test them 
by growls and barks thereby earning the respect from 
the new member.

Every once in a while, he would lie down on his favor-
ite spot and just fritter away, snubbing whatever or 
whoever passes him by.  During meal time, he would 
sheepishly stand by the dining room’s door, hoping to 
be allowed passage and dine.  Once inside, he would 
move around the dining table begging a morsel from 
the diners one after another by poking and scratching 
their legs with his sharp claws.  But whenever he’s de-
nied of such blessing, he would agreeably just lie down 
by the dining room’s floor and ignore whatever discus-
sions he hears from the brothers.

HOUSE OF MIRRORS
Community is a place where we can also experience 
the sacrament of healing like no other.  If you fail, your 
mistakes can be redeemed.  If you're wounded by life, 
your brothers can be there for you.  These are extreme-
ly reassuring thoughts in an uncertain world.  

Perhaps it sounds odd, but a good image of the rec-
onciliation and healing that continually happens in any 
good community is the house of mirrors.  A house of 
mirrors distorts our image of reality.  "Are my ears re-
ally that big?"

Community can be like a house of mirrors if we are not 
loving and courageous.  If we don't tell a brother that 
his temper hurts our common life and is self-destruc-
tive, then we're not living in community; we're living at 
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the county fair.  Likewise, if we don't thank a brother 
for his extravagant generosity, or congratulate him on 
something he has done well, then we're not living in 
community, we're living in a house of mirrors.  Com-
mon life requires that we hold up an accurate mirror 
for a brother, and that we have the courage to gaze 
unflinchingly into the mirrors that our brothers hold 
for us.  This is the only way that we learn who we really 
are.

These stories, and more, can be summed up in three 
short sentences. Look to the future. Persevere in the 
present.  Tell the truth. They could also be called hope, 
faith, and love, the theological virtues which improve 
the way we relate to God, ourselves, and our brothers. 
They are absolutely indispensable in common life.

WHY GATHER?
If religious community is for the purpose of performing 
our ministry, and if the ministry no longer necessitates 
coming together in community, then is our gathering as 
consecrated religious also unnecessary?  These could 
be the set of questions that the new Marbel Commu-
nity should be asking when they first met; and would 
strive to continue to answer as they journey together 
along the way.

In the first semester, the community were blessed with 
Brothers Chris Gorit and the missionary novice, Broth-
er Gerex.  During the second semester, these two were 
replaced by the three scholastics, Brothers Raymund, 
Mark Anthony and Paul.  The rest of the community 
were Brothers Ace, Rommel, Willy and Cristino.

These brothers gather most of the time during meals 
and prayers.  They hardly ever gather as one in minis-
try.  Obviously, one is the president, another is in the 
Physical Plant, then another in the Afternoon Shift and 
still another a full time teacher.  The rest of them are/
were either at home or doing other things at different 
times and places.  In other words, ministry is not the 
primary reason we were formed to become a commu-
nity.  But it is equally true that we live together in or-
der to make ministry more valuable to the people of 
God.  Hence, we live in common for the sake of others.  
Our gathering as brothers under one roof makes more 
sense because of our common life together.###

AMSRB Regional Assembly 2012
The Religious Brothers of Mindanao-Sulu gathered for 
the Regional Assembly last October 26 – 28, 2012 at 
the Rivier Retreat House, Catalunan Grande, Davao 
City with the theme: “Brothers of Mindanao Sulu Re-
discovering the Youth.” There were 38 Brothers in at-
tendance coming from eight different congregations. 

The objectives of the assembly were the following:
1. To know and rediscover the profile of the youth 
today;
2. To learn the kind of spirituality of the youth of 
today;
3. To respond appropriately through programs and 
mission the needs of the youth of today; and 
4. To strengthen the camaraderie and the vocations 
of the Brothers in Mindanao and Sulu. 

Fr. Martin Macasaet, SDB, the present Rector of Don 
Bosco Technical College in Madaluyong, was the guest 
speaker. He helped the Brothers rediscover the pro-
file of the youth and understand the kind of spiritu-
ality they have. He also underscored the three factors 
which have most shaped our century: the growth of 
the world population and of the younger generation 
within it; the acceleration of change and the reality 
of future shock; and the twin forces of globalization 
and fragmentation. Furthermore, he said that “Young 
people do not exist in a vacuum; they are intimately 
tied into their cultural context. Caught suddenly in the 
spotlight of the world stage, shaken by the speed of 
change and torn between the roots of the past and the 
call of the future, this generation is now shaping the 
world of the 21st century.” ###

AMSRB Regional Assembly October 26 – 28, 2012 
Rivier Retreat House, Catalunan Grande, Davao City
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kok, Thailand on August 21 to 27. He was also a par-
ticipant in the Marist Youth Ministry orientation con-
ducted by the team from Rome in the second week of 
November.  

B r o t h e r 
A r m a n d o 
Mana-ay is 
the second 
youngest in 
the commu-
nity, although 
he has already 
celebrated his 
25th year as a 
Marist Brother. 
The community elected him as asst. superior; as such 
he takes care of the herbal garden which he maintains 
at the veranda and raises some “native” chickens for 
hobby and consumption on special events.
In school, Br. Arman heads the community extension 
services. As the outreach program in-charge, he also 
supervises the income-generating livelihood program 
for some parents of the afternoon shift. He serves as li-
aison officer in the school’s active services outside the 
school premises.

B r o t h -
er Rene 
Reyes has 
a unique 
year to 
enjoy in 
p re p a ra -
tion for 
his 40th year 
as a Marist Brother. The whole year is 
geared towards “updating” and “pilgrimage”. His areas 
of concern in his renewal courses are Liturgy, Christol-
ogy, Missiology and Mariology. His hopeful outcome 
is to write books for the novitiate on Liturgy (Towards 
a New Understanding of the Liturgy of the Word); on 

MARIKINA COMMUNITY
Br. Ted A. Fernandez, FMS

Community Members:
Brother Niňo Mark John Suarez, the youngest in the 
community, just made his perpetual profession late 
last year. He is the house treasurer, procurator and 
full-time teacher at the school. He teaches religion to 
2 fourth year sections, 1 sixth grade section and 1 third 
year class in the afternoon shift – requiring him 3 sub-
ject preparations per day. He is also the SMC school 
moderator and local vocation promoter. Endowed with 
a happy disposition, Mark easily provides his services 
to the elders in the community. 

Missing the Brothers’ Assembly in August, Mark along 
with Br. Elmer Jandic, was the province representative 
to the “Accompaniment Seminar-Workshop” in Bang-
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Christology (“Discipleship” in Mark’s account); and up-
dating the Marial Prayers (based on what he has done 
many years ago). Missiology courses are taken in Tagay-
tay, and Liturgy in Malaybalay. The rest of the time is 
dependent on the available courses and venues. 

Rene stays in Tagaytay during the week and comes to 
Marikina on weekends. He makes sure that he joins 
the community on special events, meetings and rec-
ollections. His pilgrimage is possible through a jubilee 
gift given him. His trip to Bangkok and Kampuchea in 
October was a replacement for an intended trip to 
Mexico to visit Guadalupe.

This year is Broth-
er Pat Corpus’ 
40th year as a 
Marist Brother. 
He just turned 
59 last Sep-
tember; he 
has  the usual 
routine of at-
t e n d i n g 
c o u n c i l 

meetings in several cities in east Asia; monitoring the 
activities of both school and non-school ministries of 
the province; attending to his role as president of the 
school in Marikina and supervising various projects of 
the school. 

Recently Pat went to the U.S. in October for a 3-week 
visit to follow up on discussions with alumni and other 
partners in the U.S. for the golden jubilee events two 
years from now, and fund-raising for various school 
projects. He also considers this trip as a travel of grat-
itude to the American Brothers in his 40th year as a 
Marist. This year, he is tasked to evaluate the Palawan 
ministry with Mr. Nacianceno this December, to look 
into Sabah with 2 other councilors for a possible mis-
sion initiative for the province (as encouraged by the 
last chapter) in January ’13 and to monitor the Marist 
Meet held in Kidapawan on January 17 to 19, 2013.

Brother Ted Fernandez, this year’s community anima-
tor, is tasked to write the history of the Marist Brothers 
in the Philippines. Added to this role is to follow-up the 
young Brothers in temporary profession who are ac-
tive in the ministry; to act as spiritual director to some 
MAPAC students; act as liaison for the “Child protec-
tion program” and an active member of the sector’s 
formation committee. Ted is also active in their high 
school batch’63 preparation for their golden jubilee to 
be held on March 16, 2013 in Cotabato City. He is also 
looking forward to his 50th year celebration as an FMS 
two years from now.

VISITORS
We have had several visitors who stayed with us; fore-
most is the valuable presence of the provincial who 
generally stops over when he goes out of the country 
for council meetings (every six weeks), attends jubilee 
celebrations in Hong Kong and Malaysia; attends the 
international finance commission meetings in Guate-
mala and Canada, visitations of Marikina community 
on September 23-25 and MAPAC community for grad-
uations and board of superiors’ meetings in the first 
week of October. Manny also stays around during 
board meetings of the school, “Sagip Ka” and FAMI (a 
Metrobank Investment management group). Recently 
he was featured on TV for his “savings initiative” at Sa-
gip Ka in Karen Davila’s “Ikaw ang Simula” program. It 
was well-received and was featured in both facebook 
and u-tube.
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We were also graced by 2 senior Brothers who stayed 
with us long enough to make our community more vi-
brant. Brother Wency Calimpon who came back from 
Korea on June 26 stayed for a check up and ended up 
with a mild stroke that debilitated him for some time 
till he was fit enough to join the Lagao community on 
August 7. He celebrated his 70th birthday in the com-
munity with the MAPAC staff present. Wency was the 
first director of MAC and MAPAC, and the gathering 
made it more significant for the Brothers in attendance.

Brother Eugene Pius came for a check up on August 
22 and was operated on his inner tongue portion for a 
possible tumor. A former student of NDKC, Dr. Alonzo, 
operated on him on the 31st, and by September 4 he 
was discharged from the hospital. His recovery was 
very fast; that by September 24th he was given a clean 
bill of health and was fit to travel back to Jolo. He 
came back for a follow-up on October 29th . Pius was 
deemed to be fully recovered, and he happily travelled 
back to Jolo on time for the UNDAS break.

Brother Christopher Gorit is presently with us writing 
his thesis and commutes between Tagaytay and Marik-
ina.  He sees himself in the last stretch of his writing, 
but a lot yet has to depend on what the adviser has to 
contribute. 

Brothers going and coming from abroad generally 
stays with us for sometime. Br. Crispin came back from 
Rome and Geneva (June 4) to attend the “child care 
protection program”;  Br. Arnel came back from Rome 
for his community animation course on June 29th ; left 

for Jolo to assume his position as school principal. Br. 
Pepito was on his way to Bangkok on June 30 for his Ad 
Gentes retreat. Br. Rosendo stayed with us from July 
27 to September 20 before he left for China. The visa 
process took much longer than expected. Although 
late, he still made it and is now teaching full time. Ten 
Korean Brothers and 1 Malaysian stopped by before 
going South to attend the province assembly in Marbel 
on August 16-18. The regular school board members 
– Brothers John Tan, Noel, and Manny Uluan come reg-
ularly for meetings and conventions. Brs. Rommel and 
Albert with some students came also to be with the 
MAPAC community to attend the Marist Youth Min-
istry gathering/conference with the 3 Brothers from 
Rome. Sr. Althea Mana-ay O.N.D. stayed with us on 
September 1 and 2 with another sister to be with her 
brother, Br. Arman and nephew at MAPAC, Br. Adrian. 
She celebrated her birthday with the community.

CMMF Marikina. Still in the process of organiza-
tion, the MAPAC members have yet to formally form a 
solid group and not limit it only on the active member-
ship of the retirees. The visit of Brothers Javier Espinosa 
and Teofilo Minga and Miss Ana Serrate evoked some 
interests in clarifying directions and proposing some 
new initiatives that would make the group more inclu-
sive of youth. The monthly gathering of prayer and din-
ner is very significant at the onset. However, with the 
intended recollection in December, we hope to see a 
brighter path to make the group and its activities more 
in line with the vision of CMMF as it was clarified in the 
Bangkok meeting and echoed in the meetings with the 
CMMF of the south. ###
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MALUTOK COMMUNITY
Br. Albert S. Bolibol, FMS

The year in the mission area started with the 
preparation of the plan for both Ministry 
and Community life. This was held some-
time in July in Puerto Princesa City. The 

whole process was facilitated by our community supe-
rior, Br. Larry. Incidentally, this was also the time for the 
community to meet again after a month long vacation 
with our respective families. After the 3-day planning 
session, the community then headed back to Malutok 
to start implementing the action plan.  Classes started 
last June 18, 2012.

Right after the community arrived in Malutok, a series 
of meetings was held in preparation for the year - meet-
ings with the parents, students and other people who 
are involved in the Ministry. It was also the time when 
we were preparing for the transfer to the new school 
site for our extension in Buyo. It was a great success 
considering all the hardships and collaborative efforts 
of the people in trying to build a school building for our 
kids who are studying there. It should be noted that 
this was made possible also because of the support of 
the different people from Malutok, especially from our 
officers and from our parents. We had the Indigenous 
blessing ceremony on August 8 and started classes on 
August 14 - a little late from our projected date but I 
guess it is better late than never at all.

Sometime ago, I requested one of the persons who 
came to Malutok last summer for the Summer Enrich-
ment Program to write for the Amihan and he gladly 
obliged to my request.  The following is a written ac-
count of his meaningful experience with us.   

A Student in a Mission

Hi!  My name is Harry Ian John Cadeliña Oña, a fresh-
man student taking up Industrial Engineering at PUP- 
Sto. Tomas, Batangas City.

It has already been two months since I went on a 
mission trip in Palawan. It never occurred to me that 
I would be able to experience teaching little children 
in a far-off barrio, a place haunted by a malaria dis-
ease because of its killing mosquitoes…a place of sim-
plicity because gadgets are nowhere to be found …a 
place which is a hundred miles away from my beloved 
home...I never thought that I could make it… but I did!

Honestly, at first, I really had apprehensions in going 
there.  I was already on the verge of telling my Ate 
Vangie to cancel the trip.  I was so deathly scared of 
the malaria.  I was afraid that my immune system 
would break down during my stay there. I did not have 
enough physical exercise and training for that matter 
and I was troubled by the simplicity of the people’s life-
style.  I was also afraid that I would make a mess out of 
everything and bring dilemma or great trouble to my 
Ate Vangie.  If she would be upset with me because I 
did not measure up with her standards, I will definitely 
get disappointed also.  She is my best ate in the world!  
Aside from my mom and dad, she is my best friend.  
She knew many things about me and messing up with 
her would seem a lifetime DISASTER!

But I praised the Lord that amidst all these apprehen-
sions, God reminded me of His promises in His Word 
that He will never leave me nor abandon me…that I 
will  not  be  killed  by  a  malaria  or  any   disease  could  
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touch  my  body  (Psalm 103:   3-5)…that I will not be 
lonely and feel insecure because He is my refuge and 
my fortress (Psalm 91:1-2)...and for these, all my fears 
vanished and I trusted the God of my life.  

Now the time of the trip has come.  From the NAIA air-
port, I met for the first time my co-missionaries aside 
from my Ate Vangie.  They were Sir Adolf, a registered 
nurse; Ma’am Myrna, one of the faculty members of 
Notre Dame of Cotabato; and Br. Jeff Rhey, a Marist 
Brother.  By the way, Ate Vangie is not my sister.  She is 
my aunt, my mom’s older sister.  But all her nephews 
and nieces fondly call her Ate Vangie.

From Manila, we fled to Palawan via an airplane.   We 
stayed two days in Puerto Princesa to prepare our 
things in going to the mission field -- MALUTOK.  On 
the day of leaving for the mission site, we woke up at 
3am to pack up our things and prepare ourselves for an 
8-hour journey.   From Puerto Prinsesa, we rode a Hi-
Ace Van going to Sicud.  The van stopped at the high-
way of Barangay Ransang, about 10 kilometers before 
Sicud.  Then from the highway, we walked for an hour 
to reach Malutok.  I felt it was an unending journey 
under the heat of the sun.  But upon reaching the site 
and seeing the beautiful smiles of the children, all my 
tiredness had gone and I felt an unexplained joy in my 
heart.

We met Br. Frank, one of the Marist Brothers, who is 
in-charge of the site.  I can simply describe that man as 

the coolest in the group…the EQUALIZER!  Without his 
presence, the group dropped to silence.  

On the afternoon of our first day, we ate luscious snacks 
and dinner prepared by Sir Adolf and Bro. Frank.  We 
had an orientation and we were assigned our rooms 
and tasks.  

The next day, we met our 32 elementary pupils and 
9 high school students.  We oriented them with the 
rules and regulations.  As I saw the many faces of the 
children, I remembered my two younger siblings back 
home and I have felt a pang of pain because I missed 
them so much.  But the Lord reminded me of His pur-
pose why He brought me to that place.  The Lord want-
ed to share His love for these people through me.  I 
am the extension of God’s love and His kingdom.  So 
with these, I got perked up and was so excited to teach 
these young children.

All throughout my teaching sessions, I never had a bor-
ing moment with my 14 grade two pupils.  They were 
fun to be with and they were eager to learn.  During 
those times with them, to be honest, I had no pre-
pared lesson plans.  In fact, I did not even know what 
to teach them.  What I always did was to ask the Lord 
what He wanted me to teach for every particular day.  
I never depended on myself but I simply rested on the 
Lord’s immeasurable wisdom and knowledge that He 
has always prepared for these children to receive, and 
miraculously, they learned many things from the Lord 
through me!  Wow!  What a great joy serving my Lord 
Jesus Christ!

 During the Culmination Day, we did a lot of fun.  
Our pupils and students prepared different presenta-
tions like singing, dancing and drama.  They made me 
realize more that God really gives each one unique tal-
ents…we just need to offer these talents back to the 
Lord bringing all the glory and honor to Him. After all 
the presentations, we had fun games outside and we 
did supukan, patingan, longest spin of the top or kasing 
and others.  By the way, supukan is like a dart game but 
in this version the dart has a long tube and you have to 
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blow the dart to the wheel of numbers and Pating is 
climbing the tree using the diagonal rope.

 I really had a remarkable experience with these lit-
tle children.   A week before our departure, my pupils 
asked me when I was going back to their place. I sim-
ply sighed and told them that I didn’t know…only God 
knows…and they all became sad.  Seeing all their sad-
ness, I felt an inexplicable grief in my heart…How I wish 
I could turn back the time and spend much fun with 
them. Truly, those moments with them would forever 
be treasured in my heart.  

 After our mission trip in Malutok, we went back 
to Puerto Princesa and explored some of the promi-
nent tourist spots in that place.  We visited the makers 
of the bags, Baker’s Hill, Crocodile Farm, the place of 
the prisoners, Bay Walk, and especially Underground 
River. We also dropped in on to some well-known 
restaurants in Puerto Princesa like Balinsasayaw, Bilao 
at Palayok, Kina Buch, and Ka-Lui.   

 The whole mission escapade of mine was like 
a fruit salad…It has many ingredients---fun, joys, sad-
ness, pain, excitement and realizations.  None deserves 
all the credit for these but the Lord alone! To God be all 
the glory, honor and praise ! ###
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MARIST NEWS
Br. Ernie G. Sentina, FMS

First East Asia Province Assembly

With the theme, “Renewing with Fervor, Building 
Our Future,” 55 Marist Brothers from East Asia Prov-
ince which comprises of Hong Kong, Korea, Malaysia, 
Philippines and Singapore gathered for the first time 
for the Province Assembly at The Farm, Carpenter Hill, 
Koronadal City on August 19-20, 2012.

The assembly was guided by these three objectives: 
1. To build a spirit of unity and identity for the Prov-
ince of East Asia;
2. To inform the Brothers of the developments in the 
Province; and
3. To consult the Brothers on significant matters af-
fecting the Province.

Br. Manuel V. de Leon, FMS, the provincial welcomed 
the delegates and delivered his message at the start 
of the assembly. Br. Peter Rodney, FMS, the present 
Rector of Marist Asia Pacific Center in Marikina, Philip-
pines, facilitated the Assembly during the round-table 
discussions. 

The Brothers were encouraged by Br. John Klein and Br. 
Michael De Waas (the General Councilors linked to East 
Asia Province) through their letter that states, “Your 
Province is blessed with strong, effective leadership, 
many young and vibrant brothers whose long stand-
ing commitment humbles us, many ministries that are 

alive with the energy that motivated the early broth-
ers at the Hermitage, many brothers who are prayerful 
and living a simple life style, and laypeople who truly 
want to share life and mission with us. Our hope is that 
you will build upon these gifts and will make the neces-
sary decisions so that the Province of East Asia will be 
able to grow and thrive into the future.”

______________________________

Nine New Postulants Proclaim

Postulancy is the second stage of the Pre-Novitiate for-
mation. It is a time of immediate preparation for the 

Novitiate.

Br. Manuel V. de Leon, FMS; the Provincial, proclaimed 
9 young men as Postulants after Br. Demosthenes A. 
Calabria, FMS; the Pre-Novitiate Director, presented 
the candidates to him. The proclamation was held 
during the Eucharistic celebration which was presided 
by Rev. Fr. Angel Buenavidez at the Marist Aspirancy 
House Chapel on September 12, the feast of the Holy 
Name of Mary.

The 9 newly proclaimed postulants are the following:
1. ALLONES, ROLDAN A., Diocese of Marbel
2. ARAQUIL, REYMOND JAKE R., from the Archdio-
cese of Cotabato
3. DAYLUSAN, RALPH JUDE P., Archdiocese of Cota-The young brothers of Philippine Sector
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bato
4. DE LEON, JICK J., Diocese of Malaybalay
5. LUMIBAO, MARK ANTHONY S., Archdiocese of 
Cotabato
6. PEDALIZO, JOSEPH B., Archdiocese of Cotabato
7. SUMINGUIT, HENYR R., Archdiocese of Cotabato
8. SUMUGAT, CYRIL M., Archdiocese of Cotabato
9. VARGAS, REY D., Diocese of Marbel

The theme chosen by these nine postulants in which 
they are called to and being challenged by stands with 
the acronym of MARISTS, “Molding, Affirming our Re-
sponse In Service To Others.”  

This celebration was attended by the Brothers, par-
ents, relatives and friends of the postulants and mis-
sion partners. A simple dinner was served after the 
Mass.

Br. Vincent Celeste Vows for Life
“Do whatever Christ tells you,” the theme chosen by 
Br. Vincent J. Celeste, FMS during his Perpetual Profes-
sion of Vows last August 18. Most Rev. Bishop Romulo 
T. de la Cruz, D.D., Bishop of the Diocese of Kidapawan 
was the main celebrant of the Eucharistic celebration, 
which was held at Sts. Peter and Paul Parish Lagao, 
General Santos City. This special event was graced and 
witnessed by Br. Vince’s family, friends, relatives and 
students, religious sisters, brothers and priests and 
Marist lay mission partners coming from the different 
Marist schools and institutions.

Br. Vince, a name which he is known for, is the eldest 

son of Mr. Alfonso Celeste (deceased) and Mrs. Mely 
Jarra Celeste from Bucay Pait Tantangan, South Cota-
bato.  

Seminar – Workshop on Accompani-
ment

Br. Elmer E. Jandic and Br. Niño Mark John J. Suarez at-
tended a workshop on Strategies for Accompaniment 
of Young People in the First Stages of Formation held 
at Camillian Home for Children Living with Disabili-
ties, Bangkok, Thailand last August 23 – 25. Br. Alfredo 
Herrera, FMS was the speaker and facilitator during 
the 3-day seminar-workshop. This was participated 
by different Religious Congregations from Asia. The 
workshop focused on Spiritual Direction, Psychological 
Counseling and Vocational Accompaniment.

MARIST YOUTH FESTIVAL 2013
“Marist Youth Going in Faith and Make Disciples to All 
Nations” was the theme of the 3rd Marist Youth Festi-
val, hosted by and held at Notre Dame of Kidapawan 
College, Kidapawan City on November 29 to December 
1, 2012. 

These young people who gathered were students 
from the different Marist Schools in the Philippines, 
namely Notre Dame of Cotabato, Notre Dame of Da-
diangas University, Notre Dame of Jolo, Notre Dame of 
Kidapawan College, Notre Dame of Marbel University, 
and the Malutok Mission in Palawan. The Marist Aspi-
rants, Postulants and Novices made their presence felt 
through their active participation. 

In addition, a special collaboration and interaction with 
the Brothers and Marist Youth of Brazil, Rome and 
Spain via live audio and video conferencing was also 
initiated. 

The objectives of the Marist Youth Festival (MYF) are 
the following: to celebrate the richness of the Marist 
identity and traditions; to deepen our faith and identi-
ty as followers of Jesus Christ; to share the dreams and 
aspirations in the spirit of solidarity with the poor; and 
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to ignite the spirit of service among the participants. 

This 3-day gathering started with a solemn Eucharis-
tic celebration presided by Rev. Fr. Allan Sasi, DCK and 
Duwaa interfaith service for the non-Catholics. A gen-
eral orientation and the opening program followed. A 
plenary session was conducted to help the participants 
understand themselves being Marist Youths and the 
challenges brought about by the post-modern society.

After which, simultaneous activities such as Walk with 
the Lord (wood planks), Climb with the Lord (wall 
climbing), Breath with the Lord (feather volleyball), 
Connect with Lord (Bible passage reflection), and 
among many others began. The participants were di-
vided into groups so that they could meet more friends 
and experience the company of other Marist youths. 

The first evening activities were highlighted by a can-
dle light ceremony, bonfire, balloon lantern and fire-
works display. But this was not the end of the night. 
Most of the participants, if not all, were so excited for 
the first time to witness and participate in a live audio 
and video conferencing with the Marist Brothers and 
Youth from Brazil, Rome and Spain. 

The second day started with a Fun Run dubbed as “Tak-
bo para sa Kalikasan” at the city parameter. Everyone 
hold his/her breath to reach the finishing line. Then, 
each one prepared for another exciting adventure, the 
immersion to the different areas covered by the Com-
munity Extension Services (CES) program of NDKC com-

munity. Exhausted yet fulfilled was the general feeling 
of the day. The joy of sharing stories and laughter with 
the people in the small communities was the main in-
gredient of the conversation during that day. Before 
the second day would say goodbye, a Cultural Night 
presentation kept the participants awake and amazed 
as they watched some of the delegates pounded their 
feet to the tune of Gangnam Style as others showed 
their fabulous moves. Indeed, it was a great night.

The third and the final day had arrived but the partici-
pants were a little weary due to lack of sleep and rest 
because of the continuous activities. This was the chal-
lenge that Ms. Agnes Reyes, the facilitator of the day, 
had to battle with but with her wittiness, charm and 
wisdom it was not a hindrance at all. Ms. Reyes elo-
quently drew out from the participants their feelings, 
insights, realizations and reflections as she processed 
their experiences during this 3-day gathering. From 
there she facilitated and helped the participants to 
come up with a Marist Youth Festival 2012 statement. 
Excellent job Ms. Reyes! 

The Marist Youth Festival culminated with a Thanksgiv-
ing Mass and a commissioning of all the delegates to 
be witnesses of the faith and love by striving to live the 
ideals of St. Marcellin. Mabuhay Kabataang Marista!

(taken from The  MARISTA, the official Bulletin of Informa-
tion of the 2012 Marist Festival) ###
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2012 MARIST YOUTH FESTIVAL STATEMENT

We the children and the youth of the 
Marist, blessed with the call to live 
our faith in the likeness of Mary 
and in the way of our brother and 

St. Marcellin, we feel inspired to live our lives as 
young disciples who will make a difference in the 
world we live. 

We, the Marist Youth believe that: We have a pur-
pose of preserving the Marist values; Living the 
Marist life is a precious gift; We are God’s children 
and we share His love by loving our neighbors; The 
heart that loves is always young, the heart that 
serves is always happy, and the heart that depends 
on God is always strong. 

We firmly believe that we are disciples called to 
make a difference. We therefore hope; To be a role 
model by living out the Marist values; To make our 
world in peace and harmony, respecting cultural 
differences and religious beliefs; To be evangeliz-
ers in making Jesus loved in our way. 

With Mary, in our journey, we the Marist Youth 

commit: To help without racial and religious dis-
crimination; Touch lives in a Marist way; Exemplify 
in our day to day experience Marcellin’s core val-
ues; Promote the family spirit amidst diversity; and 
Become true in our modern day a true disciple of 
Christ. We continue to uphold what is truly Marist 
as we carry on our calling of going out and mak-
ing disciples of all nations. We entrust our hopes 
and dreams and our commitment in the hands of 
Mary, our Mother and Ordinary Resource.
                  
  (copied from The  MARISTA, the official Bulletin of Informa-
tion of the 2012 Marist Festival)

MYF Reflections…
My MYF experience was memorable. It gave me an op-
portunity to mingle and meet my other fellow Maris-
tas. Most of the activities entailed teamwork and co-
operation and from there we have shared camaraderie 
within the group. It was learning while having fun. 
Those sleepless nights will always be remembered and 
I’ve got new friends who I am thankful for. MYF is one 
of a kind experience worth remembering. To sum up 
all, for me, MYF is learning, exploring and experiencing 
things in a Marist way.

Gladys Palmon – NDDU

Marist Youths can make a good difference in this world. 
Let us make Jesus known and loved. Be a true Maris-
ta as we do the best efforts that we can be. Ignite a 
good flame to others. Have a blessed and peaceful life 
– journey in Marist way. Go in haste to the new land, 
Jump! Be Marist!

Ivy Yecyec - NDKC
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This school year we have the following statistics:
1st Sem 2nd Sem

SCHOLASTICS: Philippine Sector 17 13
China Sector 1 0
Korean Sector 3 0
Papua New Guinea 5 4
Kiribati 2 0
Pakistan 2 1
Vanuatu 3 2
TOTAL 33 20

STAFF BROTHERS Australia 3 3
Philippines 2 2
New Zealand 1 1
Sri Lanka 1 1
Papua New Guinea 1 1
TOTAL 8 8

EXTERNS: FICP Brothers (La Mennais) 2 2
Daughters of St. Francis of Assisi 3 3
Hospitaller Sisters 3 2
Dominican Sisters of Sta. Maria 1 2
Canossian Sons of Charity 2 2
Angelic Sisters 4 0
Lay WOmen 8 1
Clerics Regular of St. Paul (Barnabites) 8
TOTAL 17 20

There were 18 who graduated from MAPAC on October 5, 2012 and 13 were in the honors list.  Out of these 13, 
9 were Brothers.  Awarded the Highest Honor was Br. Dionesio Acosta, Jr.  Four Brothers were in the High Honors 
and another 4 in the Honors. 

MARIST ASIA-PACIFIC CENTER
Br. Romy L. Porras, FMS

MAPAC was a host to an international gathering called Marist Youth Ministry Seminar from No-
vember 4 to 8, 2012. The content of this seminar-workshop was based on the documents of the 
Institute.

There were 43 who attended this seminar composed of Brothers, lay teachers and mission partners, as well as 
students - from AMAG sector - 4; Sri Lanka - 4 including Br. Mervyn Perera;  ND Cotabato – Br. Albert Munoz; 
NDDU – 4 students; NDKC – 3 including Br. Danny Sevilla; NDMU – 3 including Br. Paul Won; Marist School – 2 
including Br. Niňo Suarez; MAPAC  - 20 scholastics and 2 staff Brothers.  Facilitators of this gathering were Br. Joao 
Carlos and Br. Rommel Ocasiones.  Other facilitators were Br. Teofilo Minga, Br. Chris Wills and Br. Cesar Rojas.
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During this second semester, particularly this November, the 
following are holding specific responsibilities:

Committee chairs:  
Br. Clint Guanzon - Communications/Library/Computer Committee

Br. Andrew Kita Litanga    - Landscaping / Recycling Committee
Br. Dolph Franz Mejia       - Liturgy Committee
Br. Efren Savariz, Jr.        - Music Committee
Br. Ezrah Kapin         - Social Committee
Br. Imran  Yousaf         - Sports Committee

Fraternities’ Animators, Moderators and Bursars:
                                        Animator                        Moderator                               Bursar

Chanel Fraternity            Br. Simon Serero              Br. Jeffrey Guino-o                Br. Adrian Mana-ay

Lorenzo Fraternity          Br. Deva Fernando         Br. Ismael Catulong, Jr.        Br. Fred Salubre

Student Representatives:  

First  Years: Br. Andrew Kita Litanga

Second Years:           Br. Renaud Tsione  

MAPAC community is scheduled to visit Mindanao Brothers’ 
communities this summer 2013.  Unlike the previous years, 
2013 visit would be a shorter one; it’s only three weeks, from 
March 23 to April 14.  Main activities would be: home visits 
for Filipino Brothers;  visit of various communities and schools 
for non-Filipino Brothers; immersion in the indigenous com-
munities of Lake Sebu and Tiboli; and community outing in 
Lake Sebu resort.

Summer module will take place in MAPAC after the Mind-
anao visit while the annual retreat will again be at the SVD 
Retreat House in Tagaytay on April 28 to May 5, 2013.  The 
following retreat directors are:  Fr. Antonio Pegon, SVD, Br. 
Ted Fernandez, FMS, Sr. Ana Malapitan, RC, Ms Armie Nuňez 
and Mr. Emoy Rodolfo.

Two Indonesian scholastics of La Mennais Brothers (FICP) are 
full time students at MAPAC.  They are Bro. Franciskus  Xave-
rius Gua and Bro. Andreas Pito. Aside from academic courses, 
they are also taking P.E. and are involved in AFA activities.  
Their formators are Br. Michel (French) and Br. Eugene (Gha-
na).  They are residing now at 448 Ordonez Avenue, not far 
from Meralco and the west end of Champagnat Street. # # #

MAPAC 2012  graduates  October 5, 2012.

Photo of third year student Brothers with their ani-
mators, Bros. Bryan and Romy, after their recollec-
tion at Sacred Heart Retreat House in Novaliches, 

Quezon City on August 10, 2012.

MAPAC community photo in June 2012.



 31

NOVITIATE COMMUNITY
EXCITEMENTS: Past months, This month, and To Come!
Br. John Emil I. Alada, nFMS

It’s already December, the most awaited month 
of the year, the last of the “BER” months and the 
time to end our year 2012. As Filipinos living in 
this place we all know that traditions and prac-

tices are all part of our life and they bring color to our 
celebrations. Starting September, the Christmas spirit 
has already started to penetrate the air; Filipinos have 
been busy putting up decorations in their houses, de-
noting the preparation for the Christmas time once 
again. In fact, we are hailed to have the longest Christ-
mas season in the world which somehow gives us the 
honor as well as the challenge in some ways. We know 
that Christmas time occurs on Christmas day, Decem-
ber 25. Advent season is our time to spend waiting for 
the new presence of God at Christmas. It’s the time to 
await, yearn and anticipate a new birth - the experi-
ence of encountering Jesus anew. All of us are excited 
to meet and greet everyone and especially our divine 
Savior, in this season. 

If we try to look at our surroundings, preparations are 
being done all over the place. In our schools, private in-
stitutions, public places and even our parishes, we can 
see varied decorative and alluring chasing lights. The 
sweet and heartwarming sound of Christmas carols 

have started to vibrate on radio and television. These 
are part of the practices and activities, which build up 
our faith and our Catholic tradition, in a Filipino con-
text, which are carved in ourselves and embedded in 
our soul as we wait the child Jesus in the manger. 

The past few months have been a blessing and grace 
which ultimately inspired us to embrace the future. So 
many things - positive and negative, secular and reli-
gious – have happened which encouraged us to realize 
that even in the confines of the Novitiate we are af-
fected and which demands of us to participate and be 
involved in our own little ways and means. We are also 
informed and educated about what is happening here 
and there, in our country, and around the globe.  We 
still establish a link with the outside world even as we 
enjoy and appreciate the confinement of the beautiful 
and serene atmosphere of our Immaculate Conception 
Novitiate with 16 Novices and 4 Staff brothers.
 
For example, we actively participated in the sympo-
sium on the “Bangsamoro Framework Agreement”.  
We were properly informed on matters pertaining to 
the U.S.A presidential election.   We were sufficiently 
given trivia’s and information by our mind master Br. 
Lindley. We were also updated on the use of the New 
Roman Missal and the changes related to the liturgy.
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At this point, allow me to inform you on what trans-
pired in the Novitiate these past few months.  To start 
with, the five Missionary Novices, including me, went 
to their respective places of assignment to participate 
in the ACEP, an exposure program which was supposed 
to start on July 02 and end on October 06.  Aside from 
this, the October devotion started which composed 
of praying the Rosary at intervals in our three mission 
partners’ houses every 6:00 o’clock PM.  We sponsored 
the Mass for the Dead in Marian Hills Memorial Park 
last Nov. 01, 2012.  In memory of the deceased Marist 
Brothers, we also offered a Mass last Nov. 07, 2012 to-
gether with the Marian Hills community, Mission Part-
ners and our Benefactors. We also extended our little 
way of helping the Broce Parish during their celebra-
tion of the feast of St. Carlos de Borromeo last Nov. 04, 
2012. It was an opportunity to keep in touch with our 
parish intimately and also of showing our presence, as 
religious, to the parishioners. We still have our regu-
lar classes with the staff brothers. They have lined-up 
courses for each day in order to enrich ourselves. To 
name some, we have Funderology, English Class, Ma-
riology, Christology and a new course offered which is 
Spanish, where we learned the basics of the language.
 
Along with these, our presence in the church of Cota-
bato is also visible. In collaboration with the church, 
our 11 Canonical novices are now enjoying the privi-
lege of giving their time and service, in their own ways, 
to our friends in Bahay Maria every Thursday starting 
from 9:00 o’clock in the morning up to 5:00 o’clock in 
the afternoon.  After this time, they would be back in 
the community to prepare lessons for the next day. We 
impart one hour of our time every Friday, to have our 
catechesis to the pupils of Camp Siongco Elementary 
School starting from 8:00 in the morning before having 
our Desert day. Since we are an INTERNATIONAL com-
munity, we also celebrate the different National days 
of our foreign brothers (Brazil, South Korea, Cambodia 
and Vietnam). It’s an opportunity and a time for us to 
know something from these Brothers’ cultures and tra-
ditions and to gain the vitality of welcoming the chal-
lenge of being an international congregation. Lastly, 
we celebrated the feast of the Immaculate Conception 

together with our Mission Partners. We had a simple 
dinner with them.  

Well, many things that have happened are not includ-
ed in this account but I know that they are already wo-
ven into the fabric of our life.  

As a Missionary Novice, December is one of the high-
lighted months in my calendar, in which an undefin-
able but wholly delightful ecstasy of a new happiness 
is eager to flow (I hope my contemporaries have the 
same impression too). I guess this is the same feeling 
of other ordinary people around the globe.  We, sec-
ond years, are excited in shading off the dates on the 
calendar as we approach the long-awaited vacation 
time and be united with our respective families once 
again to celebrate with them in oneness and unity the 
coming of Jesus who graced us with love and infinite 
compassion, inviting us to share the same to one an-
other in our communities, schools and respective min-
istries. 

The year 2012 is and was a blissful year, together with 
Mary, our Good Mother.  Now, she too awaits the com-
ing of her son, with open hands and gladness in her 
heart.  Let us also welcome another year of FAITH and 
challenge ourselves to strive more positively as we em-
brace the year 2013 and even the new cycle of the Li-
turgical Year. We know that our Mother will not leave 
us in vain if we entrust ourselves to her. Let us nour-
ish the love planted by Jesus in our hearts and let the 
songs of joy well up in our innermost being. 

Have a momentous celebration of the Christmas Sea-
son and let us hope for a grace-filled NEW YEAR broth-
ers!!!   ###
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MARIST	  BROTHERS	  NOVITIATE	  
Marian	  Hills,	  Tamontaka,	  D.O.S.	  

Maguindanao,	  Philippines	  
	  

Formation	  Year	  2012-‐2013	  
As	  of	  November	  2012	  

	  
FIRST	  YEAR	  NOVICES	  

No.	   Names	   Age	   Home	  Address	   Diocese	  &Sector	  
1	   Arriate,	  Jevest	  Jr.	  M.	   19	   Prk.	  Sampalok,	  RH-‐2,	  	  

Cotabato	  City	  
Archdiocese	  of	  Cotabato	  
Philippines	  

2	   Gamboa,	  Lloyd	  T.	   19	   #	  464	  T.V.	  Juliano	  Ave.,	  
Cotabato	  City	  

Archdiocese	  of	  Cotabato	  
Philippines	  

3	   Gesulga,	  Jeffrey	  A.	   20	   Sta.	  Veronica	  St.	  Notre	  Dame	  	  
Village,	  Cotabato	  City	  

Archdiocese	  of	  Cotabato	  
Philippines	  

4	   Renacia,	  Philip	  Caesar	   19	   Blk.	  1	  Fr.	  Buldoc	  St.,	  Notre	  Dame	  	  
Village,	  Cotabato	  CIty	  

Archdiocese	  of	  Cotabato	  
Philippines	  

5	   Hizo,	  Deo	  Dudz	  B.	  	   19	   Buda,	  Marilog	  District,	  
Davao	  City	  

Diocese	  of	  Malaybalay	  
Philippines	  

6	   Tabuada,	  Cian	  Marco	  M.	   18	   Broce,	  D.O.S.	  Maguindanao	   Archdiocese	  of	  Cotabato	  
Philippines	  

7	   Yonder,	  Aljon	  I.	   21	   Dumadalig,	  Tantangan,	  
South	  Cotabato	  

Diocese	  of	  Marbel	  
	  Philippines	  

8	   Jarandilla,	  Jordan	  J.	   20	   Brgy.	  Avancena,	  Koronadal	  City	   Diocese	  of	  Marbel	  
	  Philippines	  

9	   Timola,	  John	  Allen	  V.	   23	   Marikina	  City	   Diocese	  of	  Antipolo	  
Philippines	  

10	   Touch,	  Savy	   30	   Bon	  Tay	  Mean	  Chay,	  
Cambodia	  

Diocese	  of	  Battambong	  
Mission	  Ad	  Gentes	  

11	   Quy,	  Nguyen	  Van	   26	   Ha	  Tinh,	  Vietnam	   Diocese	  of	  Vinh	  
Mission	  Ad	  Gentes	  

SECOND	  YEAR	  NOVICES	  
1	   Alada,	  John	  Emil	  I.	   20	   Dumadalig,	  Tantangan,	  South	  

Cotabato	  
Diocese	  of	  Marbel	  
Philippines	  

2	   Barnuevo,	  Raffy	  James	  A.	   21	   Norala,	  South	  Cotabato	   Diocese	  of	  Marbel	  
Philippines	  

3	   Bagsican,	  Rechie	  Dean	  M.	   20	   Prk.	  San	  Miguel	  Polomolok,	  	  
South	  Cotabato	  

Diocese	  	  of	  Marbel	  
Philippines	  

4	   Cabajes,	  Gerex	  G.	   20	   Buda,	  Marilog	  District,	  
Davao	  City	  

Diocese	  of	  Malaybalay	  
Philippines	  

5	   Moses	  Cho	  Min	  Kyu	   40	   85-‐1	  Hapjung	  Mapo-‐Gu,	  
Seoul,	  Korea	  

Archdiocese	  of	  Seoul	  
Korea	  

	  
Formators:	  	   Br.	  Lindley	  Sionosa,	  FMS	  (Director	  of	  Novices)	  
	   	   Br.	  Wenceslao	  Paterno,	  FMS	  (Community	  Superior/Treasurer)	  
	   	   Br.	  Canisio	  Willrich,	  FMS	  (Formator,	  Mission	  Ad	  Gentes)	  
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PRE-NOVITIATE COMMUNITY
Br. Dem A. Calabria, FMS
[Formator & Accompagnateur]

The Pre-Novitiate has two levels: the Aspiran-
cy and the Year of Postulancy.  A candidate 
who has just finished High School will un-
dergo Aspirancy for one year.  He can take 

up any course of his choice at Notre Dame of Dadian-
gas University.  Furthermore, he is expected to report 
to the Pre-Novitiate House in Lagao on a regular ba-
sis.  After one year of Aspirancy, the candidate does 
a Year of Postulancy, together with other young men 
who have done at least one year of college or who are 
college graduates and/or young professionals.  Unlike 
before, our Postulants are still enrolled in the Universi-
ty but taking their classes at the Pre-Novitiate House.  

In this way, the Postulants have more time for forma-
tion work like attending to seminars particularly at the 
Formation Institute for Religious in Davao City, or giv-
ing catechesis to public elementary pupils, or going to 
their apostolic involvement with the street children 
and home for the aged or engaging in conferences with 
their formators.  The contention why change was ef-
fected in the program is that our Postulants who are 

enrolled in the university have too much involvement 
in the school that there is very little time remaining for 
formation work.  As a result, they go to the Novitiate 
not fully prepared.

This new program is fully implemented this formation 
year.  And we are lucky to have 15 young men in the 
Pre-Novitiate, six in the Aspirancy and nine in the Pos-
tulancy.  The latter were proclaimed Postulants by the 
Provincial on September 12, 2012 on the feast of the 
Holy Name of Mary.   With them are three BIG Kuyas: 
Br. Dem, now on his fourth year is the Director and Su-
perior; Br. Elmer, a new member, is the treasurer; and 
Br. Mark Xyryx, a new addition to the community who 
is a full time teacher at Marcellin Foundation Incorpo-
rated, Katangawan.

Just to know these people better, let us read a line or 
so of their thoughts, as they tell us their impressions 
on different aspects of our life here.

a. Formation Work
“Accompanying and working with young men are very 
interesting and challenging work because of their indi-
vidual differences and uniqueness.  However, as I ob-
served in the series of seminars that they had attended, 
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gradually they became more responsible and mature 
individuals.  With that I am very optimistic that they 
will be able to persevere in their vocation.  Moreover, 
as a beginner in the formation work I need skills and 
techniques as well as patience and understanding so 
that I can accompany these young people in knowing 
and discovering themselves as well as helping them to 
develop their vocation to the Religious Life especially 
to become good Marist Brothers in the future.”  BRO. 
ELMER E. JANDIC, FMS [Teacher & Formator]

b. Community Life
“In my experience of living in a community, I learned a 
lot of things that helped me to grow especially in my 
personality.  I learned that every person is unique and 
different from one another.  That is why, community 
life is a very challenging and enriching experience.  I 
experienced misunderstanding, conflicts and hurts 
but ultimately I still feel happy because I know that I 
belong and I am loved by my brothers.” CYRIL M. SU-
MUGAT [Postulant - Lebak, Sultan Kudarat]

c. Prayer Life
“Prayer is the most powerful source of my strength, 
hope and cure in times of despair.  As a postulant, my 
life has been changed primarily because of our daily 
communal and private prayers…from a life of noise 
and restlessness to a life of silence and contemplation, 
a life filled with God’s presence everywhere.”  REY-
MOND JAKE R. ARAQUIL [Postulant – Pigcawayan, 
North Cotabato]

d. Catechesis
“As disciples of Champagnat, one of our activities in 
the Pre-Novitiate Formation is teaching Catechesis 
to elementary pupils every Tuesday and Thursday. In 
front of the children, I realized that I don’t really have 
everything to make my class more interesting and or-
ganized.  The kids taught me to be ready and patient 
all the time.  It’s not an easy job but at the end of my 
class, there is joy in my heart because in my little way, 
I participated in the work of Christ.”  ROLDAN A. AL-
LONES [Postulant – Lanton, General Santos City]

e. Street Children
“How lucky I am for having the opportunity to work and 
live with the street children.  In spite of their situation, 
I believe they are good people and capable of doing 
well in their lives if only they are given the chance.  Just 
being there is not really enough but I am sure that my 
compassionate presence coupled with good example 
would have made a difference in their lives.”  JOSEPH 
B. PEDALIZO [Postulant – Upi, Maguindanao]

f. Home for the Aged
“Initially, working with the aged was so difficult for me 
because it made me feel very uncomfortable.  But as 
time went by, I learned to love it.  I am really grateful 
to have this chance to show my love and care for the 
old people because I believe that in my little way I am 
sharing in the mission of Christ.”  RALPH JUDE P. DAY-
LUSAN [Postulant – Cotabato City]

g. Seminars, conferences and accompaniment
“Attending some seminars opened the door for more 
self knowledge and acceptance.  The more I know 
myself, particularly my strengths and my weaknesses, 
the more I see clearly my own calling in life.  I believe 
that the seminars, conferences and accompaniments 
helped me to change, mature and improve my rela-
tionship with my brothers in the community.”  HENYR 
R. SUMINGUIT [Postulant – Cotabato City]

h. Sports, outing and work
“Playing, relaxing and working together as a commu-
nity are meaningful experiences.  In these times I am 
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able to know more my companions in their unguarded 
moments.  The more time we spend with one another 
the more I feel our differences and uniqueness.  But at 
the end of the day, we live our lives as if we are true 
brothers to one another.”  REY D. VARGAS [Postulant – 
General Santos City]

i. Structured Time
“Structured time forms us to become the good person 
we could ever be.  We are living the ideals of our dear-
est founder and we sincerely adopt the way he spends 
his time.  His way of life illustrates the kind of life we 
are living; that is why we are giving importance to it.”  
MARK ANTHONY S. LUMIBAO [Postulant – Cotabato 
City]

j. Postulancy
“The change of name, from aspirants to postulants, 
is very significant.  It entails a change of attitude and 
lifestyle.  Now we are more responsible of our time, 
more focused and disciplined because our immediate 
goal is preparing for the novitiate.  Though it is more 
challenging now I believe we are all here because of 
God’s grace.”  JICK J. DE LEON [Postulant – Kitaotao, 
Bukidnon]

k. Independence
“Living as aspirants is not that easy because it’s our 
first time, like a bird that learns to fly.  So we often-
times commit mistakes but eventually we learn from 
them on the way to success.  We consider ourselves 

as self-governing persons because we have fully devel-
oped the values that a man needs in order to face the 
society independently.”  KARL ANGELO J. LABIO [Aspi-
rant – Midsayap, North Cotabato]

l. Time Management
“When I entered in this congregation as an aspirant, 
I didn’t expect that adjusting my time for my studies, 
for my community and for God would pose some dif-
ficulties for me.  But gradually I learned to manage my 
time so as to persevere in this vocation.  I am more 
convinced that I have grown a lot, much better than 
before.”  LUISE PAOLO T. LIGGAYO [Aspirant – Cotaba-
to City]

m. Studies
“I know that academic and spiritual aspects are not on 
the same side of a coin.  But in formation, they go hand 
in hand, which is why I, for one, give equal importance 
to both.  As an aspirant, I strive for excellence, develop 
my competitive skills, and hone my talents in the home 
of learners.”  RADNY M. TIO [Aspirant – Zamboanga 
Sibugay Province]

n. Live-out Aspirant Community
“Starting to live with people in a community is not easy.  
We are all different in many ways but complementary 
as well.  Living in the Marist dormitory, we can do ev-
erything we want to do since we are on our own.  We 
struggled and encountered many challenges but we 
learned and enjoyed each other’s company.”  ENGEL 
FREED S. JAVA [Aspirant – Midsayap, North Cotabato]

o. Budgeting of Time and Money
“As an aspirant I suddenly began to be conscious of my 

The Postulants and their formators

The Aspirants and their formators
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money and time in school.  Consciously I improved my 
skills in budgeting through experience.  First things first 
and I now value this line as I am in the situation.  I am 
aware that I have my responsibility of being with my 
community especially to contribute something during 
our meals.”  ZYPPER S. ESPAǸOLA [Aspirant – General 
Santos City]

p. Recollection and Evaluation
“Through our community recollection and evaluation 
I was challenged to make a personal decision whether 

to continue or not in the Pre-Novitiate formation.  The 
grace that I am praying for is guidance of the Holy Spirit 
so that I may be able to know what God really wants 
for me.”  LEONALE REY C. AMA [Former Aspirant from 
Malaybalay City – left after 1st Semester]

q. Teaching the Street Children
“I am teaching Science in Program A, CLE in Program C 
and PE in Programs A, B, C & D and at the same time 
the SMC Coordinator.  Dealing with children with spe-
cial needs is not easy.  I need to have greater patience 
and understanding.  Each child is unique which is why 
I am very grateful for this chance of spending my time 
with them.”  BRO. MARK XYRYX A. SIONOSA, FMS 
[MFI Teacher]

With all that has been written, I guess this is now the 
time to STOP.  I pray therefore that there will be more 
young men who will show interest in our way of life 
and more volunteer Brothers to be engaged in forma-
tion work.  God bless all of us!      ###

MARIST	  BROTHERS	  ASPIRANCY	  HOUSE	  
NDDU-‐IBED	  Lagao	  Campus	  
Lagao,	  General	  Santos	  CIty	  

	  
Formation	  Year	  2012-‐2013	  
As	  of	  November	  	  2012	  

	  
POSTULANTS	  

No.	   Names	   Age	   Home	  Address	   School	  Coming	  From	  
1	   Allones,	  Roldan	  A.	   20	   Prk.4	  Lanton	  Apopong,	  

General	  Santos	  City	  
Lanton	  National	  High	  School	  
Apopong,	  General	  Santos	  City	  

2	   Araquil,	  Raymond	  Jake	  R.	   18	   Valenzuela	  Residence,	  
	  Poblacion	  1,	  Cotabato	  

Notre	  Dame	  of	  Pigcawayan	  
Pigcawayan,	  Cotabato	  

3	   Daylusan,	  Ralph	  Jude	  P.	   17	   General	  Luna	  Street,	  	  
Cotabato	  City	  

Notre	  Dame	  of	  Cotabato	  Inc.	  
Cotabato	  City	  

4	   De	  Leon,	  Jick	  J.	   21	   Prk	  3,	  Lorega	  Kitao-‐tao,	  
Bukidnon	  

Kitao-‐tao	  National	  High	  School	  
Kitao-‐tao,	  Bukidnon	  

5	   Lumibao,	  Mark	  Anthony	  S.	   17	   #26	  C.Lumibao	  St.,	  Sousa	  	  Ave.	  
RH-‐1,	  Cotabato	  City	  

Notre	  Dame	  of	  Cotabato	  Inc.	  
Cotabato	  City	  

6	   Pedalizo,	  Joseph	  B.	   17	   Darugao,	  Upi,	  Maguindanao	   Notre	  Dame	  of	  Upi	  
Upi	  Maguindanao	  

7	   Sumingit,	  Henyr	  R.	   18	   Fatima	  St.,	  Pob.4,	  Supermarket	  
Site,	  Cotabato	  City	  

Notre	  Dame	  Village	  
Cotabato	  City	  

8	   Sumugat,	  Cyril	  M.	   18	   Poblacion	  3	  Lebak,	  Sultan	  
Kudarat	  

Salaman	  Institute	  
Lebak,	  Sultan	  Kudarat	  

9	   Vargas,	  Rey	  D.	   19	   Brgy.	  Naci,	  Sitio	  Sawmill	  Naci	  
Surallah	  South	  Cotabato	  

Centrala	  National	  High	  School	  
Surallah,	  South	  Cotabato	  

ASPIRANTS	  

1	   Espaňola,	  Zypper	  S.	   16	   Prk.	  Pagkakaisa,	  Baluan,	  	  
General	  Santos	  City	  

Baluan	  National	  High	  School	  
General	  Santos	  City	  

2	   Java,	  Angel	  Freed	  S.	  	   16	   Bagumba,	  Midsayap,	  Cotabato	   Saint	  Mary’s	  Academy	  of	  
Midsayap,	  Midsayap,	  Cotabato	  	  

3	   Labio,	  Karl	  Angelo	  J.	   16	   Kiwanan,	  Midsayap,	  	  Cotabato	   Saint	  Mary’s	  Academy	  of	  
Midsayap,	  Midsayap,	  Cotabato	  

4	   Liggayo,	  Luise	  Paolo	  T.	   17	   #	  RH1	  PC	  Hill,	  Cotabato	  City	   San	  Vicente	  Academy	  
Cotabato	  City	  

5	   Tio,	  Radny	  M.	   17	   Sta.	  Barbara,	  Imelda,	  Zamboanga	  
Sibugay	  

Imelda	  National	  High	  School	  
Zamboanga	  Sigubay	  

	  
Pre-‐Novitiate	  Staff:	  	   Br.	  Demosthenes	  A.	  Calabria,	  FMS	  (Formator	  &	  Accompagnateur)	  
	   	   	   Br.	  Elmer	  E.	  Jandic,	  FMS	  (Treasurer)	  
	   	   	   Br.	  Mark	  Xyryx	  A.	  Sionosa,	  FMS	  
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Malutok Community
1. Br. Hilario C. Sevilla, Superior / Treasurer
2. Br. Franklin D. Salcedo, Ministry Head
3. Br. Albert S. Bolibol (Until Oct. 2012)

Preparation for Perpetual Vows (2nd sem. 2012-2013)
1. Bro. Albert S. Bolibol
2. Bro. Danilo M. Sevilla

Buda Residence
1. Br. Edilberto R. Mallorca

Pre-Novitiate Community
1. Br. Demosthenes A. Calabria, Dir. of Aspirants / Postulants
2. Br. Elmer E. Jandic, Treasurer
3. Br. Mark Xyryx A. Sionosa, (Staff at Marcellin House)

Novitiate Community
1. Br. Wenceslao L. Paterno, Superior / Treasurer
2. Br. Lindley H. Sionosa, Director of Novices 
3. Br. Jose T. Torrecampo, Vocation Director
4. Br. John Tan Wee Eng  (Until Sept. 2012)
5. Br. Canisio Willrich - AMAG Sector – Formation Staff

MAPAC Community
1. Br. Romulo L. Porras, Bursar
2. Br. Rustico S. Lumbo, Dean of Studies 

Third Year Scholastics (Until October 2012)
3. Br. Dionesio Acosta
4. Br. Raymund C. Gallardo
5. Br. Mark Anthony S. Romero
6. Br. Jonnel M. Sisneros

Second Year Scholastics:
7. Br. Ismael  S. Catulong, Jr.
8. Br. Roel B. del Rosario
9. Br. Jano John P. Evangelista
10. Br. Clint M. Guanzon
11. Br. Jeffrey R. Guino-o
12. Br. Adrian P. Mana-ay
13. Br. Dolph Franz A. Mejia
14. Br. Efren A. Savariz, Jr.

First Year Scholastics:
15. Br. Celso Fernandez
16. Br. Jo-an Legaste
17. Br. Nester Martinez
18. Br. Manuel Paulino
19. Br. Fred Salubre

Foreign Missions
1. Br. Pepito L. Mahong, MAG, Davao City
2. Br. George E. Valle,  Mission Ad Gentes, Bangladesh
3. Br. Allan J. de Castro, L’Hermitage, France
4. Br. Roy R. Deita, Deputy Econome General, Rome(Until Oct. 2012)
5. Br. Wenceslao P. Calimpon, English Teacher, So. Korea (Until June’12)
6. Br. Rosendo J. Yee, China
7. Br. Briccio J. Baynosa, English Teacher, So.Korea  (Beg. Nov’12)

MARIST BROTHERS
PROVINCE OF EAST ASIA

SY 2012-2013

BROTHERS’ ASSIGNMENT

PROVINCIAL ADMINISTRATION
Br. Manuel V. de Leon  -  Provincial Superior
Br. Robert Teoh            -  Vice-Provincial / China Sector Coordinator
Br. John Y. Tan          -  Provincial Econome / Philippine Sector Coordinator
Br. Jacobo Song            -  Councilor / Korea Sector Coordinator
Br. John Chin            -  Councilor
Br. Paterno S. Corpus  -  Councilor
Br. John Oh            -  Councilor

COMMUNITIES - SECTOR OF PHILIPPINES

Lagao Community
1. Br. Ernie G. Sentina, Superior /Studies
2. Br. Manuel V. de Leon, Provincial Superior
3. Br. Fernando A. Armendez
4. Br. Gilbert B. Bogacia, Sector Archivist
5. Br. Noel T. Fernandez – Treas. /NDDU-IBED Lagao Principal
6. Br. Mark Roberth R. Laurea

Dadiangas Community
1. Br. Niño M. Pizarro, Superior / NDDU-IBED Espina Principal
2. Br. John Y. Tan, Treasurer
3. Br. Robert R. McGovern, NDBRCFI President
4. Br. Crispin P. Betita, Marcellin Homes- Exec. Director
5. Br. Vincent J. Celeste
6. Br. Job G. Tumacas

Marbel Community
1. Br. Cristino M. Sta. Ana, Superior
2. Br. Wilfredo E. Lubrico, NDMU President 
3. Br. Rommel  C. Ocasiones, Treasurer
4. Br. Christopher C. Gorit , Thesis Writing (Until Oct. 2012)
5. Br. Ace V. Fernando

Cotabato Community
1. Br. Dominador A. Santiago, Superior/NDC Director
2. Br. Albert A. Muñoz, Treasurer
3. Br. Wenceslao P. Calimpon
4. Br. Nelson L. Beltran

Kidapawan Community
1. Br. Manuel P. Uluan, Superior / NDKC President
2. Br. Edgar R. Ceriales
3. Br. Danilo M. Sevilla, Acting Treasurer  (Until Oct. 2012)
4. Br. Nolasco O. Gavilan III
5. Br. Roy Deita, (starting Nov. 2012)
6. Br. Christopher Gorit, (starting Nov. 2012)

Jolo Community
1. Br. Arnel S. Alfanta, Superior / Principal
2. Br. Eugene Pius R. Tajo, School Director 
3. Br. Jeff Rhey R. Antiquisa, Treasurer

Marikina Community
1. Br. Teodulo A. Fernandez, Superior
2. Br. Paterno S. Corpus, School President
3. Br. Rene A. Reyes, Studies
4. Br. Armando B. Mana-ay
5. Br. Niño Mark John S. Suarez, Treasurer
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FIRST SEMESTER SY 2012-2013
School Preparatory Elementary High 

School
College PSEP MTTP ALS-STP 

TESDA 
Program

Graduate 
School

TOTAL

ND Cotabato 1,448 1,448
ND Dadiangas 
University

224 1,236 1,793 3,819 97 231 7,400

ND Jolo 1,024 1,024
ND Kidapawan 
College

96 623 749 1,729 29 68 20 94 3,408

ND Marbel 
University

53 645 954 3,646 47 327 5,672

Marist School 108 1,550 1,252 2,910
TOTAL 481 4,054 7,220 9,194 29 165 67 652 21,862

SECOND SEMESTER SY 2012-2013
School Preparatory Elementary High 

School
College PSEP MTTP ALS-STP 

TESDA 
Program

Graduate 
School

TOTAL

ND Cotabato 1,448 1,448
ND Dadiangas 
University

220 1,230 1,788 3,645 86 119 7,085

ND Jolo 1,024 1,024
ND Kidapawan 
College

96 623 749 1,668 29 68 28 91 3,352

ND Marbel 
University

58 648 988 3,342 44 292 5,372

Marist School 107 1,550 1,250 2,907
TOTAL 481 4,051 7,247 9,194 29 154 72 502 21,188

Enrollment Statistics for School 
Year 2012-2013

Superiors’ Group Meeting, Philippine Sector at the Marist Province Center, Lagao, 
GSC, July 27-28, 2012 
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